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CBI chief 
in attack 
on labour 
reforms 


By Michael Harrison and 
Fran Abrams 


A DAMAGING split was 
threatening to develop last 
night in Labour’s newly forged 
relationship with business after 
an extraordinary attack on Tbny 
Blairs "third way* 1 by the next 
head of- the Confederation of 
British Industry. 

Sir Clive Thompson, who 
takes over as CBI president In 
July, was especially scathing 
about the Borne Minister's em- 
ployment reforms, criticising 
government interference. and 
the concept of a workplace 
partnership between empkjym 
and trade unions. . ■ 

The remarks could under- 
mine the warm relationship that 
Tbny. Blair has developed with 
the CBL Sir ColinMarehall, the 
outgoing president, had just 
delivered a speech praising the 
partnership with New Labour 
and the stable policies of the 



Sir CBve Thompson: Scathing 

Chancellor, Gordon Brown. Sir 
JlJUve, chief executive of Ren- 
tcfcOnitjal, said that statutory 
unson recognition was some- 
tha^g'dlattShould be put in a 
hanrffioGjfc^. Jiefp firms im- 
prove tfear “pest control" techr- 
nigties. “Gn^he one hand, the 
G^vraTiHMitt'Kttyii^ to create 
a ftoativeataospbere for in- 
di%i^ietetwns;- foe : ‘third 
w^.basesdoo partriegftfiip.But 
thfti - qnie of the partners is 
fo&edtCi the tabie ” ' 

■fhsccHsshentSjddivered at 
the CBI hnnual dinner late on 
W&jhesday mghh were widely 
seen ashlhro^racktoTbatch- 
erifin arriwexedpubly provoca- 
tive since Mr B&fowasrftting 


Does this picture make you flinch? Clare Short 
says graphic images like this stop people caring 


era! secretary of the TUQ John 
Montes, :was also, atihe' event 
and was said by one observer to 
be “sphfingjblo^^ 

■ Sir tJivcjxHHttf seaman the 
idea- of partnership and the 
concepts, at foe ajire. of the 


Government's Fairness at Work 
proposals. “It is people as indi- 
viduals who build great busi- 
nesses, not markets, assets, 
brands, governments, not peo- 
ple collectively but people as 
individuals through their lead- 
ership, determination, self-belief 
and commitment,** he said. 

His comments jaired with the 
speech given just a few minutes 
beforehand by Sir Colin Mar- 
shall, chairman of British Air- 
ways, who ^xike of the “evolving 
partnership between Govern- . 
ment and business” and praised 
Gordon Brown for the way he 
saw eye-to-eye with business on 
the need for stability and sus- 
tainable economic development 

Sir Colin added that the CBI 
and the Government enjoyed a 
“largely mutual phflosophy”. In. 
its formal response to the Fair- 
ness at Work White Paper, the 
CBrs director general, Adair 
Tbraer, described the Govern-' 
mentis approach to statutory 
union recognition as “workable”. 

Sir dive’s comments also 
shocked large numbers of the 
1,600 business leaders attend- 
ing the dinner. One said his 
speech was “ off (he wall and 
completely out of line” Another 
said it was “badly misjudged”. 

Ffexre Jungels. drirfesEcutive 
of Enterprise Oil, said: “I found 
the speech very curious. It sur- 
prised me personally that the CBI 
is duflingfrom a president tuned 
into the new thinking to one who 
sees things so differently.’' 

Sir Colin main tamed yes- 
terday that Sir Clive had done 
a good job in bringing rbe 
evening to a close and seemed 
taken aback that the speech had 
provoked such a strong reaction. 

The Rentokil chief will take 
on the CBI presidency for two 
years, during which time he wfl] 

’ be the principal spokesman for 
British business and charged 
with the task of presenting Its 
views in Downing Street. 

David Oiidgey, the liberal 
Democrat trade and industry 
spokesman, was at. the dinner 
but assumed Sir Clive’s com- 
ment about pest control was a 
joke. “If you read it cold then 
it’s a pretty Neanderthal re- 
mark. ItiS like going back to the 
Dark Ages and it underlines the 
fact that the CBI have always 
been opposed to statutory 
union recognition. That’s been 
the case for as long as anyone 
can remember and that’s the 
way they have started into the 
consultation with the TUG” 



Pakistan in nuclear tit-for-tat 


By Peter Popham in Delhi 

THE nudear arms race, Mark 
Ttoo, got under way yesterday af- 
ternoon when Pakistan ex- 
ploded five nuclear devices 
under the desert wastes of 
Baluchistan, near' the Iranian 
border. The tests were a riposte- 
and a warning to India, whose 
five tests earlier -this month' 
stunned the world. 

Reaction to Pakistan’s tests 
was swift and severe. A Mato 
spokesman said that Pakistan’s 
action had caused “dismay” hi 
Nato, as all the aiBes had called - 


on Pakistan to exercise re- 
straint. “Both India and Pak- 
istan risk becoming outcast es 
in the international communi- 
ty” he said. 

In Delhi, the Lower House 
- of India’s parliament, Lok Sab- 
ha, adjourned in consternation 
when the news srrived After an 
emergency meeting the Prime 
Minister, Atal Behari Mypayee, 
said India was “ready to meet 
any challenge”. 

Soon after the announce- 
ment ofthe tests -which did not 
give details ;of-the types of de- 
vices used- die Pakistani Prime 


Minister, Nawaz Sharif, went on 
national television to explain the 
decision. He said India’s deto- 
nations of three weeks ago had 
“violently tilted the balance of 
power m the region,” and that 
India’s deployment of long- 
range Piithvi missiles against 
Pakistan was a serious threat 
The “lacklustre" response of 
the West to India’s move had 
only served to embolden India. 
“We will have sanctions, we will 
have difficulties,” he went on, 
“but if you have the strength, 
there is no way we can fafl." 
Preparing for a period of a us- 


Rduse to lose Indonesian contract 


By Richard Ubyd Parry 
abd Michael Hurt^ien-. ‘ 


THE constrofctKra • company 
■tta£ai^ac;Btore'«f seM-abe- 

of the fan of President St&ar- 



.. ernmeQf . poisedv to ca nc el a 
$625in joim- venture involving 
the dictator** daughter. 

Sources in . the Indonesian 
government fold The Indepen- 
dent yesterday that they want to 
find another private company to 
build a $9km toll roadwhich. 
T rafalg ar House, now called 
Kvaemer, is constructing’ in 
TWest Java. . . 

j • :v Nefti bf the latest blow to • 

' , Britisliimterests nr Indonesia 


Tec Big ’ companies • with’ coh- 


tracts linked to family or founds 
of the former PresidentSuhar- 
ta RoDs-Royce,RioTinto, BP, 
United Biscuits and the Bank of 
Scotland aD have projects that 
may come under scrutiny. 

Last night, Kvaemer said it 
hoped to salvage the toll road ,, 
deal, but government sources 
said they were keen to scrap it 
They claim that foe project is 
bdi^schohile and that rela- 
tions between the British com- 
. pany.and foe Ministiy of Public 
Works have all bot broken 


down. Tlx: project is likely to be 
scrutinised for evidence that it 
was awarded as a result of 
nepotistic favours granted to 
'ffafalgar House’s partner in the 
deal - Suharto's eldest daugh- 
ter, Srti Harijanti Rnktnana. 
better known as Tutul. 

“Wfe want to end foe whole 
thing,” a senior government 
source said yesterday. “The 
ground-breaking was one year 
ago, and by now they were sup- 
posed to have completed one 
segment. We have reminded 


them many times, but relations 
are not good.” 

The news comes five days af- 
ter a £225m contract involving 
Thames Water and Suharto’s el- 
dest son was suspended after al- 
legations of nepotism. 

The secretary-general of foe 
Ministry of Public Works, 
SmiaryoStmiad^saidyesteitiay 
that foe government will “in- 
tensify” their investigations into 
companies with links to Suhar- 
to relatives and cronies. 

Contracts at risk, page 2 


By Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

CLARE SHORT last night 
issued a heartfelt plea for aid 
agencies to help her break the 
vicious cyde of aid appeals, like 
Sudan, which were diverting 
resources from long-term 
development. 

She warned that people 
found endless humanitarian 
appeals “unbearable and they 
become depressed”. 

“The pictures come in, they 
flinch and turn away.” 

Her outspoken analysis pro- 
voked immediate denunciation 
from some aid agencies. 

Ms Short, the Cabinet min- 
ister in charge of foe Depart- 
ment for International 
Development, told a London 
conference organised by Dis- 
patches from Disaster Zones 
that overseas aid should target 
longer-term development prob- 
lems. to strike at the heart of 
many disasters. 

She said that foe current 
crisis in Sudan - where an 
estimated 350,000 people are 
starving after decades of civil 
war - was the result of political 
breakdown, not an act of God. 

But she warned: “In recent 
years, there has been an increase 
in humanitarian aid and a re- 
duction of aid for development. 

“If it Is all humanitarian we 
are just going round in an end- 
less cyde that never reaches a 
solution. The cyde is fantasti- 
cally destructive.” 

While politicians and aid 
groups should be focusing on 
the world’s rapacity for progress 
in areas like educational stan- 
dards and fighting poverty, foe 
public at large was developing 
compassion fatigue, Ms Short 
said. 

“People get really angry 


when they think progress is 
possible but the steps aren’t be- 
ing taken politically,” she said. 

“Out of genuine compassion, 
we are trapped in a destructive 
cycle that is preventing us 
mobilising foe political will to 
go forward.” 

Ms Short urged aid agencies 
to talk to her about switching 
foe emphasis of their work to- 
wards longer-term develop- 
ment and improving public 
awareness. 

“What Td like to consider is 
that we cease to do those kinds 
of appeals. We could do posi- 
tive advertising. 

“I don't believe there is a 
lack of compassion among peo- 
ple, but there is a deep de- 
spondency that is paralysing.” 

But Peter Wilker, director of 
disaster policy for foe Interna- 
tional Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies, 
said last night: “It is a little bit 
like blaming 999 crews because 
we have a tot of road accidents.” 

He described Ms Short's 

speech as "good analysis. wroDg 

conclusion”. 

Alberto Navarro, director of 
foe European Community 
Humanitarian Office, said: “Hu- 
manitarians aren't at all respon- 
sible for conflicts. These 
confrontations between human- 
itarians and development - we - 
are two sides of foe same coin. 
We have the same objectives.” 

But be warned that Ms 
Short’s speedi could provoke a 
switch in emphasis to “trade not 
aid" - encouraging poorer 
countries to develop their 
economies while limiting foe 
supply of overseas aid. 

“Unfortunately, in the pre- 
sent world, trade and aid are 
needed. Appeals are not only 
for raising money but also for 
raising awareness." 


One of the thousands of starving children in southern Sudan. Clare Short said that if aid agencies were constantly appealing 
for emergency aid the world would be 'going round in an endless cyde that never reaches a solution’ Photograph: AP 


terity, he announced font foe 
government would sell off many 
government offices and use the 
money to help the nation 
through foe tough times ahead. 

In a later news conference, 
Mr Sharif renewed an offer of 
a non-aggression pact with In- 
dia “on foe basis of a just set- 
tlement” of the countries' 
dispute over Kashmir. 

President Clinton con- 
demned Pakistan’s decision as 
a lost opportunity: “We have no 
choice but to impose sanc- 
tions," he said last night 

Treaty pressure, page 17 


Rail strikes 

RAIL workers voted over- < 
whelmingty in favour of in- 
dustrial action over pay and 
conditions yesterday. Strikes 
by members of the RMT 
union could start within two 
weeks and cause widespread 
disruption. Page 4 

HilTiger fakes’ 

TESCO was yesterday served 
with a writ accusing it of 
selling counterfeit Tommy 
Hflfiger goods. Page 5 



/ TICK THE LANGUAGE 
YOU WANT TO SPEAK IN 
THREE MONTHS’ TIMEj 

How often have you wished you could speak another 
language? Now is the time to do something about It. With 
Llnguaphone you’ll leant easily, enjoyably, naturally. The 
Unguaphone method gives you the freedom to team at 
your own pace. You study whenever and wherever you 
choose, and it works. Learning another language can take 
you as little as half an hour a day. After 12 weeks with 
your Unguaphone course, 
you'll be speaking confl- 
A!n» penned dently and correctly, find out 
Mwoonto more today. Send for your 
free cassette and information 
Mi*t4 pack. Or cati us now on 
0800 282 417. 
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By Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


■ Overbearing 
and over here 
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Recyded paper made up 
41.4% of the raw material far 
UK newspapers In the 
first half of 1997. 


A POLICE FORCE whose 
chief constable was forced to re* 
sign following his handling of a 
sexual harassment ca$e was se- 
verely criticised yesterday by 
government inspectors for its 
treatment of women officers. 

In 1996 North Yorkshire 
police paid out more than 
£100,000 to a female former 
detective, and £10,000 to a sec- 
ond woman officer. But a report 
yesterday said there was 'little 

evidence of commitment' hy rhe 
force to improve equal oppor- 
tunities and also revealed that 
there were no wometf officers 
above the rank of inspector. 

In one of the most damning 
reports in recent times by the 
Inspectorate of Constabulary, it 
said there was a “pressing need 
for urgent interim action" and 
an overhaul of the force's com- 
mand structure. 

The Chief Constable of the 
force, David Burke, resigned in 
January after disciplinary pro- 
ceedings were brought against 
him - and then dropped - by the 
police authority. 

The disciplinary case came 
after claims of sexual harass- 
ment were made by women 
officers at Harrogate police 
station. Former Constable Lib- 
by As burst alleged bizarre ini- 
tiation rites at the station, 
involving officers being forced 
into dog kennels and male con- 
stables made to wear bulldog 
clips on their nipples. 

C laimin g sexual harassment 
by male colleagues, she ac- 
cepted an undisclosed sum in an 
out-of-court settlement from 
the force in 1996 in return for 
dropping her claim. Some re- 
ports put the sum she received 
as high as £600,000, although 
the figure is thought to be 
about £150,000. 

Another female officer bas- 
ed at Harrogate received an 
estimated £10,000. 

In the report, which fol- 
lowed an inspection of the force 
shortly after Mr Burke resigned, 
it called for a “root-and-branch" 
review of the force’s structure. 


to ‘bring about “meaningful 
change to rts or ganisa tio na l 
culture”. 

It added: “Nowhere is this 
more required than in the area 
of equal opportunities, yet Her 
Majesty’s Inspector Was disap- 
pointed to find Ikde evidence 
of commitment, let alone in- 
vestment. 

“Force personnel have little 
or no confidenefe in established 
processes such &$ training and' 
the grievance procedure." 

There has been a “signifi- 
cant” rise in' the rannber of of- 
ficial complaints- 14 in the past 
nine months of last year - half 
of Which involved “inappropri- 
ate or discriminatory behav- 
iour”, said the inspectors. 

While about 13 per cent of 
die force's officers were women, 
the vast majority of these were 
of lower rank. 

Hie absence of female offi- 
cers above the rank of inspec- 
tor was compared to a national 
average of about 4 per cent. The 
inspectors found that there 
were very few women detectives 
or traffic officers in the 1,40ft- 
stroag force. 

The inspectors also revealed 
that the part-time pott of Equal 
Opportunities (EO) officer had 
been abolished and that EO 
training was suspended. A spe- 
cial board established to mon- 
itor equal opportunities within 
the force had not met for eight 
months. 

In response to the report, 
David Kenworthy, the new 
Chief Constable of North York- 
shire, promised to deliver a 
“more dynamic, open and ac- 
countable style of management 
to build on the already impres- 
sive performance of the force”. 
Mr Ken worthy added: “There 
are a fot of thirigs that aren't be- 
ing done properly - the griev- 
ance procedure is not being 
done r property,., people don't 
trustit.* •’ 

Mr Kenworthy, who came to 
the force from Avon and Som- 
erset police four months ago, 
said he was carrying out a re- 
view of management structure 
and would be hiring an equal 
opportunities officer. 
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Hubert N*= (.eft), Monetury Fund director forA*a Padnc, 


with the Muslim leader, Airuen Rais (right); Mr Neiss said that Mr. Rab was 


Investments at risk as British firms 


costly fallout 


SOME of Britain’s biggest com- 
panies were yesterday identified 
as Havin g interests in Indonesia 
with links to former President 
Suharto or his cronies. 

Projects worth hundreds of 
millions of pounds were secured 
by teaming up with companies 
linked to die president's six 
children or his closest friends - 
bat now many of these are 
coming under scrutiny from 
the new government. 

Thames Water has already 
had a £22Sm project to supply 
water to half the population of 
Jakarta suspended and ques- 
tions have been raised about the 
future security. of PowerGen’s 
role in a £l-065bn power station 
project in east Java. ,. .. . 

Suharto's eldest son,. Sigh, 
contrpls. a . company which , 
Thames had to go info part- 
nership with, while PbweiGen’s 
partner was part-owned by an- 
other of the former president’s 
sons, Bambang. 

These companies, however, 
are not alone in having links dial 
were once advantageous but are 


Once-vrtal links to the Suharto dan may now prove a liability 
for UK businesses. Steve Boggan and Mark Oliver report 


now potentially disastrous. Ac- 
cording to information com- 
piled by the Indonesian human 
rights campaigners TapoL, there 
co uld be many more. 

Rio Tin to is a shareholder in 
PT Freeport Indonesia, which, 
runs a $3bn copper and gold 
mining operation in Irian Jaya. 
Anotfterfaeeport shareholder 
is a company 80 per cent con- 
trolled by Suharto-controlled 
charitable foundations, with 
the remaining^) pcx.cenr di-... 
vided up. between Suharto's 
son Sigi/ a#d golfing partner. 
Bob Hasan. . . .. 

.The compapysgidU h?4 jnot 
deliberately allied itself to any 
Suharto famity or friends and was 
committed to long-term invest- 
ment in the region without be- 
coming involved in politics. “We 
are, and always have been, com- 
pletely and utterly neutral as for 
as politics go," a spokesman said. 


BP owns 51 per cent of In- 
donesia’s first polyethylene 
plant, PTPeni.Sigit owns 9 per 
cent of the company while 
Bambang controls a company 
which has secured a five-year 
contract to supply the plant with 
half its ethylene requirements. 

BP said it was not concerned 
about die operation’s links to 
the Suharto family. A spokes- 
man described the deal as a nor- 
mal commercial investment. 

- . Rolls-Royce's agent in In- 
donesia is PTMahasaranaBua- 

na, a company owned . by 
Suharto's youngest son, Tbinmy.. 
RgJ^Rqyce^ engines 3re used, iq . 
the Hawk aircraft and the Nr25- 
passenger planes manufactured 
by the state aircraft company 
IPTN, which was headed by BJ 
Habibie before he became pres- 
ident IPTN also services the 
Rolls-Royce Trent engines used 
in the Airbus A-330 planes flown 


by the state carrier, Garuda. 
Rolls confirmed that it was in- 
volved in the projects attributed 
to it by Tapol, but refused to 
confirm the identity of its agent 

Ihytor Woodrow is involved 
in building a $1.2bn light rail- 
way in east Java with GEC Al- 
sthom and a third partner, the 
Bimantara Group, Thpol claims. 
Biman Lara is controlled by 
Bambang. 

Last night, Taylor Woodrow 
said GEC Alsthom had signed, 
a letter of intent with an In- 
donesian company id October 
1996 and they had come.oq 
board a year ago. Neither cong 
parry would confirm the In- 
donesian company was the 
Bimantara Group. 

A Taylor Woodrow spokes- 
man said: “We are obviously 
aware of the political situation 
but we are a well established 
company, and have been in- 


volved in Asia for 40 years." 

The Bank of Scotland is in- 
vesting £5-5m in a huge paper-. 
mill project in south Sumatra! 
One of the other investors, 
with a 16 per cent stake, is PT 
Trodden Satriaputra, which is 
owned by one of Suharto’s 
daughters, Tlitut .. 

The bank’s annual report 
said its exposure in the entire 
South-east Asia region amount- 
ed to only 0.17 per cent of its 
assets. A spokeswoman said 
the figure quoted by Tapol rep- 
resented a commitment to lend 
over the next two years, only a 
fraction of which has been ex- 
tended so far. 

In 1994, United Biscuits 
launched a joint, venture with 
theiSalim Group to build and 
nmn biscuit factoryin westJava. 
The Salim Group, which has a 
50 per cent stake in tbeprqject, 
is owned by Liem Sioe Uong, 
Suharto's closest friend. 

The company said it was anx- 
ious to see the project contin- 
ue successfully but its corporate 
exposure was “virtually nil". 
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INDIA is awaiting with some 
anxiety the arrival of the sum- 
mer monsoon rains. For the 
past few weeks, the plains in 
the north of the country have 
been sweltering in dry, 45C 
heat and dozens of people have 
died. As water and electricity 
supplies failed, the authorities 
have been roundly criticised for 
tbeir failure to cope with the 
intemperate temperatures. 

Fortunately, local meteo- 
rologists have predicted a nor- 
mal monsoon this year, despite 
the meddling and disruptive in- 
fluence of El Nino, which has 
thrown so much of the weath- 
er in the south -Asian region 
out of kilter. 

The word monsoon is de- 
rived from the Arabic mausim, 
meaning “season". A monsoon 
is the large-scale seasonal re- 
versal of the prevailing wind 
regime - usually involving a 


change in the direction of the 
dominant airflow of at least 
120°, causing distinct dry and 
wet seasons. 

The most extreme mon- 
soons are experienced in a re- 
gion stretching from the Sudan 
and Tanzania, across the Indian 
Ocean to southern Arabia, 
over tiie Indian sub-continent, 
the countries of South-east 
Asia and China's seaboard. 
Unlike foe West African mon- 
soon, which is limited to the 
tropical zone, the Asian mon- 
soon can extend far to the 
north, dumping huge amounts - 
of snow onto the Himalayas 
and pushing even into the Ti- 
betan plateau and Manchuria. 

The causes . of 
monsoonshave been much de- 
bated, and include the north 
and south migrations of the jet 
streams over the tropics. The 
moist air masses that lead to 
India's summer r ains can orig- 
inate from as far away as the 
Mediterranean and even the 
Atlantic. 

But, to the farmers of In- 
dia and Bangladesh, who look 
to the skies for their survival 
the onty question of any im- 
portance is when the rain will 
falL 
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Unions slate Low Pay Commission proposals as a recipe for alienation. Barrie Clement reports 



Workers at K Fashions in Smethwick, West Midlands. It has been estimated that the minimum wage would affect IJS mSHon people, mainly women, with some regions more affected than others Photograph: jenny Leusby 

Row grows over move to deny 
minimum wage to the young 


THE plan to set a minimum 
wage at £3.60 looks set to cause 
a rift between government min- 
isters, with some seeking to 
ensure fewer workers are cov- 
ered. While the Department of 
Industry is minded to accept the 
Low Pay Commission’s sub- 
mission, hawks in the Treasury 
and Number 10 are concerned 
it could be inflationary and 
cause substantial unemploy- 
ment among young people. 

The commission has pro- 
posed that those who are 21 or 
older should be paid £3.60, 
that 18 to 21 -year-olds should 
receive £33 and that there 
sbould be no minimum for 16 
to 18-year-olds. Government 
advisers believe lower rates 
oould be extended to indude all 
employees under 26, arguing 
that employers will be less en- 
thusiastic about offering place- 
ments to participants in the New 
Deal programme if they have to 
pay the full rate. 

News that some ministers 
might seek to limit coverage of 
the minimum will further en- 
rage union leaders who yester- 
day rounded on the whole 
principle of lower rates for 
yobnger workers. John Ed- 
monds, general secretary of the 
GMB general union, said the 
recommendation was likely to 
create social alienation and a 
“two- tier” system which would 
turn the under-Zlsinto second- 
class citizens. 

-However, John Monks, 
TUC general secretary, said 
the figures were “a reasonable 
step in the right direction”. 
Ken Jackson, of the Amalga- 
mated Engineering Union, said 
it constituted a key element in 
the Government's plan to rer 
forin the welfare system and 



‘I will have to look for a place overseas and will probably need to lose 80 staff’ 


FOR Ttevor Hall, managing di- 
rector and chairman of a knit- 
ting firm in Leicester, a 
minimum wage of £3.60 is “an- 
other nail In the coffin” which 
w3nea<f to job losses and force 
him _to take his business abroad. 

Mr .Hall, who manages 
Commando Knitwear, in South 
Wigston, said: “I will go over- 
seas. X have already gone down 
that road once. I made con- 


nections and then felt loyalty to 
this country." But this time he 
would have no qualms. 

Mr Hall estimates that he 
wiU have to pay an extra £2,000 
a week in wages. 

“This will notbe incurred by 
paying the minimum wage to 
the lowest paid workers, but by 
paying the differential between 
unskilled workers and skilled 
workers.” For example, if an un- 


skilled worker’s hourly pay was 
set to increase by 60p, skilled 
workers would expect the same 
payrise, said Mr Hall, who em- 
ploys more than 100 people. 

“With the strong pound my 
export market has gone and my 
turnover last year was down by 
half a million pounds. 

“We have never faDy re- 
covered. have lost the mar- 
ket in Europe," he said. Most 


of his UK competitors were al- 
ready having most of their 
stock mad; abroad, in countries 
like Romania, because it was so 
much cheaper. 

The minimum wage would 
lead him to become an importer 
and tolook fora place overseas; 
“I will probably have to loose 
about 80 of my staff,*’ be said. 

Suzanna Chambers 


‘I work for nothing but I’m not the sort of person who wants to remain idle* 


would encourage a high-wage, 
high- productivity economy. 

The Confederation of 
British Industry regarded the 
recommendations as “accept- 
able” but the right-wing Insti- 
tute of Directors said they could 
lead to job losses in some in- 
dustries and increased costs 
and create inflation in others. 
Some businessmen declared 
their intention to switch from 
older employees to under-21s. 

Mr Edmonds said he was 
“very disappointed” with the 
reco mmendation, since it meant 
1 milli on young people would 


NICOLA JAMES wffl derive 
no benefit from the £3.60 an 
hour minim um wage because 
tint is already her hourly rate. 

Ms James, aged 32, a angle 
parent with three young chil- 
dren, is unimpressed with the 
proposed statutory pay floor. 
She works as a catering assis- 
tant at the University of Wiles, 
Swansea, and regards her take 
home pay of £68 per week, for 


be excluded from the mini- 
mum wage. “The Government 
will be making a very laige po- 
litical mistake indeed, if it ac- 
cepts that recommendation." 

This is the second time with- 
in weeks that Mr Edmonds 
and some of his closest col- 
leagues have clashed with offi- 
cialdom. He has declared his 
intention to campaign against 
proposed laws on union recog- 
nition which insist on a 40-per- 
cent vote in favour of collective 
bargaining before it is granted: 

Cabinet sources last night 
privately revealed irritation at 


20 hours’ work, as “disgusting”. 
University ancillary workers 
are among the lowest paid 
members of Unison, the pub- 
lic service union, which wants 
a national minimum wage erf 
£4.61 an hour. 

Last year, during the uni- 
versity holidays, Ms James had 
to borrow £1,000 to try to sur- 
vive. She is still paying off the 
loan at £14 a week. “I work for 


what they believe is the nega- 
tivity of some of the larger 
unions. BUI Moms, leader of tbe 
Transport and General Work- 
ers’ Union, also attacked the 
proposals: “If you do the same 
job, you should get the same 
money, whatever your age." 

Bharti Patel, of the Low 
Pay Unit, which has long cam- 
paigned for a statutory mini- 
mum, welcomed establishment 
of the principle bnt argued 
against lower rates for younger 
people. 

The recommendations of 

theC fliniiibStf in with tfe 


nothing really,” she said “But 
. Fro not the sort of person to 
r emain idle. I don't want to live 
off somebody else." 

On top of her weekly pay, 
Ms James also receives about 
£47 a week in Family Credit. 
She tries to keep her weekly 
food biH below £30. Her gas and 
efcctriatybflls come to £20 each 
and school bus fares cost 
£113. She spends £20 on 


views of Peter Mandelson, Min- 
ister without Portfolio, who let 
slip at the Labour conference in 
October that he favoured ex- 
emptions for 18-26 year-olds. 

The commission, set up by 
the Government to advise on 
the wage threshold, has spent 
the past six months touring the 
country collecting evidence for 
its report Ministers yesterday 
acknowledged they had re- 
ceived the document but said it 
was too early for the Govern- 
ment to reach a conclusion. 

Urn Boswell, shadow trade 
and industry spokesman, said 


petrol for her car, which she 
needs to get to work and for her 
children. 

Her rent is £51.70 a week, 
but she is hoping to move to an- 
other house where her contri- 
bution m rent could be than 
£30. “I can only manage by rob- 
bing Peter to pay Paul,” die 
said. 

Barry Clement 


the recommendations would 
increase business costs and peo- 
ple’s jab prospects would be tbe 
“likely long-term losers”. David 
Chidgey, trade and industry 
spokesman for the Liberal De- 
mocrats, said the commission 
had failed to consider regional 
variations. It would do nothing 
to lift thousands of workers in 
the South-east out of poverty. 

It was estimated yesterday 
that the £3.60 minimum would 
affect 1.5 million people, main- 
ly women, in jobs such as shop 
workers, hotel staff, security 
guards and care workers. Alas- 



1 Profession Average hourly pay 

Waiters and waitresses 

£Z93 

Bar staff 

£3Jt 

Ntrsay nurses 

£3.17 

Sahsfiurys butefiflr 

£5.14 

Bank cashier 

£5.44 

Rrsflghtar 

£7.12 

Bectrician 

£7.60 

BBC manager (outside London) £9.02 

QP 

E22J0 

Army brigadier 

£31 JB 


Country IffitAnun hourly wage 

Belgium 

£420 

Csiada 

£2.17 

France 

£3.75 

Greece 

£1.52 

Japan 

£3.19 

Luxembourg 

£425 

Netherlands 

£3.96 

New Zealand 

£2.45 

Portugal 

£1.09 

USA 

£2.85 


tair Hatchett, of Incomes Data 
Services, believes the impact of 
such a rate on official average 
earnings figures could be Jess 
than recent City bonuses of 
£100,000 to £500,000. Some re- 
gions will be affected more 
than others. While most Lon- 
don workers earn in excess of 
the recommended minimum, 
staff in the tourist industry at 
most resorts could see their pay 
rise a lot The suggested rate 
compares with statutory floors 
in Belgium of £43, France 
£3.75, Luxembourg £4.25 and 
the Netherlands £3.96. 


Fury over 
‘elitist’ plan 
to charge 
for TV 
football 


By Janine Gibson 

Media Correspondent 


THE Premier League has been 
warned it will disenfranchise 
fans and make supporting foot- 
ball chibs a privilege if it agrees 
plans to introduce pay-per-view 
games on Sky Television next 
season. 

The Football Supporters As- 
sociation yesterday said it was 
“appalled” by proposals being 
discussed today at the s umm er 
meeting of Premier League 
dub chairmen. 

At the meeting a working 
party will report on discussions 
with Sky about the various op- 
tions for introducing pay-per- 
view (PPV) matches which 
could lead to an extra 144 
ga mes a season being broadcast 
to those who can afford iL 

A PPV trial scheme will be 
part of the development of 
Sky’s digital satellite television 
service, so consumers wfll have 
to pay around £200 for a set-top 
decoder box. A subscription to 
Sky’s basic channels package, in- 
cluding its three sports channels, 
costs around £17.99 a month 
and Sky is expected to charge 
up to £10 for each PPV match. 

Fkns are expected to voice 
their anger at the PPV plans this 
weekend when the Football 
Supporters’ Association holds 
its annual conference. The as- 
sociation’s vice-chairman, 
Shiela Spierf, has condemned 
the plan: “It is yet another ex- 
ample of the Premier League 
dubs diseafranchising fans. 

“To be a supporter of a Pre- 
mier League dub is now a priv- 
ilege of those of middle arid high 
income. The Premier League is 
saying to fans: ‘If you are low- 
income, we don’t want you’.” 

He added: “We are appalled 
at the total lack of consultation 
with any fans’ organisations on 
this matter.” 

Today's presentation is ex- 
pected to suggest that four Pre- 
mier League games could be 
moved from Saturday after- 
noons to a Sunday 1 3 pm kick- 
off next season. Fans could 
then choose to order between 
three or four of these on a PPV 
basis. 

Described as an “experi- 
ment”, the scheme is expected 
to lead to all eight Saturday 
games moving to Sunday for the 
season of 1999-2000. 

Financial projections sug- 
gest that PPV will generate 
gross revenues of £3 1 .8m, with 
the dubs set to receive around 
£16m on top of tbe £160m they 
are already paid by Sky. 

Sky has exclusive rights to 
broadcast PPV Premier League 
until 2001, but it must reach an 
agreement to begin the scheme 
□ext season so that it can con- 
vince consumers to pay out for 
the 200-plus channels on the 
new digital satellite service. 

A limited PPV movies ser- 
vice, Sky Box Office, currently 
airs on the existing satellite 
service with occasional “special 
event” PPV boxing nights. Next 
week, a Robbie Williams con- 
cert will be broadcast live on Sky 
Box Office at a cost of £9.95 to 
viewers. 

The chairman of Manches- 
ter United, Martin Edwards, 
backs the PPV plan. He said 
yesterday that he had conduct- 
ed a telephone straw poll of the 
20 Premier League chairmen 
and found most to be broadly 
in favour of introducing PPV 
next season. 
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®f you want to spend a bit longer away 
from the football this summer, Hertz have 
an offer to help you get away from it all. 
®ar example, rear a car to Malaga for only 
£98 a week, then after the first week you 
only pay £7 for each additional dayk rental. 
®o find out about other destinations, 
call your local travel agent or Hertz 24 
hours a day on: 

~0990 90~60 90 

wwwJaertz.com 


forld Cup with Hertz 


1ST WEEK* 

ISTKAlMYlimSt* 

SPAIN DUUOU 

£98 

£7 

SPAIN lAucwm 

£100 

£8 

PORTUGAL. 

£112 


GREECE 

£163 

£12 

SWITZERLANb 

£166 

£12 

FLORIDA 

£168 

£15.50 

CALIFORNIA 

£J68 . 


ITALY 

£184 

£13 
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A SUMMER of rail chaos 

loomed yesterday after main- 
tenance workers voted for in- 
dustrial action in a dispute over 
pay and conditions. 

Strikes by members of the 
RMT union could start within 
a fortnight and cause wide- 
spread delays and cancella- 
tions. Yesterday it announced 
votes for action at seven out of 
eight maintenance companies 
and expects most workers at an- 
other six firms where results are 
due in a week to follow suit The 
10,000 employees work on sig- 
nalling and tracks. 

Figures yesterday showed 
67 per cent of staff had opted 
for action. Representatives 
meet in London on 6 June to de- 
cide what form the action will 
take and when. 

The union says restructuring 
deals on offer from the com- 
panies mean many members 
will be worse off Bob Crow, the 
union's assistant general secre- 
tary, calculated that an em- 
ployee on the basic grade 
working 49 hours a week, in- 
cluding 10 hours' overtime, 
would be £40 worse off. 

The companies are trying to 
reform the old British Rail sys- 
tems, which meant staff were on 
low basic rates but with con- 
siderable and camples “add- 
ons". Yesterday Mr Crow called 
for imm e diate negotiations and 
some companies registered 
readiness to meet the union. 

Current basic rates vary 
from £166 to £220 a week for 
track workers, the union said. 
Negotiators for RMT have 
called for basic rates of £16,000 
to £27,000, better leave and a 
four-hour cut to 35 a week. 

The companies affected by 
yesterday's ballot results are 
AMEC Rail, AMEY Railways, 
GCRM, First Engineering. 
Centrac and three repair firms 
owned by the Balfour Beatty 
construction firm. They cover 
rail infrastructure in southern 
and south-west England, south 
Wales, the Midlands, East An- 
glia, and Scotland. 
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Ably Ibrham, 10, a performer with Carats Ethiopia from i 
yesterday; the popularity of the circus, whose artistes are 




Ababa, shoy^g (iff his unicycle skills at the straws venue on the South Bank in London 
8 to 18, has1«fto an extra performance scheduled for Sunday Photograph; Brian Harris 


Detective failed to meet 
Lawrence family for a year 


By Kathy Marks 

THE senior Scotland Yard de- 
tective who led the investigation 
into the murder of the black 
t w»nnger Stephen Lawrence ad- 
mitted yesterday that he did not 
meet Stephen’s parents until mere 
than a year after he was killed 

Former detective superin- 
tendent Brian Weeden told the 
public inquiry into Stephen's 
death that he made “consider- 
able efforts" to see Neville and 
Doreen Lawrence alter their 
son was stabbed by a white gang 
in Eltham, south-east London, 
in April 1993. 

But he agreed with Michael 
Mansfield, QC, counsel for the 
family, that their first meeting 


in fact took place in May 1994, 
shortly before he retired. “Of 
course this was far too late to 
be as beneficial as an early 
meeting," he said. 

Cross-examined about the 
breakdown in relations between 
police and the Lawrences in the 
first fortnight, Mr Weeden sug- 
gested that the family should ac- 
cept some of the blame. 

He said he wrote a letter to 
them early on, requesting a 
meeting, and sent verbal mes- 
sages through two family liaison 
officers. He also invited them to 
visit the incident room. 

“I was creating the oppor- 
tunities, but they were not be- 
ing taken up," he said. “At the 
end of the day there does need 


to be a degree of co-operation. 
It is a two-way process. It takes 
two to tango." . 

Tbld by Mr Mansfield that the 
Lawrences never receivied the let- 
ter, Mr Weeden replied: “Well, 
that's the first I've heard of it" 
Mr Weeden, who was in 
charge of the murder inquiry for 
14 months, agreed that when he 
decided to arrest the five prime 
suspects, he made no arrange- 
ments for the f amil y to be no- 
tified beforehand. But he said 
he believed that they were 
informed less than an hour 
after officers went to the sus- 
pects' homes. _ 

Mr Mansfield told him that 
the Lawrences found out about 
the development from television 


and radio news. "The message 
about the arrests did not get 
through to the family/' he said. 

Later, questioned by 
Michael Egan, counsel for the 
Police Federation, Mr Weeden 
sought to clarify his admission 
on Wednesday that he had not 

until recently understood the le- 
gal grounds on which suspects 
could be arrested. He said that 
by the time he was interviewed 
for a Police Complaints Au- 
thority report last year, the bar- 
rage of criticism he had freed 
over his failure to make swift ar- 
rests had left him confused. “In 
1993, the knowledge I had of the 

c riminal law was far better than 

five years Ijfter," he said. 

■ Mr Weeden also dqa^d that 


the investigation was obstruct- 
ed by rarism, or by a corrupt link 
between a police officer and the 
father of one of the five suspects. 

The corruption allegations, 
he said, were “frankly ludi- 
crous". And he went on: “When 
one looks at the matters that 
have been advanced, they will 
be seen as being very, very 
thin, if not transparent ... 

“My officers did everything 
they possibly could to see this 

case through to a successful con- 
clusion. They all worked ex- 
tremely hard, and the fact that 
there was no successful prose- 
cation was not a consequence 
of a lade of commitment, but 
rather a lack of evidence." 

The inquiry continues. 




inquiry. Ihe committee is deciding whether 
consultants James WisheSrt ^ ^ 

jobnRo^ fonner chief . 

Trust, have been proved as fact. , . 

Two family services for Diana 

TOE t»o families of Dima, 

will hold a private memona l “ L “ E 

banks of the lake at their ancestral home, Althorp. . 

Pair held over child murders 

A MAN and a vmman aeco^ of murieriog thi^chtom 

were remanded in custody when they i 
Brighton Magistrates' court yesterday. They are^^of 
muSering thn^bqjs, aged 18 months, five; w«*s and s^weeks, 
who dfedon different dates at Brighton, Hast Sussex, 

April 1994 and March 1997. The 35 -year-old man and 24-year- 
old woman were remanded in custody until 4 June. 

Man held over missing mother 

A MAN was arrested yesterday in connection wnh the dsap- 
pearancc oFMarsha Wray, 38, of Harrogate, North Yorkshire, 
who was last seen as she dropped her children at school mJan- 
uaiy 1997. A Harrogate man was arrested in the neighbour- 
ing town ofKnaresbo rough yesterday morning, police said. He 
was being questioned yesterday at Harrogate police station. 

Fall in lone-parent support 

THE number of lone parents on Income Support has fallen 
below a million for the first time in five years, new figures 
showed yesterday. The number had risen from 770,000 in 'May 
1990 to 1,022,000 in November 1996 - but fell to 982,000 in 
the year to November 1997. 

Titanic’ teddy fetches £11 ,000 

A MOURNING Teddy, commissioned after the Tdarac tragedy 
in 1912, fetched £10^25 at a Christie's auction in London yes- 
terday. The bear was one of 12 black teddies, made by the 
German firm Steiff, displayed in shop windows after the sinking. 
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Introducing low-cost term 
assur ance from Legal & General 

Wouldn’t it make sense to pay for life 
assurance only when you really need it? 
When your children are growing up. for 
example. Now you can, with the 
Lpgai & General Family Protection Plan. 

For just 20p' a day (subject to 
individual details), the lump sum is paid 
should you die during the term of 
die policy’. For that premium. 


a non-smoking man aged 30 could get 
£50300 of cover for 15 years. 

But the real advantage is you choose the 

term of the policy and the amount of cover 
you require or the monthly contribution 
that suits you. 

So if you’d prefer life assurance that isn't 
a lifetime commitment, call 0500 33 66 66 
or send for your personal, no-obligation 
quote today. 

*Equivalen{ id £6.08 a month. 


Minimum premium of £5.00 per 
■noodi equates to 17p a day. 


free icK ) 

Intel flora V( >,ldjer 


Please send me, uilhoul obligation, tm information pack 
on The Legal & General Fondly Protection Plan. 

Tide iHrMrwNtMi- Mil Surname — 


Postcode 

Td do. home 


Date or hinh . 
Td no. work . 


Past ur. Legal * General. FREEPOST (SWC0467), Cardiff CF1 1YW 


0500 33 66 66 


av-.'MdJS. 


- ?Oi Ziewec: 


Further htfonnatkai do other Legal & General products 
is available on our website. www.LaadG.cgOl 

Call now for an 
instant quote 

For your protection, and id enable is in deal *fiih 
any queries dm may arise, calls will usually be 
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legal fight 
over ‘fake’ 
Hilfiger 


By Glenda Cooper 
Consume- Affairs Correspondent: 

.1 

IN THE blest twist in the war 
between supermarkets and de- 
signer labels, Tesco was yester- 
day served with a writ accusing 
the stores of selling fake Tom- 
my Hilfiger goods. 

The US sportswear fashion 
business claims that some 
clothing on sale in the super- 
markets was the work of coun- 
terfeiters and has served a writ 
seeking damages and a High 
Court injunction to stop the 
stores selling allegedly fake 
products 

But Tesco immediately re- 
acted by saying that it “ab- 
} solutcly believes" that the 
garments on sale are genuine 
and accused Tommy Hilfiger of 
trying to “muddy the waters” 
over the issue of selling designer 
labels in supermarkets. It added 
that there “would not be any is- 
sue if brands like Tommy Hil- 
figer agreed to supply us 
directly”. 

Undercover agents bought 


sample goods from 25 Tesco 
stores at the rime of the pro- 
motion which started on East- 
er weekend. The company said 
that clothing was seni to the 
. United States to be tested. A 
spokesman said that Tommy 
Hilfiger had carried out ex- 
haustive “due diligence" stud- 
ies to establish what was 
counterfeit, adding: u You do not 
go up against a company like 
Icsco without having done your 
homework first." 

Tesco bad bought the mer- 
chandise from unofficial 
sources - the so-called “grey 
market" - as part of drive to tar- 
get designer labels which refuse 
to supply the chain on the 
grounds that their stores are not 
the right environment for ex- 
pensive clothing. 

The Hilfiger offer, available 
in 200 stores, is the latest in a 
scries of high-profile attempts 
to sell leading brands at cheap- 
er prices. 

Tesco has targeted several 
designer labels in this way. 
starting with the sale of cheap 



Fashion designs from Tommy Hilfiger (above right) sent undercover agents to Tesco stores before Issuing a writ 


Levi jeans and followed by of- 
fers on Calvin Klein clothes. 

On Wednesday, to Lhe fury 
of Umbro, it stalled selling of- 
ficial England and Scotland 
World Cup football shirts for 


about 25 per cent less than oth- 
er British retailers. 

A spokesman for Tommy 
Hilfiger said yesterday that Lhe 
issue was not about Tesco sell- 
ing its goads cheaply, but 


whether the customer was be- 
ing sold counterfeit goods. 
‘Tbmmy Hilfiger is a globally re- 
spected brand and we owe it to 
ah our consumers that whenever 
they buy Tbmmy Hilfiger mer- 


chandise they can be sure it is 
genuine,” said Fred Gehring, 
chief executive of Tommy Hil- 
figer Europe. 

“We are therefore deter- 
mined to take Urn legal action 


Photographs: Chris Moore 


to stamp out the trade in coun- 
terfeit goods". 

The writ, which includes a 
claim for damages, calls for an 
injunction to restrain Tesco 
from infringing trademarks and 



“passing off" clothing and ac- 
cessories as having been made 
by Tbmmy Hilfiger. 

The writ also calls for the su- 
permarket chain to destroy all 
remaining allegedly counter- 
feit HUfiger-branded items in its 
possession and to identify “all 
persons and corporations” 
which had supplied it with the 
allegedly counterfeit goods. 

John Gildersleeve, a direc- 
tor of Tesco, said that if there 
was ever doubt about the au- 
thenticity of its goods, it would 
withdraw them mmediately. 

“We don’t understand why 
Tommy Hilfiger has taken this 
action now. We have been seel- 
ing tbeir products for over sev- 
en weeks and have given them 
access to inspect the foil range. 

“They have repeatedly re- 
fused to meet us to discuss sup- 
ply issues. We can only believe 

that this is a move to muddy the 
waters over the real issue of se- 
lective distribution - a system 
that brands operate to restrict 
supplies and maintain high 
prices.” 
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AN ARMY chaplain accused of 
harassment and indecent assault 
was a “soldier’s soldier” with an 
“earthy” sense of humour, a 
court martial heard today. 

Radre Captain Richard Lan- 
dalL 41, enjoyed bawdy jokes 
with his colleagues who never 
took offence, the court martial 
was laid. 

On the fflxth day Of the hear- " 
ing at Aldershot,' Hants, Cap- 
tain Joseph Strachan told the 
court: "The padre has got a very 
keen sense of humour, a sol- 
dier’s sense of humour, some- 
times an earthy sense of 
humour. But it is one people can 
relate to straight away. 

“I have never spoken to 
anyone who has ever taken of- 
fence at that sense of humour. 

“As an example, I think we 
bad been in Bosnia for three 
weeks and the padre asked me 
if I had any risque photos of ray 
wife. I said *No\ and he asked 
me if I wanted any. I laughed 
because it was funny. X have 
never been asked anything like 
that by a padre before. It is a sol- 
dier’s type of joke. 

“Ws were in a very male en- 


vironment and people were 
making jokes like that all the 
time and he was no exception.” 

Capt Strachan said that Lan- 
dall was the most effective mil- 
itary padre he had known in 24 
years of army service. 

*T have never met anyone 
who cared so much about the 
ordinary soldier or who could 
relate to them coming from a 
very similar background. 

“He has a way of talking to 
soldiers and to their families 
that immediately puts them at 
their ease. He is able to com- 
municate quite complex ideas 
in very siznple language to some 
people who are not always very 
educated." 

He added that Landal) was 
a direct preacher and people 
could remember sermons he 
had delivered two years later. 

“He had a way of putting 
across the religious message in 
terms that the simplest soldier 
could understand," he said. 

Sergeant David Harris, who 
served with LaudaD. said: “I saw 
the padre as a soldier’s soldier 
and as an approachable man 
who was familiar with the 


troops without being too fa- 
miliar." 

Landail denies four counts 
of indecent assault on a soldier's 
wife as well as harassing Fusili- 
er Sean Brazier, 26, and ha- 
rassing his wife Shelly Brazier, 
27, while they were stationed in 
Celle. Germany, between Jan- 
uary and November 1997, 

The court martial heard that 
the woman who claimed she was 
indecently assaulted by Landail 
allegedly became “boisterous 
and flirtatious” when she had 
been drinking. 

She and her husband often 
held boozy parties in the cellar 
bar of their home in Germany. 

At one party she sat on 
Padre LandaJl’s lap after plant- 
ing kisses oh his bald head, the 
court heard. 

Sergeant Major John Chari- 
ton, who lived near the couple 
in Celle, Germany, said he 
often had to go to their home 
to complain about the noise. On 
one occasion he saw the woman 
and her husband fighting out- 
side. 

The hearing was adjourned 
until tomorrow. 


Drama as theatre heads refuse 
to serve on Arts Council panel 


By Dawkf Lister 

Arts News Editor 

SOME of the biggest names in 
BritistriheaSrehave written to lhe 
Sectary of State for Culture say- 
ing they wiB refuse to serve on 
the Arts QwbxaTs expert advisory 
panels ih the wake of the resig- 
nation qf fiic drama panel. 

The panel; led by West End 


producer Thelma Holt, resigned 
last week in protest against 
changes brought in by the new 
Arts Council chairman, Gerry 
Robinson. 

These changes involved a 
lesser role for the expert panels 
and no guarantee that the pan- 
el’s chair would be a member of 
thenew Council. The Council 
hands out £40Om in grant and 
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lottery cash to arts companies 
and venues in England. 

Yesterday more than 50 lead- 
ing lights in British theatre said 
they would boycott the CounciL 
The list included producer Sir 
Cameron Mackintosh, director 
Sir Peter Hall. William Weston, 
general manager of the Royal 
Shakespeare Company, and foe 
heads of most of the subsidised 
companies in England. 

They wrote to Chris Smith* 
Secretary of State for Culture, 
wbo appointed Gerry Robinson 
and has supported his reforms, , 
saying: “We totally support the j 
reasons for the draanapanel res- | 
jgnatk*us.andwewonldh 0 twi<fr 
to serve on any Arts Council of 
En glan d panel whose Chair is not -, 
a foil member of the CounciL” 

Mr Robinson, who is also 
i chairman of Granada pic, de- 
. fended his position yesterday, 
saying: “Panel chafrmen will 
have the opportunity to attend 
and take part in Council dis- 
cussion of substantive matters ... 
Direct access to Council will be 
at whatever regularity is neces- 
sary to ensure good and .well- 
informed governance.” 

But his assurances have fail- 
ed to placate growing unease in 
the arts world. Lady Deborah 
Mrs cmfll an has resigned as chair 
of foe dance advisory panel, and 
broadcaster Stephen Phillips 
has indicated he wiD resign as 
chairman of the tonzi&g panel. 
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Blair tells Akihito he 
wants stronger ties 


By Anthony Bevins 
Political Editor 


THE STATE visit of Emperor 
Akihito and the Empress 
Michiko to Britain will 
strengthen the ties of friendship 
between the two countries, the 
Prime Minister said yesterday. 

As the protests by former 
prisoners-of-war continued. 
Ibny Blair told guests at No 10 
for a lunch in honour of the 
Emperor and Empress that 
the visit would “lead to more 
and more friendships between 
the people of Japan and 
Britain, and to a still stronger 
relationship between our coun- 
tries." Mr Blair’s official 
spokesman said later that the 
nature of the media coverage 
of the visit, dwelling on the 
protests, should not be “con- 
fused" with the visit itself. 

The Japanese government 
had always accepted that there 


would be protests, and de- 
fended the right to protest, but, 
equally there was a British ap- 
preciation of the efforts the 
Japanese had made to 'apolo- 
gise. The protests had oot 
blighted the visit 

In his speech. Mr Blair said: 
“For some, the scars of the past 
go so deep they will never 
heaL We have to understand 
and appreciate this. My gen- 
eration, in particular, has not 
forgotten what we owe to the 
generation that went before us. 
And we never wflL 

“The British character is 
very strong. It has a strong 
sense of history. We do not for- 
get our past But we also want 
to look forward in a spirit of 
reconciliation and to recognise 
the reality of oar relationship 
today with modem Japan, 
which is one of strength and 
friendship for the future.” 
Illustrating the changing 


nature of the Angio-Japanese 
relationship, the guest 1st for 
the Downing Street lunch de- 
liberately excluded establish- 
ment figures to make way for 
people who exemplified bonds . 
between the two countries. 

Mr Blair dted Michael 
McEkney and Simon Barnes, 
who last November travelled 
the length of Japan in wheel- 
chans to rase money for the In- 
ternational Spinal Research 
Trust; Heidi Potter and Sally 
Lewis, who taught English in 
Japan; and John Holland, who 
led a team from International 
■Rescue Corp to give help after 
the 1995 Kobe earthquake. 

Mr Blair's spokesman said 
the Prime Minister expected to 
meet representatives of the 
prisoners-of-war within two 
weeks. But there seemed little 
chance of changing the official 
view that the question of com- 
pensation was closed. 



Empress Mkhiko.and Cherie Blair during the hmch at Downing Street yesterday 
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‘Name and 
shame* plan 
to cut pub 
violence 


By Jason Beraietto 

Crime Correspondent 


VIOLENT pubs and dobs 
could be “named and shamed” 
by the police in an attempt to 
drive down increasing num- 
bers of alcohol-induced brawls 
and assaults. 

Police in London are con- 
sidering the move in response 
to a continuing growth in vio- 
lent crime which, they say, is 
now taking place mainly “be- 
hind closed doors”, in homes 
and pubs. 

Violent crime in the capital 
rose by 6 per cent in the year to 

April 1998, with nearly 50,000 
recorded incidents. It was also 
revealed yesterday that, overall, 
crime in the capital has 
dropped, with big reductions in 
burglaries and car break-ins, but 
an increase in sex offences. 

In an initiative that may be 
adopted nationwide, one central 
London police station is draw- 
ing up plans to report to the 
brewers a number of public 
houses which have a high num- 
ber of violent inddents. The 
names may also be passed on to 
the press - according to senior 
Scotland Yard officers - lead- 
ing to adverse publidty that 
would dissuade potential cus- 
tomers. 

Sir Paul Condon, the Met- 
ropolitan Police Commissioner, 
said this type of scheme was 
likely to become more com- 
monplace when the forthcom- 
ing Criminal Justice Act obliges 
police and local authorities to 
include a crime reduction aspect 
into all decisions. 

The Home Office’s chief 
criminologist blames a contin- 
uing national rise in the num- 
ber of assaults, in part, on the 
fact tbaL more people can now 
afford to drink to excess. 


DAILY POEM 


Old 

By William Scammell 

Old posts and joists, old timber, lumber, 
dumped and forgotten in long grass, 
burrowing slowly, going under, 
the glamorous nowhere of Atlantis 

sunk like hayricks, or sandstone bams, 
the ark mouldering on Ararat, 

Noah brewing a can of worms, 

dead to the reign of the microchip. 

The harrow ’j rusty and fast asleep; . . . 

these tyres have seen a better day. 

Cradled in weeds, even the slap 
needs another skip to haul it away 

Something waves a careless hand . 
from the boundary, smothered m ferns. 

One stone leans on another stone. 

It is better to marry than to bum. 

This poem comes from William ScammeH’s latest collection, 
his ninth: AB Set to Fall Off the Edge of the World. It is pub- 
lished by Flambard Press (price £6.95) at Stable Cottage, East 
Fourstones, Hexham NE 47 5DX. 
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Announcing this year’s 
crime statistics for London. Sir 
Phul said there had been a 5 per 
cent drop in the past year to 
778*279 offences - the lowest 
since 1989. 

There has also been a simi- 
lar redaction in the number of 
muggings and bag-snatches, 
down to 32,500. Sir Paul 
attributed part of the success to 
a controversial new' “in your 
face video” scheme, in which 
suspected and convicted mug- 
gers are openly filmed on the 
street by uniformed officers in 
an attempt to stop them 
reoffending. 

A senior officer said the 
technique ensures that the po- 
tential robbers know the police 
have evidence of what they are 
wearing and where they are on 

a given day. 

The system, currently used 
at about 30 stations in the cap- 
ital has been criticised as heawp- 
handed, particularly if used in 
racially sensitive areas, and 
could infringe the civil liberties 
of innocent bystanders. 

Scotland Yard yesterday de- 
fended tiie tactic, which was first 
used in operations against foot- 
ball hooligans, arguing that it 
■ had helped cut mugging and 
only criminals would have any- 
thing to hide. 

The number of burglaries 
recorded in London showed the 
biggest single drop - down 14 
per cent in the past year to 
135,000, from a peak of 195,000 
in 1991-92. This follows the 
high-profile, proactive Bum- 
blebee campaign. Car crime 
fell by 8 per cent to 157,000 of- 
fences, the lowest since 1980. 

The only other category of 
crime to rise - along with vio- 
lence - was sex offences, which 
went up by 9 per cent in the past 
year to 7,654. 
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Water 


week 


By Michael McCarthy 

Environnrent Corresponrierti 

WATER m mpnning dmiilH fay 
fines of up lo £500,000 for per- 
sistent pollution, so that their 
boards and shareholders sit up 
and take notice, Ed Gallagher, 
chief executive of the Environ- 
ment Agency, said yesterday. 

In an outspoken attack on 
the environmental record of the 
ten biggest water linns, which 
he said was “appalling, and 
getting even worse," he criti- 
cised the anal! fines imposed on 
them for pollution offences, 
which this year average £4300. 

To companies with massive 
profits - this year likely to to- 
tal £2bn - such sums were 
“small change”, he said, adding: 
“Fines should run into six fig- 
ures, with half a million pounds 
for the worst offenders." 

Under the Water Resources 
Act, 1991, Crown Courts haw 
powers to impose unlimited 
fines on polluters. 

Mr Gallagher's broadside, 
in which he revealed that the 
companies have been found 
guilty of polluting rivers, 
streams and bathing waters on 
average once a week so /hr this 
year, came as they began un- 
veiling their annual financial re- 
sults. which are expected to 
show record profits and record 
dividend payments to share- 
holders. 

So far this week Anglian Wfc- 
ter has reported profits up from 
£249m £o£274m and a dividend 
increase of 13 per cent; Unit- 
ed Utilities, which includes 
North-West Water, has report- 
ed profits up from £444zn to 
£46 lm and a 93-pcr-cent divi- 
dend increase; and South-West 
Water reported profits up from 


£l 19m to £1 22m, and a dividend 
increase of 113 per cent. 

The companies as a whole 
are expected to show a dividend 
increase averaging 1 1 per cent. 

Last year the average house- 
hold's annual water bill in- 
creased by nearly 6 per cent to 
£245. 

But as profits, dividends and 
bills go up. so do the pollution 
incidents. 

The Environment Agency, 
the principal pollution watchdog 
in England and Wes. has suc- 
cessfully prosecuted eight out of 
the ten water and sewerage 
companies in England and 
Wales for a total of 22 water pol- 
lution offences since January 1, 
and all ten companies have 
been found guilty by the courts 
in the past year. 

“The rale of one prosecution 
a week is absolutely unaccept- 
able," Mr Gallagher said. *TTte 
largest fine we have had so far 
was on the Severn Trent com- 
pany in 1996, and that was 
£175.000. 

“Yet it was the equivalent of 
a person earning £30,000 a year 
being fined £15. It was for the 
company’s 42nd offence, and I 
really believe it should have 
been £500.000, based on per- 
sistent pollution and the level 
of environmental damage done 
in that case." 

Nearly aQ the incidents pros- 
ecuted this year related to ille- 
gal discharges of raw or partly 
treated sewage or sewage ef- 
fluent into rivers, streams and 
bathing waters. 

Poor operational manage- 
ment and maintenance were be- 
hind many of the incidents, the 
agency said, with pumping fail- 
ures, sewer bursts and blockages 
of sewer overflows the cause in 



Pollution takes its toll of the local fish population in the river Derwent In Derbyshire 


a number of cases. In a case 
heard on 7 May (his year, Wes- 
sex Water was found guilty of 
discharging over 1 million gal- 
lons of raw sewage into a Wey- 
mouth, Dorset, marina on 
August Bank Holiday Monday 


1997, the basest day of the year. 
The company - profits last year 
£130m - was fined £5,000 with 
£500 costs. 

“That’s pretty serious pol- 
lution and it should be punished 
with a fine of a lot more than 


£5,000," Mr Gallagher said. 
“That's peanuts." 

Brian Duckworth, managing 
director of Severn Thsnt and 
chairman of Water UK, the 
trade association for the 10 
large water companies, hit bade 


at Mr Gallagher’s charges last 
night. “Ail pollution incidents 
are to be regretted whatever die 
reason," he said. “But no one 
is actively doing more to im- 
prove the quality of our rivers 
and coastal waters than the 


water companies." More than 
half the £21bu invested by the 
industry since privatisation in 
1989 has been focused on im- 
proving sewage treatment and 
the sewerage system itself. Wa- 
ter UK said. 


TV watchdog fails to clarify code for portrayal of gay sex 


By Janine Gibson 

Media Correspondent 


BROADCASTERS who have 
been lobbying for new guidelines 
on the portrayal of gay sex on 
television are expected to be dis- 
appointed next week when an ew 

code is published. 

The Broadcasting Standards 


Commission, the television 
watchdog, is due to publish a 
new code on taste and decency 
in television next week and had 
considered a new clause to state 
to viewers that the portrayal of 
gay sex onscreen is not grounds 
for complaint on its own. 

But the BSC is understood 
to have rejected the clause in its 


final draft of the code, which as 
well as providing for viewers 
who wish to make a complaint 
also acts as guidance for all the 
UK’s broadcasters over what 
they may broadcast 

Broadcasters bad asked the 
BSC to include the clause to 
clarify the watchdog’s position 
on the representation of ho- 


mosexual sex on screen. A 
broadcaster involved in the 
construction of the code said 
yesterday: “It was suggested 
that such a clause be inserted, 
because we thought the code 
should include a positive state- 
ment. We have to deal with 
complaints that would never 
have been made about hetero- 


sexual behaviour. For example, 
if The Bill features a female 
rape, nobody bothers, but if it's 
a male rape, people complain." 

Peter Tatcheli, spokesman 
for the gay rights group Out- 
Rage!, said: “The BSC appar- 
ently believes that gay sex is 
more offensive than straight sex. 
Standards of taste and decen- 


cy should apply equally without 
discrimination." 

The portrayal of any gay ac- 
tivity on screen, however chaste, 
tends to attract a certain level 
of complaints on taste and de- 
cency grounds from viewers. 
The BSC has tended in the past 
to base its rulings on the degree 
of explicitness on the sex por- 


trayed rather than the sex of the 
participants. 

The BSG which is chaired by 
Lady Howe, yesterday published 
a report criticising Channel 4’s 
TV Dinners for showing a fami- 
ly eating a human placenta A 
spokeswoman refused to com- 
ment on foe contents of the code 
until it is published next week. 


Inquiry 
over 
arrest of 
au -pair’s 
lawyer 


POLICE in foe United Slates 
have ordered an investigation 
into the drink-driving arrest of 
one of Louise Woodward's 
defence lawyers amid a row over 
claims that she told police she 
now believed the au pair was 
guilty. 

Friends of the Woodward 
family from Elton, Cheshire, 
yesterday dismissed the allega- 
tions, said to be contained in a 
police sergeant’s report on the 
arrest of Elaine Whitfield 
Sharp, 44, in Boston last Friday. 

Ms Whitfield Sharp has de- 
nied “appalling*’ claims that she 
told foe officer she was under 
pressure because she bad come 
to believe that Ms Woodward. 
20 , was guilty of foe manslaugh- 
ter of Matthew Happen. 

Fresh claims about the UK- 
born lawyer’s arrest were dis- 
closed yesterday. The report by 
Sgt Randy Cipoletta is under- 
stood to say that Ms Whitfield 
Sharp was glassy-eyed, “bel- 
ligerent" and “abusive” when 
she was stopped in her Alfa 
Romeo in foe suburb of Lynn. 

The report says that at the 
police station she refused a 
breath test and lowered herself 
to the floor, thrashing her arms 
about. She is alleged to have 
told the police of Woodward: “I 
thought she was innocent but 
now 1 know she is guilty and I 
can’t handle it” 

The report claims that when 
two medics arrived to take her 
to hospital because of her con- 
dition she threatened them and 
hit one of them in foe ambu- 
lance. 

But Ms Whitfield Sharp said 
at her home in Marblehead, 
outside Boston, where Wood- 
ward has been staying since her 
trial, that she had suffered a 
seizure at foe police station be- 
cause of medication she had tak- 
es for her meningitis, caused by 
an old brain injury. 

Woodward is awaiting result 
of a Supreme Court appeal 
hearing that will decide whether 
she is freed or sent back lo jail. 


MALE IMPOTENCE 

,4 Simple and Easy Solution. 


It's never been easier nor more simple 
...with 10 clinics nationwide. 

Thanks to new developments in the successful treatment of male Impotence 
arid premature ejaculation, it is important that you now call the London 
Diagnostic Centre for an early, confidential consultation. 

MORE THAN 30,000 SUCCESSFUL CASES 

Having successfully treated in excess of 30,000 patients over the last ten years, 
our specialist team really does have ‘the complete answer to male impotence.* 
Now, following these new developments, the treatment is even easier and 
more simple than ever to administer. 

CALL NOW FOR AN 
IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENT 

0171 629 8340/8304 
or 01 61 236 0930 

If you wish you can call our confidential advisory line on 

0171 629 8951 

Cities - Fri 2pm - 7.30pm) 

quest your free copy of The Complete Answer to Male Impotence 
and Premature Ejaculation* call our 24 Hour Confidential Answer Line 
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You really can be confident in 
FRENCH, SPANISH 
GERMAN or ITALIAN 


in 3Vz weeks. 


You get a merit warmer response when yon 
travel and command more respect in badness. 
If yne speak another language. II also kelps 
greatly with school progress. 

But many people are put off learning a language 
because they fear It takes too long, will be too 
difficult or bluntly, will be boring. 

Why? Because traditional methods have often 
put too much emphasis on pure reading and 
writing. 77k common oompafort is T can read a 
bit of French - but I can’t speak it" 

Accelerated Learning is a very different method, 
based on Nobel Prize winning research. You 
team the way you learned English - through a 
unique combination of seeing, hearing and 
doing. 


ALL THE WAYS TO LEARfl 


deal Learning. By imitating the actions on 
a unique video and repeating the phrases you 
see on super tides, you team key vocabulary 
quickly and easily. Watching ana imitating Is how 
you started to speak as a child. 

Auditory Learning. You listen to a series of 
realistic and intriguing radio plays on 12 
cassettes. You become absorbed in the story 
and motivated to hear what's next The plays 
cover ail the important situations you’fl meet and 
you absorb vocabulary easily in a natural way. 

There are parts you can practise In the car and 
even a part where the story is repeated to music, 
a technique that involves foe left brain (words & 
logic) and the right brain (music and creativity). 
The wards became as easy to remember as a 
song. 

Visual Learning. In your course the foreign 
language has the English text immediately 
alongside, ft helps you absorb the words 
naturaJiy are! easily. Then key phrases are vivkfiy 
and memorably (Unstated through "Memory 
Maps’. When you recall the images, you recall 
the words. 



THE METHOD WORKS 



Total Inrotvemant There are dozens of games 
jr new 

! ways. One, the 
i, unlocks the meaning of thousands 
of words from die very first day. 

If s the unique mute-media combination that 
engages your whole brain and gets you 
speaking confidently in such a short time. And 
fluent communication gives you a wonderful 
sense of achievement 


PROVE IT TO YOURSELF 


Education News says.Tfs radically different - 
there are so many features about it teat 
recommend it to the learner.’ Ike Baders 
testitete o! Mnr Zealand says, "Accelerated 
iBammg is the new competitive weapon." 

Mrasaszys.'ifs revolutionary." The Daily MaB 
reported that “Children using Accelerated Learning 
are rating ahead." The results are spectaaibr." 

BBC and ITY news recently reported on a school 
where®! tins more students using Accelerated 
Learning Courses got top marts compared with 
those using conventional courses. 

Australian TV news reported "Astonishing 
fluerxy." "They did two years work in three 
months." 

Hundreds of companies for whom proficiency is 


general irakmg - such as An UK, Boeffig, Boots, 
Esso, IBM, Kodak, (Cl, Rover, Glaxo, Sony. Tesco, 
Nestle, Lloyds Bank etc. 
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Alternative medicine comes in from the cold 


By Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 

FRANK DOBSON, the Health 
Secretary, called yesterday for 
“rigorous standards” to be 
applied to the practice of al- 
ternative medicine tc ensure it 
is effective and safe. 

Mr Dobson, who was speak- 
ing ax a conference aimed at 
breaking down the barriers be- 
tween orthodox and alternative 
medicine organised al the in- 
stigation of the Prince of Wiles, 
said patients wanted treatment 
that was dependable, whoever 
was providing it. Although or- 
thodox median e had trans- 
formed the lives of millions of 
people, it was not suitable for 
everyone or every condition. 

“It is dear that some people 
with some conditions do not re- 
spond to even the most modern 
orthodox treatment. It's also 
dear that some of these people 
can be and are being helped by 
forms of complementary and 
alternative medicine.” he said. 

Mr Dobson announced a 
grant of £23,000 to the Univer- 
sity of Exeter to help improve 
self-regulation by alternative 
medicine organisations. “More 
and more rigorous standards are 
being applied both to therapeutic 
practices and to the practition- 
ers themselves. Thai’s only right 
and proper. The same rigorous 
standards must be applied right 
across the board." he said. 

Medical experts who ad- 
dressed the conference said that 
critics who dismissed alternative 



anecdotal evident*, . m**+ 
tematic review, and the roleof 


was still little understood. _ 
"As physicians, when we 


Visitors at the Mind, Body and Spirit International Festival, in London, yesterday test the Accupremre Eye Massager 


medicine as witchcraft ought to 
remember that orthodox medi- 
cine was frequently unscientific 
and had the potential to do more 
harm than good. 

The Prince of Wales, who 
opened the conference, stud 


conventional doctors needed 
to understand the contribution 
individuals could make to their 
own well-being, while alternative 
practitioners bad to recognise 
the power of rigorous research. 
He said: “1 hope we shall see an 


increase in research, not only 
into the safety and effectiveness 
of alternative therapies ... bat 
also m to what people want from 
their healthcare and why they 
turn to less conventional care.” 

The conference was organ- 


ised by the Rnmdatian of In- 
legated Medicine, $e£ttp at the 
suggestion of the Prince last 
year, to bring the worlds of or- 
thodox and alternative medkane 
closer together. Experts in con- 
ventional medicine said yes- 
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terday that the two worlds were 
not so for apart. 

John Bell, professor of clin- 
ical medicine at the John RadP 
cliffc Hospital, Oxford, told the 
conference: “Orthodox medi- 
cine is often held up as a mod- 


Photograph: Peter Macdiarmld 


el of how thing s work. In fact it 
is far from perfect science." 

Most diseases were defined 
by their appearance, not their 
causes, many drugs were dis- 
covered by accident, not design, 
much treatment was based on 


UUU LAUV» 

mate it up,” be said- • 

■ Herbal preparations which- 
had teen around for tbousanfk 
of years were still being ®s- 
covered” by conventional med- 
icine. One - example was 
artessnate, used in Chin a for 
m fl i j»nnifl but emty now being 
adopted by medical scientists as 
the only effective remedy for 
severe drug-resistant malaria. 

Professor Bell said conven- 
tional doctors were also switch- 
fog focus from the disease to the 
individual wbo had it and. 
through whom it. could be ex- 
pressed in different ways —some- 
thing already familiar to alter- 

native r -'* w -^ “^needto 


sease me- paubiu 
Tarn Chalmers. director of the 
Cochrane Centre which moni- 
tors medical research, said crit- 
ics of alternative medicine who 
churned its mechanisms were not 
und erstood and it had the po- 
tential to cause more barm than 

good were guilty of applying 
double standards. “Who knows 
how aspirin relieves a headache 
or ECE (electro-aswufewe ther- 
apy) eases depression? Ortho- 
dox medicine has for greater 
potential for harm because of its. 
more powerful chemical and bi- 
ological effects and because it is 

more widely distributed." 


6 1 believe the body 
tells us what it needs ? 


AS A former nurse, Susan Pem- 
brey knew what to expect when 
her breast cancer was diag- 
nosed four years ago. She was 
happy to accept most of the con- 
ventional treatment she was 
offered, but she also wanted 
something more, writes Jeremy 
Lanrance. 

. “At one level the whole ex- 
perience [of conventional med- . 
icine] was excellent I felt safe 
and well cared far and the staff 
were competent and kind. But 
I believe the seeds of ill-health 
Be within each of us and that the 
body tells us what it needs. In 
my treatment I was looking for 
both intuition and rationality." 

She had a partial mastecto- 
my followed by radiotherapy 
and she sought in alternative 


FOR; SUSAN PEMBREY, 
BREAST CANCER 
PATIENT 


therapy something to assist and 
strengthen her body to with- 
stand this assault Being able to 
choose what treatment she 
would have gave her a measure 
of control over her illness. 

Within 24 hours of her di- 
agnosis, she developed fhi and 
a friend gave her a homoeo- 
pathic remedy. “It was truly 
miraculous. I felt better in 
bouts,” She was later prescribed 
arnica to prevent bruising as- 
sociated with the surgery and 
other remedies to help her 
cope with the radiotherapy. 
“All these were of great signif- 


icance as talismans against the 
assault,” she said. 

Later she was prescribed hy- 
pericumanda healer helped cure 
some residual nerve damage in 
her arm. She also made “radical 
changes” to her (fret, excluding 
milk, because it encourages the 
build-up of mucus. She had a 
long term interest in nutrition, 
and had practised'Tai chi and 
dancing for many years, but she. 
took a new pleasure in ensuring 
that she was well nourished. 

Speaking at the conference, 
Ms Pembrey urged doctors to 
take greater account of the 
individual needs of their patients 
and to recognise that good 
judgement involves a combina- 
tion of hard scientific evidence, 
allied with human sensitivity. 


£ Time is too precious 
to waste on twaddle ? 


CAROLINE RICHMOND 
has lived for over three years 
with non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, 
a slow-growing cancer, and ex- 
pects to survive another decade 
if she is lucky. Although she has 
tried alternative therapies in the 
past she has no intention of do- 
ing so now. 

“I was 53 when I was diag- 
nosed. I will probably die in my 
mid-sixties. That is a bit on the 
early side but not excessively 
so." She adds: “In the past 
friends have given me ho- 
moeopathic medicines and 
Bach flower remedies but I 
consider them total twaddle. 
They am tain minute amounts 
of nothing. 

“Now that ray days are num- 
bered I feel that the time left to 


AGAINST: CAROLINE 
RICHMOND. 

LYMPH OMA PATIEN T 

me is far too precious to waste 
on twaddle,” 

Ten years ago, while suffer- 
ing from an episode of anky- 
losing spondylitis, a rheumatic 
disease, she met an acupunc- 
turist at a party who invited her 
to come for treatment She 
went out of curiosity. 

“He was an extremely nice 
man and I have a lot of respect 
for him. But my rheumatologist 
had told me l should get better 
in six months and 1 have 
no evidence that having the 
pins stuck in me made any 
difference." 


“In voodoo you pay some- 
ode to stick pins in an effigy of 
your enemy. In acupuncture you 
pay someone to stick pins in 
you. It is a very odd thing to do." 

She believes it did, how- 
ever, help her cope with the 
pain. “The very act of inviting 
someone to stick needles in yon 
is part of mentally preparing to 
dad with the pain. 1 was in 
tremendous pain and I learnt to 
mentally stand aside from it 
Paying to have needles stuck in 
you may be a part of learning 
that strategy." 

For her lymphoma, she has 
had six months of intermittent 
chemotherapy to s hrink the 
tumours and will have more as 
necessary. But she has finished 
with alternative medicine. 


Ketchup cuts risk of cancer 


By Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 


KETCHUP, tomato soup and 
tomato pur£e may help cut the 
risk of cancer and heart disease, 
doctors heard yesterday. 

Research has shown that 
lycopene - 3 natural pigment 

that gives tomatoes their red 
colour and is found in high con- 
centrations in processed prod- 
ucts such as ketchup and pizza 
-is good for your health. 

Medical experts from Britain 
and the US met at the Royal So- 
ciety of Medicine in London yes- 
terday for a one-day seminar to 
review two major studies which 
suggest that a Jycupenc-rich 
diet can reduce (he risk of heart 

disease and prostate cancer. 

A six-year study uf 48,000 
male health professionals, con- 


ducted _ by Harvard Medical 
School in 1995, found that con- 
suming tomato products more 
than twice a week, as opposed 
to never, was associated with a 
reduced risk of prostate cancer 
of up to 34 per cent 

Of the tomato-based prod- 
ucts, the link was greatest for 


tomato sauce followed by 
canned tomatoes and pizza. 
Processed tomatoes contain 
much higher concentrations of 
lycopene, than fresh tomatoes, 
with 25 times more lycopene - 
absorbed into the body from 
tomato paste compared with . 
fresh tomatoes. 
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I Councils 
failed to 
check on 

'• • ; 

' childcare 


By Roger Dobson 

FOUR councils in north Wales 
where childcare has been al the 
centre of various abuse inquires 
for more than seven years have 
been criticised by the Welsh Of- 
fice for failing to inspect child 
minders. 

Under Lhe Children Act, 
drawn up to protect and safe- 
guard young people, councils 
have a statutory duty to inspect, 
al least once a year, carers who 
look after young children to 
make sure they are doing the job 
properly. 

The Welsh Office found, 
however, that eight out of the 22 
soda! services departments in the 
principality had not inspected a 
total of more than 1,000 regis- 
tered child minders and they 
have been asked to explain their 
failure to do so. 

“We have been very dis- 
turbed by the results from our 
first monitoring of inspections 
in day care for under-eights, 1 * 
says a report lo councils from the 
Welsh Office Social Services In- 
spectorate. “The chief inspector 
of soda! services in Whies has re- 
minded the authorities of the 
statutory duties under the Chil- 
dren Act and expressed the de- 
partment's concern at the 
large-scale failure of these au- 
thorities to discharge their du- 
ties in this important area of 
safeguards for children.” 

In north Whies, four of the 
local authorities failed to inspect 
some 250 minders at a time that 
the North Whies Child Abuse 
Tribunal was being set up to In- 
vestigate widespread allega- 
tions of abuse by carers. 

In his dosing speech to the 
tribunal, Merfyn Hughes, QC. 
representing all the councils in 
north Wiles* .reassured the 
chairman. Sir Ronald Water- 


house, that the new authorities 
recognised the weaknesses of 
the past. “Now, having listened 
to the allegations of abuse of the 
children in care, they are re- 
newed in their determination to 
ensure thaL never again wQl 
there be such evidence of fail- 
ures to protect children on the 
scale which has been placed be- 
fore you,” he said. 

But the Social Services In- 
spectorate report reveals that in 
the year 3996-97 - which cov- 
ered the opening period of the 
inquiry - four of the councils in 
the area that bad been Clwyd 
and Gwynedd before local gov- 
ernment reorganisation were 
not carrying out their statuto- 
ry responsibilities to protect 
children by inspecting child 
minders. 

The report shows that 
Gwynedd council inspected 
only 25 out of 156 minders; the 
Isle of Anglesey, 25 out of 88; 
Wrexham, 40 out of 89; and 
Denbighshire, 42 out of 78. 

In south Whies, Swansea 
failed to inspect any of its 249 
registered child minders during 
the year, while Cardiff managed 
to look at only Z01 out of 647. 

Hugh Gardner, secretary of 
the Association of Directors of 
Social Services in Whies, said 
yesterday. “Clearly it is an im- 
portant duty and is something 
we will be looking at urgently 
to ensure we fulfil our statuto- 
ry duties. There is a statutory 
duty to inspect under the Chil- 
dren Act and what has hap- 
pened is that there wasn't 
adequate resources for imple- 
mentation of the Act.” 

I^t Davies, an early years spe- 
cialist with the Children in Wiles 
organisation, said: “One of the 
keys to quality is regular inspeo 
tion and support and it is very 
worrying it is not happening.” 










Warhol 
scene 
arrives 
in town 


“FASHION wasn’t what you 
wore someplace anymore; it was 
the whole reason for going,” said 
the late Andy Whrbol, writes 
D arid Lister. Yesterday an exhibi- 
tion on The Warhol Look 
opened at the Barbican Centre 
in London. Running until August 
as part of a year long celebration 
of American culture, the exhi- 
bition, drawn from The Andy 
V&rhol Museum's vast caflecdoo, 
encompasses paintings, cloth- 


ing, photographs and recon- 

strected window displays to give 
an insight into Whrhol’s life and 
work, and the New York social 
scene from the 1950s to 1980s. 

On Saturday 4 July the Bar- 
bican will re-create Y^rhoTs fa- 
mous Factory, where his 
paintings and other works were 
worked on by the artist and his 
staff. The re-creation will indude 
a screen-printing workshop oom- 
. plete with drag artists. 



Exhibits from 
the Andy 
Warhol show 
which runs at 
the Barbican 
Centre In 
London until 
August 

(clockwise from 
top left): Mick 
Jagger, 1972; 
self-portrait, 
1981; Marilyn 
dress by 
Versace, 1991; 
Banana dress, 
1966; Shoes, 
1980; Lo, 1965 
flowers, 1964 
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Well, daughters do talk don’t they, 



BSS3 i :.’!355£fsa! 









World Offers 

BRITISH AIRWAYS 

The world's favourite airline 


For Mum and Dad, 
three promises. 


VV^f>$pmise you’ll, save money on your phone 
bifl^ we’ll give you back double the difference. 
Theft^eTriore important things in life than keeping an eye 
on d&ifelephone bill. Which Is why we promise weU save you 
money compared to BT (even if you've got Friends & Family 
and ftemleriJne). Or well give you back double the difference.* 
It’s one less ddqgto worry about Even if you've got daughters. 

You can „do it now. 

The sooner you switch to Cable & Wireless, the sooner you'll 
• start saving money, hfc easy. You don’t even have to change 
yow phone number? And you on make all the arrangements 
now with one free phone caTL 

You can chat as long as you tike for just 5Qp. 

Every Saturday un^ the end of September 1996 al national calls 
q»t no more than 50p however long you taHc** And you 
--automatically get 1 00 minutes of local evening caSs free, every 


•' • : ^gle month. They could come in very handy - because 
v 'C • ^daughters do talk, don't they? And you've only to caS us free 
- ^now to find out more. 




We offer amazingly low coat Rights to 
a wide selection of destinations / 
worldwide. So hurry down to^mr t 
local Thomas Cook store or bodgfty / 
phone or aaelfflalJm page 268. / 


book . 


FreeCall 0800 056 8778 
What can we do for you? 


Thomas 
Cook 


Camera 
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Heads call 
for reform 
of teachers’ 
pay system 


By Ben Russell 

Education Correspondent 

TEACHERS should be given 
perform ance-r elated pay rises 
based on annual assessments of 
their work in the classroom, the 
head teachers’ leader proposed 
yesterday. 

David Hart, general secre- 
tary of the National Association 
of Head Teachers, told heads 
meeting in Eastbourne that 
they should assess teachers in- 
dividually before awarding pay 
increases above the current 
maximum of £23,000 a year. He 
said moving to such a system 
was the only way of persuading 
ministers to fund substantial ris- 
es for classroom staff. 

Mr Hart told the union's an- 
nual conference: ’‘Classroom 
teachers should only move fur- 
ther up the grade to a maximum 
of £31,000 if the head certifies 
each year that they have 
demonkrated sustained fully ac- 
ceptable teaching skills during 
the year. 

"1 believe that this type of 
performance judgement would 
be infinitely preferable to crude 
performance-related pay ap- 
proaches which the profession 
rightly rejects. It is a price worth 
paying for a salary structure 
which would attract good hon- 
ours graduates. It will reward 
properly a majority of the pro- 
fession. not just a tiny minority." 

Mr Hart said that heads 
should consider teachers’ class- 
room performance, success at 
maintaining discipline and oth- 
er aspects of their work, as well 
as the exam results their pupils 
achieve. 

He said salaries of up to 
£40,000 should be available for 
teacheis with the greatest re- 
sponsibilities. 

Teachers' leaders accepted 
the idea in principle.. EamoiiiL - 


O'Kaue, deputy general secre- 
tary of the second Largest teach- 
ing union, the NAS/UWX said 
“We recognise there will come 
a stage where employers migh t 
say in order to progress further 
along the pay gradewe have to 
be satisfied that teachers. are 
performing satisfactorily. 

“We accept that in return for 
a reasonable pay scale there 
might have to be a review of 
teachers’ work." 

At present, classroom teach- 
ers get pay increases for every 
year of service up to a £23,000 
ceiling. Further rises are based 
on staff taking cm additional re- 
sponsibilities although heads 
have limited discretion to make 
pay awards based cm merit 

Mr Hart said £3.1 bn needed 
to be injected into schools be- 
fore the next election to cover 
the new pay structure, fond an 
expansion in the number of 
computers in schools and pay for' 
better special-needs education. 

He said “The decline in 
spending over the last five years 
has to be reversed. Settlements 
which short-change schools on 
pay and inflation can no longer 
be tolerated." 

Head teachers also de- 
manded yesterday that David 
Bhmkett, the Secretary of State 
for Education, should “take 
on" the Church of England 
and stop insisting on daily 
prayers in school. 

Mr Hart said it was hypo- 
critical to place a legal obliga- 
tion on schools to hold a daily 
act of collective worship. He said 
the law was “an ass" and be 
would be seeking a ministerial 
review of the issue. 

An estimated 70 per cent of 
non-denominational secondary 
schools and. IQoerceot 
inary schools bre&the law 
fading to hold an act of worsh^ 
■for their pupils 



Sir Elton 

honoured 
for Diana 
tribute 


By David Lister 
Arts News Editor 


Defabfe Harry and the Jaz* Passengers rehearsing for last night* performance at the Barbican. Below; BloncEe fr» their heyday Mot photograph 

Blondie legend swings back into vogue 


By Linus Gregoriadis 


DEBBIE HARRY, the face of (he Sev- 
enties pop group Hoodie, sang for a jazz 
band at the Barbican in London last 
night after co nfirming that her pop 
comeback plans were in full swing. 

Blondie, who split up nearly two 
decades ago after a succession of smarii 
hits in Britain including “Hanging on 
the Telephone” and “Heart of Glass”, 
have been working on a new album and 
are also planning a world tour. 

Ms Harry, 53, who has been touring 
Britain this week with the Jazz Pas- 
sengers, said she was excited about res- 
urrecting her Blondie career. She said: 
“I think it’s terrific. I think it’s really 
great music. It’s just seemed to work out 
that way. It’s just fortunate I suppose.” 

The group, who are preparing the 
J^oExir for re- 
lease" this au jpnm,fits t hit dm limelight 
ini 976 and hive sold more than 40 mil- 



lion albums. 

Ms Harry admitted it would be 
hard to recreate her former glories when 
her platinum blonde hair helped to 
make her a sex symbol. ’ 

She sai± *Tm not going fomake any 


shot at being the latest and the hottest 
pop star," adding: “It’s flattering that 
even they should remember Blondie.” 

The singer, who has reunited with 
other band members Gem Burke, Jim- 
my Destri and her former boyfriend 


Chris Stein, said that a reunion had once 
seemed like an impossible prospect. She 
said: “I think there was probably a time 
in about 1985 or 86 when 1 thought I 
would just never ever have to think 
about those songs, but musically I 
think that I love them.” 

Blondie are following in the footsteps 
of pop icons like the Sex Pistols, the Ea- 
gles and Robert Plant who have all tried 
to recapture their former success. 

Members of the band planned to 
make their new album with EMI, but 
changed to another label because they 
wanted to record new tracks rather than 
just re-release their old hits. 

The popularity of songs such os 
“Heart Of Glass” aud “Atomic” in 
nightclubs has already sparked a 
Blondie revival in this country.Chris 
Stein is behind the revival. 

Unfavourable record contracts m the 
past meant that the group never became 
as wealthy as their fatiie warranted. 
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You choose, we deliver - a huge rouge 
of bedlinen, bathroom accessories, 
curtains, blinds & towels 

Now available to you in the UK, the JCPenney name is recognised as trie tnggest seSng home 
furnishings catalogue and largest department store group in the USA In the new Spring cata- 
logue you can see our quality and range for yourself. It's free, itb 72 pages of beautifully co- 
ordinated bedpoms and bathrooms offering some of the quafity products that have won the 
JCPenney Con^jany mlfions of customers over the last 96 years. 




♦ Free 72 page catalogue of beautifully 
co-ordinating bedrooms and bathrooms 

♦ Superb American quafity 

♦ Orders delivered direct from the USA 
to your home In 12 days or less 


ONE IM THREE AMERICANS SHOP FROM 
THE JCPENNtY CATALOGUE NOW IT S YOUR CHANCE: 

PHONE FREE ON 

0800 210 215 
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To order you UK catalogue call 0800 210 215 or ccrrpfe® an remn tv. cevpen to- 
J. C. Ramey ktemaflo-el Catalog, he . c/o Order Fav&der. FnSEPOST. Bnsid BS38 7JP 
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INDEPENDENT 

INDEPENDENT 

ON SUNDAY 

Independent and Selfridges 
Food Hall Exclusive Summer Event 

Wednesday 3 June 7:30pm - 9:30pm 

The Independent and Seffirdges have 
again joined forces - this time for a 
celebration of summer food and 
drink on the 3rd June. On offer will 
be a variety of demonstrations from 
leading producers and suppliers, 
including caviar, beer and wine 
tutorials, a sushi-making demon- 
stration and innumerable tutored 
tastings. 

Each reader will be greeted with a 
complimentary glass of Selfridges 
champagne and receive a free bottle 
of Selfridges own-label cold pressed 
extra-virgin olive oil. Free parking for 
up to two hours is also available for 
readers spending more than £10. 

Tickets for this exclusive event are 
limited and cost only £10 each, so make 
a date in your diary and secure your 
invitation by simply filling in the 
coupon below. 



Name _ 
Address. 


Daytime rel _ 

Cheque endued for £. 


JfyOti do not want to receive funher information on 
The independera/Setftldges, or esocbtkm companies, 
pteasedckO 

Cheques should be made pqoble so Sdfridges Ltd (£10 
per person per otkey and sent to: 

The IndepwdendSelMsB Event SettrUns Press 

Office 400 Oxford Ss. London Wl A IAB 

(Please write cheque guarantee number on reverse) 


A A 


SIR ELTON. John was hon- 

oured by the music industiy for 

his - Diana, Princess of 
tribute song “Candle In The - 
Wind 1997”- the biggest-selling 
single of all time. 

He was presented with a Stiver 

Ivor trophy along with his cor ,, 
writer, the lyricist Benue Taupin at 
the Ivor Novello awards yesterday. 
Sir Tim Rice, president of the 
British Academy of Songwriters 
Composers & Authors, handed 
over the award at the Grosvenor 

House hotel in London. 

Radiohead scooped two of 
the top prizes. The band won 
the Best Contemporary Song 
prize for “Karma Police” at the 
country's leading awards cere- 
mony for songwriting and com- 
position. Its bit single “Paranoid 
Android" also won as Best 
Song Musically & Lyrically. 

“Picture of You”, the song 
co-written for the film Bean by 
Boyzone’s Ronan Keating, was 
awarded Best Original Song 
for a Film or Broadcast. 

Other winners included the 
mm Rnmeo and Juliet, which was 
judged the Best Original Film 
Score and Olive's “You’re Not 
Alone” being voted the Best 
Dance Music. 

Sharleen Spiteri and John 
McElbone, of the Scottish band 
Texas, were commended for 
the Best Song Collection, Mor- 
rissey was presented with the 
Outstanding Contribution to 
British Music award and 
Richard Ashcroft of Verve was 
Songwriter of the Year. 

The International Achieve- 
ment award was won by Enya, 
Nicky Ryan and Roma Ryan. 
singer Sting’s “fil Be Missing 
You (Every Breath You Thke)”, 
performed by Puffdaddy, 
topped the poll for the Most 
Performed Work prize. 

The Ivor Novello Awards are 
presented by the British Acad- 
emy of Songwriters. Composers 
and Authors. The winners are 
chosen by committees of voters 
made up of composers from a 
range of.musipalgenres. 
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e-business Specialist 

Name: 

L . . i 

Alia lAmn 

! 

Job Description: 

f 

Advise companies on how to take advantage 
o’ Interne! opportunities. 

j Latest Achievement: 

Helped a global insurer develop an internet 
strategy to better manage risk through 
instant access to relevant data. 

Quote 

"e-business is more than e commerce." 

r .*•’ up U r '.' '-Cl i'l’.T 

Phone: 

■ ."ioruca Hayiey on 0990 454 4 54 

//oh: 

.7 w v / . u > . i b rr, c o m s e r v i c e s 


IBM Global Services 

People* who think. People who do 
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Fundamentally flawed*: how Britain’s senior European Commissioner describes 


the Conservative leader’s opposition to Europ 



You’re wrong on 
Europe, Britt an 


warns 


Sir Leon Brittan: EMU is 'great for Conservative policies’ Photograph: PA 


By Fran Abrams 

Pctrt'Cal Correspondent 

SIR Leon Brittan confronted his 
party leader head-on over Eu- 
rope last night, claiming 
William Hague's opposition to 
the European Union was “fun- 
damentally flawed". 

In a speech at the Carlton 
Gub in London, Britain's senior 
European Commissioner said 
criticism of the EU by the Con- 
servative leader last week did 
not stand scrutiny. 

“Let us not be sidelined by 
a shrill and emotional reaction 
to economic and monetary 
union. It is both a logical ex- 
tension of the single market in 
Europe and a natural comple- 
ment to everything the Con- 
servative party has stood for in 
the last two decades," he said. 

In Fontainebleau Last week, 
Mr Hague said the EU was a 50 
year-old solution to post-war 
problems which was not neces- 
sarily applicable to the future. 
It had been set up for six mem- 
ber states and its structures 
might not be suitable for further 
enlargement 


Last night Sir Leon, who was 
delivering the RA Butler Lec- 
ture, accused Mr Hague of 
characterising the EU as "cor- 
poratist, stale-centred and high- 
spending". His parly leader's 
view seemed to assume that 
member states were to be 
forced into a strait-jacket caus- 
ingserious social imresi, be said. 

**1 strongly believe that the 
characterisation of the Euro- 
pean Union in these terms is a 
fundamentally flawed a naduo- 
nism itself. In many ways. 
William Hague is applying a 
3980s 1 vision to a simplified car- 
icature of the European Union 
of the 1970s. It is not Europe 
that is out of date, but the per- 
ception of what is actually hap- 
pening in Europe today," he 
said. 

Sir Leon argued that EMU 
would be a great vehicle for the 
export of Conservative eco- 
nomic policies such as fiscal 
discipline, privatisation, dereg- 
ulation and liberalisation. 

"Why sit then, that it is pre- 
cisely the party which was at the 
forefront of these policies, and 
indeed invented them in many 


cases, which now seems deter- 
mined to turn its back on hs own 
greatest achievement?" he 
asked. • • 

Last night a Conservative 
spokesman said, the speech was 
made in Sir Leon's official ca- 
pacity as vice-president of the 
European Commission, and 
not as a party member. Mr 
Hague would not be respond- 
ing. he added. . 

“As a member of the Com- 
mission he is politically neutral 
and is not supposed to be biased 
towards any party. He is defin- 
ing policy as the Commission 
would expect him to do," he said 

The spaL is likely to contin- 
ue next week when Mr Hague 
addresses a meeting in London 
of leading businessmen op- 
posed to European, economic 
and monetary union. 

More than 100 senior figures 
from the world of business and 
commerce will be at the launch 
of an 80-page critique rejecting 
the single currency on eco- 
nomic terms. Mr Hague In- 
tends to put the political 
arguments against British mem- 
bership of EMU. 




William Hague: > WBOs* vision* of EU Photograph: Kevin Lamarque/Reuters 
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COMPLETE 
ONE YEAR 
PACKAGE 


SUPERB VALUE •“ 
FOR MONEY - 

PACKAGE INCLUDES 

• 12 MONTHS LINE 
RENTAL 

• CONNECTION FEE 

• 15 MINUTES OF CALLS 
EVERY MONTH 

• DIGITAL MOBILE 
PHONE 

Model: MOTOROLA MR30 


PAY AS YOU 
GO WITH 
JUST TALK’ 


JUST BUY VOUCHERS 
TO MAKE CALLS 

• NO CONTRACT 

• NO MONTHLY BILLS 

• NO CREDIT CHECKS 
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FITS COMFORTABLY 
IN POCKETS AND 
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MOTOROLA 

DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 

• Incredibly small and 
lightweight 

m Up to HO minutes talktime/ 
45 hours standby 
i • Fax and data compatible 
\ Model: StarTAC 501 
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BUILT-IN ORGANISER, 
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NOKIA 

DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 
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• Up to 180 minutes talktime/ 
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Model: 702 
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Straw halts 
voyeurs’ strip 
search law 


By Anthony Bevins 

fWm'cal Editor 
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Michael Cashman: Hopes 
to tread oorridprs of ppwer . 
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to take 
political 
stage 

By Fran Abrams 


THE former EmsiE riders' soap 
star Michael Cashman is turn- 
ing his back on the luwies for 
Labour. The actor, presum- 
ably tired of ihc jostling of 
egos in his first profession, has 
decided to become a full-time 
politician. 

Mr Cashman has made dual 
applications to become a Euro- 
MP and to sil on Labour's Na- 
tional Executive Committee. 
If he wins both he is likely to 
have to give up the NEC seal 
because it is reserved for ordi- 
nary members. 

Rumours that his candidacy 
had been backed by the Labour 
leadership have been denied. 
Officials at Millhank Tower, 
the party’s headquarters, said 
there would be no official slate 
in the NEC election. 

tii/arrcly. neither of Mr 
Cashman s applications men- 
tion his most valuable asset - his 
long-term tenure of a flat in Al- 
bert Square. 

His nomination paper for a 
place on the London candi-. 
dates’ list for next year's Euro- 
elections discloses that he 
joined Labour in 1 97b and that 
he set up a “celebrity unit" 
which dispatched well-known 
figures to Key seals during (lie 
1997 election campaign. 

Under “oiher life experi- 
ence" he describes himself as 
"trade unionist and deputy 
(shop steward) since i%7. 
Elected council member of Eq- 
uity 1W4-QR.” Mr Cashman 
also lists a number nf lelcvision 
and radio appearances includ- 
ing BBGsM-Hswtfu. Radio 4's 
PM programme. UBCl sQnw 
liun Time and hxr.il radio. 

“The reason 1 joined this 
party 22 years ago remains Ihc 
same: we etui make Britain and 
the world a better place fop 
everyone. Thai is why f wartt to 
represent you. But we must he 
realistic about the ebtingus that' 
an MEP can el led. Wild 
promises count lor nothing,” hb 
wrote. 


.A NEW law allowing men to. 
watch girl offenders as young os 

being stap-scacc’hcd. has 
Ifieeri frozen .on* the personal 
Section of Jack Straw. : " 

. The Home Office blunder 
was first spotted in March by a 
parliamentaiy committee of 
MFs and peers. 

The Joint Commons and 
Lords Committee on Statutory 
Instruments - which vets rules 
and regulations pumped out by 
the Whitehall machine - 
pointed out (he problem in a 
memo to the Home Office. 

Questioning new rules for es- 
corts accompanying young of- 
fenders from court to secure 
training centres, it said: “No 
provision is included prohibit- 
ing an offender from being 
stripped and searched in the 
sight or presence of an officer 
who is not of the same sex as the 
offender.” 

Even then. Home Office in- 
sensitivity was so great that 
alarm bells did not ring. Offi- 
cials defended the roles as they 
stood - and the possibility of 
girls aged 12 to 16 being 
stripped and searched by a 
woman escort wilh male escorts 
witnessing the process. 

A Prison Service spokesman 
said yesterday that officers of 
the opposite sex were not al- 
lowed to watch adult prisoners 
being strip-searched. 

Replying to the committee 
on 31 March, the Home Office 
said: “It is considered essential 
to provide that a search may only- 
take place when at least two of- 
ficers arc present. This Is fur the 


protection of both the offend- 
er and the officers concerned. 

““Wherever possible, only of- 
ficers of the same sex as the of- 
fender will be present." But it 
then added: “The contract for 
the provision of escorts requires 
only one person of the same sex 
as the offender to be available 
for escort duties ... as there will 
not necessarily be more than i«ne 
female custody officer avail- 
able at any one time." 

The committee was not sat- 
isfied. so it took the unusual step 
of asking Home Office officials 
to attend tor oral questioning. 

According to a report pub- 
lished by the committee yes- 
terday. Hilary Jackson, head of 
the Home Office Juvenile Of- 
fenders Unit, told the commit- 
tee on 28 April: “We have now 
looked at this again in the light 
of the concern and the Home 
Secretary ... has agreed and de- 
cided that we ought to change 
the rules to make certain that 
there will always be two custody 
officers ... of the same sex. 

“The Home Secretary has 
agreed and does think that it is 
important that is made dear in 
the rules." 

Andrew Bennett. Labour 
MP for Denton and Reddish, 
then pointed out that the reg- 
ulations had come into force on 
15 April, but he was told by 
Teresa Burnhams, the Home 
Office official in charge of ihc 
secure training centre project 
that the escort contractors 
“have no intention of using 
other than the same sex to do 
the searching. They have given 
us an absolute guarantee ihat 
will be the case until the rules 
are changed." 
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IMF quibbling brings Russia’s financial, crisis to boiling point and hands weapon to President’s foes. Phil Reeves in Moscow 




scrambles 


to rescue 


rouble 


RUSSIA still faced the spectre of a 
full-blown rouble crisis last night as 
its panic-prone markets waited fret- 
fully to find out whether the outside 
world will help Boris Yeltsin in bis 
mission to defend the battered 


currency. 

The President yesterday sought to 
head off turmoil by appearing on 
television with assurances that Rus- 
sia had enough reserves to avoid 
financial collapse, and to announce 
olans to crack down on corporate tax 
dodgers by confiscating their assets. 

But one of his officials. Deputy 
Finance Minister Oleg Vyugin, made 
t dear that the country was still on 
he brink, and could need a large new 
can from the International Mone- 
ary Fund. Although Russian shares 
ose sharply and the rouble strength- 
:ned - both bouyed by the tripling 
»f interest rates to 150 per cent - it 
vas dear the crisis had eased but not 
-nded. 

Russia is the victim of a combi- 
lation of bad luck, its own inoom- 
>etcnce, tbe stilling legacy of the 
loviet system, and - unexpectedly - 
nteraational Monetary Fund pott- 
ies. The plunge in world oD prices 
nd the melt-down in Asia are ext- 
ernal factors beyond its control but 
oth have been damaging to the bud- 
et and confidence in the economy. 

The dismal record of tax collec- 
ion is ultimately tbe government's 
espo risibility. Mr Yeltsin's abrupt de- 
ision to sack the government of 
Ikior Chernomyrdin in March, 
^placing his prime minister with an 
nknown 35-year-old, also rattled in- 
*stor confidence, and must - until 
is protege proves otherwise - be 
laUced up as an own goal. 

Less blame can be attached to Mr 
eltsin and bis team for the histor- 
a( burden on the public purse of 
ulllons whose jobs are no longer 
able but who still receive the perks 
• the Communist welfare system, 
om free housing to kindergartens, 
bat, too, is a crucial factor. 

But there is another player whose 
>le has helped bring the crisis to a 
tiling point: the IMF, tbe very body 
larged by Western nations with of- 
ring Mr Yeltsin a helping hand in 
c transition to a market economy. 


For days, the panic-stricken mar 
kets have been warring to find out 
whether tbe IMF would approve tbe 
□ext $67Qm (£410m) tranche of a 
$9.2hn loan to Moscow. Instead of 
doing so, tbe fund has chosen to quib- 
ble with the new government over its 
fiscal policy. The Prime Minister, 
Sergei Kiriyenko, wants to concen- 
trate on catting expenditure. The 
IMF favours trying to collect more 
taxes. In more stable dreumstances, 
haggling with debtors over eco- 
nomic policy is part of the fund's 
duty. But now was not the rime. 
When the markets heeded to be re- 
assured most, the fund has prevari- 
cated, dee pening the mood of panic 
and bringing the rouble under in 
creasing pressure. 

“If the currency goes down, then 
the IMF is completely culpable," said 
AJ Breach, of the Russian European 
Centre for Economic Policy. “Both 
sides agreed on the need to cut the 
budget deficit Is it die IMF's job to 
tell the Russians how to do it? 
Isn't that the job of sovereign 
government?’' 

In doing so. the IMF was taking 
a considerable gamble. If the rouble 
eventually collapses, or is devalued, 
Russia's reforms will be in tatters. 
Unable to raise money by borrow- 
ing, the government would be forced 
to print cash. With that and soaring 
shop prices (about half Russia's 
consumer goods are imported), mul- 
tiple-digit inflation would loom 
again, reviving memories of the 
earty 1990s when millions of Russians 
saw their savings vaporise overnight. 
Mr Yeltsin's principle^ economic 
achievements - sfabflia^*5ie cur 
rency and bringing inflation under 
control - would be in ashes. 

There would also be a political 
price tag. Russia's 147 million popu- 
lation is famously long-suffering, but 
there are signs that public protests are 
now hardening and becoming more 
effective. Thousands of coal miners 
- the force who helped winkle 
Mikhail Gorbachev from power - 
demonstrated their industrial muscle 
this month by blocking rail lines 
across the country, severing the 
Trans-Siberian artery route and bring- 
ing hundreds of trains to a standstill 
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Despite the currency crisis, Boris Yeltsin jokes y esterd a y with Lesotho 


Phocog-a p h: Sergey Chlrikov/ERA 


for 10 days. Such resentment, shared 
by many millions of unpaid workers 
and pensioners, would deepen. 

So, too. would the pressure on Mr 
Yeltsin and the temptarion for him 
to blame others for his govern- 
ment’s mistakes. Past performances 
reveal that he is ready to sacrifice 
reform-minded ministers and 
replace them with reactionaries if tbe 
public mood is ugty enough. Mr 


Kiriyenko s term in office may yet be 
brief 

It is not impossible that the Pres- 
ident’s own position would be threat- 
ened. The conditions, howevety 
remain in his favour: there is no sih^ 
gle, organised powerful opposition; 
voice in Russia, parliament is coh- 
stitutionally weak, and the victims of 
market reforms are spread over a vast 
territory. The record of his Com- 


munist and nationalist opponents is 
Jjfip.qf barking rather than biting. 
i .Xfcat said, tbe unsettling silhouettes 
the mayor of Moscow, Yuri 
^Luzhkov and General Alexander 
’;Xebed - both nationalist-leaning. 
- leaders tipped as future presidents 
• - loom on the skyline. 

In.the end, the West seems cer- 
. tain to support Mr Yeltsin in keep- 
ing h&opponents at bay. Yesterday, 


Mr VYugin indicated that the IMF 
may have to help out with support 
“on a different scale" to its $670m 
tranche. But the IMF has so far 
sounded unenthusiastic. Mr Yeltsin 
plans to call US President Bill Clin- 
ton and German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl to ask them for “moral sup- 
port". They may also find themselves 
digging into their pockets to help 
their old Siberian friend. 


ONE month into one of the 
world's tougher jobs, Sergei 
Kiriyenko, above, the 35 -year-old 
Prime Minister of Russia, is un- 
dergoing an initiation test that 
could easily destroy an official of 
twice his experience. 

When he was appointed out of 
the blue by Boris Yeltsin, 
Moscow’s political Hite erupted 
with complaints that he was a 
provincial green horn, a former 
banker and refinery manager who 
Jacked the experience to cope with 
Russia's plethora of economic 
problems. 

- Twice,, the Russian parliament 
refused to confirm him, before fi- 
nally caving in at the third and fi- 
nal co nfir mation hearing last 
month. 

Since then, however; Mr 
Kiriyenko has found himself im- 
mersed in an economic mael- 
strom, with a teetering rouble, 
panicky markets and an economy 
battered fry low oil prices and the 
Asia crisis* 

. Although he has won respect 

- particularly in tbe West - for 
being decisive and dynamic (nei- 
ther of which were qualities of 
his predecessor, Victor Cher- 
nomyrdin), be has chalked up 
one big erroc 

- He insisted on gmngsbead 
.with this week’s sell-off of the 
state oil giant Rosneft, despite 
complaints from potential buyers 
that the price was too high. 

In the end, no one bid - deliv- 
ering a serious blow to market 
confidence. His future will now 
depend on whether Russia sur- 
vives its current crisis. 

When he arrived in office, 
looking like an owlish schoolboy, 
be revealed that he likes danger- 
ous pass times. Just as well. He 
has got ose now. 


Mato places security ring around 
<osovo to avert wider conflict 


German Net boss convicted 


Rupert Cornwell 


> FRESH fighting flared up 
tbe Serbian province of 
isovq, the Nato allies yester- 
v announced plans to boost 
.•ir military presence in 
igh bon ring Albania and 
icedonia, and signalled that 
lecessary they were ready to 
ervene directly in the dis- 
«d province to prevent a sec- 
1 Bosnian war. 

Meeting m Luxemburg yes- 
day, the 16 Nato foreign 
listers laid the foundations 
/bat they hope will be a cor- 
i sanitaire to prevent the 
i me ring conflict between 


Kosovo's ethnic Albanians and 
its Serb rulers in Belgrade 
from spilling over into a wider 
regional conflict 

As a first step, Nato roll con- 
duct a land-air exercise in Al- 
bania this August and expand 
an already scheduled exercise 
in Macedonia. Thereafter; tbe 
alliance peacekeeping forces 
will be strengthened in both 
countries. In Macedonia an 
800-man US force is already in 
place; for Albania, tbe plans call 
for a force of up to 7,000 men 
which could be deployed there 
if needs be. 

The moves reflect growing 
anxiety on all sides at the 


steadily deteriorating situation 
in Kosovo, an anxiety shared 
even by Russia, which refuses 
to support most Western sanc- 
tions imposed on President 
Slobodan Milosevic of Yu- 
goslavia to farce h i m into mean- 
ingful talks with the province's 
Albanian majority. 

Last night new tension 
gripped the region after four 
ethnic Albanians were report- 
ed killed on Wednesday three 
when their car was shot at by 
Serb farces south-west of the 
capital Pristina, and a fourth 
when Serb soldiers shelled the 
village of Rastanka. dose to the 
border with Albania. 


The spectre which haunts 
the allies is that of another 
Bosnia, only worse; where re- 
pressioo and “ethnic demising'' 
by the Serbs tarns into an open 
war with the Kosovo Albanians, 
which then drags in the Al- 
banian minority in Macedonia, 
Albania itself and, if the worst 
comes to the worst, Bulgaria. 
Greece and Turkey 

Nato ministers declared 
they would consider “further 
deterrent measures, if the sit- 
uation so requires”. The state- 
ment did not elaborate, but tbe 
sense was plain; no option, 
even direct military interven- 
tion. is being ruled out 


BONN (AP) -to a surprise - 
verdict that could stunt ri^ulti- 
media growth in Germany, a 
Munich court ycstertfcy . con- 
victed the former head of Com- 
puServe Germany of helping to 
distribute pornography, by not 
blocking dirty pictures available 
on the Internet. 

The court convicted Felix 
Somm even though prosecutors 
had reversed themselves and 
asked for his acquittal. In clos- 
ing arguments, they agreed with 
the defence that it was techni- 
cally impossible to filter out all 
such material on the free- 
wheeling, global network. 

But Judge Wilhelm Hubbert 


said that contention was “sim- 
ply false." Reading his derision 
in court, the judge said Com- 
puServe had let “protecting 
the young ... take second place* 
to maximizing profits," adding 
that be wanted the verdict in or- 
der to deter other Internet- 
access providers from doing 
the same. 

The court sentenced Somm 
to two years probation and it 
ordered him to pay 100,000 
marks ($57,000) to charity. 

His Defence attorney Wolf- 
gang Dingfdder called the ver- 
dict "complete rubbish” and 
promised an appeal. 

Internet experts warned that 


the ruling could be highly dan- 
gerous for Germany's develop- 
ing multimedia industry, which 
has been promoted as a source 
of growth and jobs for the 21st 
century. 

Jocrg Truss, a federal law- 
maker from the opposition 
Social Democrats, called it “a 
catastrophe” that, would “ruin 
the Internee in Germany.” 

Christopher Kunex. a Frank- 
fort attorney representing sev- 
eral multimedia firms, said it 
might make same reconsider 
doing business in Germany. 
“It’s going to. create a sort of 
chilling climate in terms of new 
investment,” he predicted. 


Even the prosecutor. Franz 
von Hunoltstcin. said the deci- 
sion would have “very dear eco- 
nomic effects.” The case began 
in December 1995 when Bavar- 
ian prosecutors searched Com- 
puServe offices as part of an 
investigation • into online 
pornography. 

Mr Kuner said the verdict 
showed that Germany's wide- 
ranging multimedia law. which 
government officials said would 
provide a boost to the industry 
when it passed last year, was 
too vague: “The law was rout- 
ed as removing the possibility 
for this happening. “This h> go- 
ing to have a very bad effect." 
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Now arranging a mortgage by phone is just as easy. 

Call 0800 20 30 49. 
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Just ring between 8am and 8pm, Monday to Saturday and we’ll give you a decision in onfy 15 minutes: We'll let you know how 
much you can borrow and what your monthly payments will be. So when you need a mortgage, think Halifax. It’s that easy. 
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IBM Global Services 


Overview: 


Implementors. Over 100,000 people worldwide who have 
worked in all kinds of industries. People who understand 
how technology can solve real business problems, or take 
advantage of new opportunities. People who help you 
make sense of technology,; who work with you — making 
sure the solution you want is the solution you get. '• 
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Phone 


Monica Hay ley on 0990 454 454 
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Italy faces a new Albanian 



By Anne Hanky 

in Brindisi 


IT IS a still, windless oigbt in the 
narrow strip of water which sep- 
arates the southern Italian port 
of Brindisi from Albania, and 
there is little moving except for 
the fishing vessel making its way 
out into the Adriatic. 

“There's quite a swell over 
the other side, 7 ' says Michele 
Saracino, captain of coastguard 
launch 255. “Only a couple of 
boats have put out tonight It’s 
going to be slim pickings” 

The pattern in cross-Adriatic 
traffic is different now from a 
year ago. when leaking boats, 
dangerously low in the water, ar- 


rived in Italian ports carrying 
desperate Albanians fleeing the 
anarchy at home. The occa- 
sional large vesselstill arrives: 
yesterday a Turkish .boat 
dumped 140 Kurds on a beach 
near Reggio Calabria. 

But most of today's illegal im- 
migrants cross m big rubber 
dinghies with powerful outboard 
motors. Owned by Al bani a n 
crime outfits, the boats line up 
on beaches near the Albanian 
ports of Durres and Vlore wait- 
ing for trade. 

With a full complement on 
board - 20 or 30 passengers each 
pa ying nne mi llion lire (£350) for 
a trip which can take as Hltle as 
two hours - they set out for El 


Dorado on the other side of the 
Adriatic. 

“At this fane of with fine 

weather, lOboats or more make 
ftaaosstotirispartof Italy every 
night. It is wen organised -and 
they, know there's very little we 
can do,” says Giovanni Biso; 
head of the Brindisi harbour- 
master’s office. •- 

"They are in small, fragile 
boats. We’re in. Launches. We 
can’t force than to stop: any 
brusque manoeuvring, and we 
send a boatload of people to the 
bottom. Td rather not have that 
on my conscience.” 

Many boats carry arms, or 
drugs, as well as humans Some 
make unscheduled stops not for 


off the beach to allow lurking 
partners in crime to strip their 
passengers of valuables. . 

. Brindisi is warned of de- 
parting, boats by Italian coast- 
guards. patrolling off the 
Albanian ’coast, or by Italian 
navy ships in mid-Adriatic. On 

this par tirniarnight, rhtae b rats 

will leave Durres and four 
Vlore, but ah will be driven back 
to harbour by strong winds. 

“When they make it across 
we catch up with them on this 
side and follow them to the 
beach, notifying police on land, 
who pick them up,” says Biso. 
“Or at least that's the theory.” 

In fact, the commander ad- 
mits, only about 20 per cent of 


the hundreds of illegal immi- 
grants who make it on to Ital- . 
ian beaches in southern Italy 
-every night are caught, . and 
.subjected to .the tough immi- 
gration rules approved in 
March. Albanians are put on the 
next ferry home. 

"They turn up again a few 
night* later,” Biso says. “The fee 
for. their passage across gives 
them the right to a certain 
number of shots, not just one.” 

The pilots of the boats, if 
caught, are dragged before 
magist rates and given prison 
sentences technically up to 15 
years. 

But they rarely ^exceed three. 
Mazy non-Albanians, especial- 


ly the growing number of Iraqi 
Kurds, apply for asylum.- Oth- 
ers get their marching orders 
immediately but have two 
weeks to leave the country. 

Few use that time t o arrange 
to return whence they came: the 
security in immigrant detention 
centres is la*, and hundreds, if 
not thousands* of inmates are 
believed to' have walked out' 
of them unmolested since the 
beginning of 1997. 

They join the . many more 
who are never caught at alL 
Italy’s Interior MimsierOiorgjo 
Napolitano earlier this week 
said the number of demdeshm 
in Italy, was at least 24,000. For 
them, this country is often no 


nxjre than a stopover on. tbe way 

to France or Germany- ■ 
‘'This is a European problem, 
and not just an Italian one. Yet 

the v^e weight of the thii^has- 

fallen on our shoulders, said 
Biso. “Italy can do all foe pa- 
trolling it likes up and do^ 

Adriatic, but the problem wfll 
never be solved as long as Al- 
banians have no reason to stay 
in their own country.” 

In' an attempt to give them 
a reason, Italy’s Prime Minister 
Romano Prodi was in foe Al- 
banian capital, Tirana, this week 
to open a trade fair to boost in- 

vestment by Italian companies. 
But his country has a long way 
to go if it hopes to bring about 


an economic 'imodo ' m jhe 

ofoerskteoftheAdnatic'Tfthe 

whatisncedcd.sakmdoftto 

shall Plan for Albania, said 

Biso. Hie samefooughtcliar- 

“^edtc.Mr Prodi who 

^ke of his hopes thatfoe^ 

plosive situation in Kosovo ” 

ethnic Albanian regiou of Ser- 
bia demanding independent ” 

might be resolved without 
bloodshed. 

“If Kosovo blows up, the 

whole region blows up and 
God knows what will wash up 
on our shores,” said Comman- 
der Biso. “Last year’s mass ex- 
odus of Albanians would be 
nothing in comparison.” 



housands of pilgrims set out from Seville Cathedral to the shrine of the Virgin of the Rodo in. Almonte, negotiating toxic waste on the way 


Photograph: Eduardo Abad 


Toxic disaster bars Spanish pilgrims’ progress 


y Elizabeth Nash 

Madrid 


ENS OF thousands of people 
!tting out yesterday on Eu- 
ipe's biggest annual pilgrimage 
td to make a five-mile detour 
i avoid trudging through tox- 
sludge spilled five weeks ago 
om a mine reservoir. 

The disruption of one of 
rain's most religious festivals 
the Virgin of the Rocio (dew) 


in Seville - in which pilgrims ar- 
rayed in gaudy fineiy accompany 
flower-bedecked, horse-drawn 
wagons across the Andalucian 
fields, has brought home the 
devastation inflicted by foe eco- 
logical disaster of 25 April, 
when tons of poison waste 
gushed towards one of Eu- 
rope's most important nature 
reserves, the Coto Donana. 

A highpoint of the Rocio pil- 
grimage is ritual immersion for 


first-timers in foe waters of the 
river Guadiamar. But this year 
it bad to be abandoned. Some 
pilgrims, loath to quit their tra- 
ditional route, crossed the stink- 
ing river by barge. Earthmovere 
paused to let them pass before 
resuming their task of gouging 
away foe toxic mud. 

Infuriated by the govern- 
ment’s leisurely response to 
the crisis, foe Prime Minister, 
Jose Maria Aznar, made his first 


visit to the scene last weekend, 
a month after the event. 

Meanwhile, foe pro-com- 
munist United Left (IU) op- 
position party this week 
launched a public prosecution 
of the environment ministry 
and the Swedish-owned Bolide n 
min e company for .what ill's 
leader, Antonio Romero, calls 
"foe worst ecological crime in 
Spanish history". 

The government has pledged 


45bn ptas (£lSm) to cover 
clean-up costs and promises 
the mud will be cleared away be- 
fore the end of October when 
there is a risk autumn rains 
could wash the corrosive acids 
into the Donana National Park. 

The Environment Minister, 
Isabel Tbdno. bas announced an 
eight-year plan to purify the wa- 
ters that feed foe Donana but 
said that responsibility for pay- 
ing for foe clean-up - estimat- 


ed at up to £fl3m - 1^ with those 
who caused foe spill. 

Boliden denies negligence, 
but has contributed machinery 
and personnel to help the clean- 
up operation and will advance 
up to £4m to reimburse farm- 
ers. It will also buy up the poi- 
soned harvest -up to 9,000 acres 
have been contaminated by foe 
spill, ruining the livelihood of 
2,000 fanning families in one of 
Spam's poorest regions. 


Police search 
house for 
dead babies 


By John Lichfield 

in Paris 


NO ONE seems to be sure how 

many babies there might be 
buried in the garden or' the 
fields beyond- In a grimly dis- 
tressing operation, reminiscent 
of the Fred West case in Britain, 
French police are digging 
through the garden of a rural 
slum near Lille, searching for 
the bodies of at least three, 
maybe as many as six, new-born 
babies. 

The infan ts were foe prod- 
uct of repeated sexual attacks 
over many years on the daugh- 
ter of the house by two of her 
brothers. The men, aged 35 and 
31, confessed to the crimes af- 
ter they were arrested two 
months ago for keeping their fa- 
ther in slavery, imprisoned in a 
rabbit hutch and terrorised by 
a dog trained to attack him. 

The two young men, Didier 
and Patrick Le franc, were 
placed under formal examina- 
tion for rape and murder yes- 
terday; their allegedly crippled 
mother, Lucie, 67, sister Patri- 
cia, 25, and younger brother, 
Dominique, 22, face charges of 
being accessories to murder 
and failing to report crimes. The 
father, Paul, 76, has been 
placed, for his own safely, in an 
old person’s home. 

Patricia Le franc has told 
police that she cannot recall 
how many times her brothers 
got her pregnant but she be- 
lieves that she had at least 
three babies. One of foe older 
brothers has admitted murder- 
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jpg yhfl infants; foe other denies 
any part in the miirdcrsi but 
admits foe other facts. 

Neighbours of the Le francs, 
in the depressed former mining 
village of lilies, south of Lille, 
described a permanently drunk- 
en family, ruled by a fearsome 
matriarch — “fat Lucie” - and 
two violent brothers. The father, 
who was seen pushing his wife 
along foe road in her wheel- 
chair, day and night, and in all 
weathers, was terrorised by wife 
and elder sons for years. 

The former miner was 
forced to live in a rabbit butch 
and share the meals of a dog, 
trained to attack him. When po- 
lice finally intervened, follow^ 
ing chance remarks made by the 
daughter, Patricia, the old man 
was found to have dog bites all 
over his body. 

Plastic screens have been 
erected around the Lefrancs' 
home, while police, using a 
miniature excavator, search foe 
back garden- If no bodies are 
found, one senior police officer 
said, the search will be extend- 
ed to the surrounding fields. 
■ Paris (AP) — Some French po- 
lice have avoided arresting 
pickpockets recently to protest at 
the government's refusal to pay 
overtime to salaried officers, a 
union official said. Union and po- 
lice officials planning to meet to- 
day insisted the dispute would be 
settled before foe onslaught of 
fans for the World Cup that 
begins on 10 June. The dispute 
began early this year when 
salaried police officers demand- 
ed to be paid for extra work: 
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Pressure builds 
on Pakistan to 
sign test ban 


By Peter Pophanri 

in New Delhi 


THE FIVE nuclear devices 
ftjkisian exploded yesterday in 
J&luchistan threatened Pak- 
istan itself with economic col- 
lapse, the region with 
frighteningly heightened ten- 
sions. and the world with a new 
nuclear arms race. 

Optimists, however, argued 
that if national passions in the 
region can only be held in check, 
both India and Pakistan couldbe 
induced to sign the Non- 
Proliferation and Comprehen- 
sive Test Ban Treaties. Both na- 
tions had balked at signing 
treaties which would have cut off 
for ever the possibility of testing 
their nuclear arsenals and be- 
coming declared nuclear states. 
/^Pakistan's explosions, unlike 
India’s, were closely monitored 
by American intelligence, which 
announced yesterday morning 
that a nuclear device had been 
inserted in the ground at the test 
site, and the bole filled up with 
concrete. The First of the Five ex- 
plosions took place at 3.30pm. 

When the news reached the 
Indian parliament about an 
hour later, the lower house ad- 
journed in disarray. A senior 
Communist deputy declared: 
“What a mess [Prime Minister] 
Yhjpayee has got us into - this 
man is not fit to govern!” 

Jpn the other side of the bor- 
der, a grim-faced Prime Minis- 
ter Nawaz Sharif told Pakistan 
in a television broadcast that the 
country had been forced into 
detonating the explosives by In- 
dia's tests which had violently 
tilted the balance of power in 
the region. Preparing Pakistan 
for the sanctions that will in- 


evitably follow, and the damage 
they will inflict on the country’s 
fragile economy, he announced 
dial he bad decided "to give up 
the prime minister's palace and 
go for simplicity...'* 

“Without sacrifices," he 
went on. “nations don't stand on 
their own. This is a golden op- 
portunity to be self-reliant. 
Even if we have to starve, we 
must not allow ihis moment to 
be wasted." 

Pakistan's decision to lest 
was the conclusion of an an- 
guished national debate. The 
shock of India's tests prompt- 
ed an immediate demand for 
Pakistan to respond in kind, 
both from ordinary people and 
from the political parties. As the 
economic implications sank in, 
however, Mr ShariFs demand 
for a “national consensus” on 
the issue paradoxically led to an 
increasing polarisation of views. 

The opportunistic and legal- 
ly embattled leader of the Op- 
position. Benazir Bhutto, 
demanded that India’s nuclear 
facilities be bombed (though not 
necessarily by Pakistan). One af- 
ter another, the nation's nu- 
merous extremist Islamic 
parties demanded that the 
prime minister press the button. 
BuL in Lhe press, more and 
more voices called for saner 
counsel to prevail. 

“Let's not jump into the 
same well,” urged one com- 
mentator. “Emotive response to 
Indian nuclear tests could 
wreak havoc on the economy," 
warned one economics com- 
mentator. Some suggested Pak- 
istan could enjoy a lucrative halo 
of sanctity if she refrained. 

But the envoys Mr Nawaz 
sent fanning out across the 


world to learn what rewards 
were on offer for abstinence 
came back empty handed. Plen- 
ty of slick was available, but very 
little in the way of carrot. No re- 
gional security guarantees from 
the United Slates, for example. 
Ail the world would promise 
was debilitating sanctions if 
Pakistan went ahead. 

Foreign Minister Gohur 
Ayub Khan’s statement last 
Sunday that “it was not a mat- 
ter of if, but when" proved to 
be the last word. If there had 
been serious doubts in the Cab- 
inet. the loose-cannon belli- 
cosity of Indian Home Minister 
Lai Krishna Advani. threaten- 
ing a new offensive in Kashmir, 
and his colleague, Madan Lai 
Khurana, reportedly saying that 
if Pakistan wanted a fourth war 
“all they have to do is tell us the 
lime and place", must have 
dispelled them. 

Conspiracy theorists even 
suggested that India's whole 
strategy was aimed at deliber- 
ately goading Pakistan into test- 
ing, to drive the old enemy into 
bankruptcy. 

If there is anything worse 
than the spectacle of two of the 
world’s poorest nations pouring 
vast sums into nuclear testing, 
it is that they should start a race 
to weaponise. 

But both India and Pak- 
istan now have suitable indige- 
nously developed missiles. India 
the Agni and Prithvi. Pakistan 
the Ghaiui The temptation to 
take the next logical step will be 
overwhelming. And the 75 per 
cent of Pakistanis without access 
to drinking water, and the 44 per 
cent of Indians living in absolute 
poverty, mil have to leant to 
wait their turn. 



Pakistanis in Lahore ceiefa rating news of the nuclear testing Photograph: Mohsin Baza/Reuters 


Islamabad achieves 
its balance of terror 


By Rupert C onwr eM 


FOR decades they were five. 
Three weeks ago they became 

six, and now they are seven. Pak- 
istan's announcement yesterday 
that it had conducted a series 
of nuclear tests in retaliation for 
India’s Masts on 11 May and 13, 
means it becomes the latest 
member of the select dub of de- 
clared nuclear powers. The 
eighth but as yet undeclared 
member, of course, is IsraeL 
Almost a quarter of a cen- 
tury ago, the then Prime Min- 
ister Zuifikar Aii Bhutto 
announced that Pakistan would 
“eat grass if a accessary" to 
match India after Delhi cx _ 
ploded its first nudear device in 
1974. The intervening years 
saw a succession of hints, 
threats and assorted skuldug- 
gery pointing unequivocally in 
one direction: that the country 


was on the threshold of going 
nudear. Yesterday, it formally 
crossed the threshold. In all 
probability it has been able to 
for the best part of a decade. 

The chorus of disapproval 
around the world was pre- 
dictable and unanimous: even 
r’hina. which has unquestion- 
ably helped Pakistan build the 
bomb and the missfles which 
might cany one, shed the diplo- 
matic equivalent of crocodile 
tears - expressing its “deep re- 
gret" and unease over the gath- 
ering arms race. 

The economic consequences 
for Pakistan will be severe - as 
much as $2hn (£l-23bn) in lost 
aid and other funding. 

The one hope is that, now a 
crude balance of terror has 
been reached, Islamabad and 
Delhi will now sign the Com- 
prehensive Test Ban Tteaty 
signed by 149 other nations. 


US imposes sanctions 
and cuts lending 


By Andrew Marshall 

in Washington 


THE US moved swiftly to 
impose sanctions on Pakistan 
yesterday, after the announce- 
ment that it had tested five 
nuclear devices. 

The financial measures will 
hit the smaller, more interna- 
tionally dependent Pakistani 
economy much harder than 
parallel sanctions hit India. 

Bill Clinton spoke to Nawaz 
Sharif, the Pakistani Prime Min- 
ister, late on Wednesday night 
and begged him not to test the 
White House said. America 
also sent diplomats to the coun- 
try to persuade Pakistan not to 
follow India down the nudear 
road. But officials had said pri- 
vately they expected the tests. 

“We have no choice but to 
impose sanctions," Clinton said 


yesterday, underlining that “two 
wrongs don't make a right". 

“I deplore the decision," he 
said, adding that Pakistan had 
thrown away a “truly priceless 
opportunity" to receive greater 
US economic and security 
assistance. Officials had noted 
before the tests that with do- 
mestic pressure rising after the 
Indian tests, it would have re- 
quired an act of enormous 
political courage for the gov- 
ernment not to go ahead. The 
White House indicated some 
understanding for Mr Sharif s 
position, saying that Clinton 
“has great respect” for him. 

The sanctions induded a cut- 
off in US aid and a suspension 
of official backing for interna- 
tional lending, blocking an esti- 
mated $2bn in funding. Pakistan 
is at present the recipient of a 
$13bn loan from the IMF. 


Tempers fly as Monica is forced to testify to FBI over Clinton 


1. 


By Andrew Marshall 

THE investigation into Moni- 
ca Lewinsky's relationship with 
President Bfll Clinton moved up 
a gear yesterday as she gave ev- 
iftyoce to the FBI, and key 
White House advisers were 
summoned to testify 

As the investigation draws 
slowly towards its climax, tem- 
pers are getting heated. Hie 
White House paints the inves- 
tigation as a witch-hunt and 


complains about repeated leaks 
from investigators. Ms Lewin- 
sky. 24, went to the FBI field of- 
fice in Los Angeles to give 
samples of her handwriting 
and fingerprints. This is likely 
to be a step towards calling her 
to appear in front of the grand 
jury in Washington which will 
deckle whether there is a case 
against the President for per- 
suading her to lie about an al- 
leged sexual relationship. 

Her father said she was a 


pawn in a scheme to “get** the 
President and attacked Kenneth 
Stair, the Independent Counsel 
pursuing the investigation. “I 
would like the American people 
to know my daughter is a pawn 
... This is unfair. It is totally 
unAmerican.” 

Ms Lewinsky was also ac- 
companied by her lawyer, 
William Ginsburg, who has 
also savagely attacked Mr Starr 
in a magazine article. Qe im- 
plied there had been a sexual 


relationship between the two. 
“Congratulations, Mr Starr! 
As a result of your callous dis- 
regard for cherished constitu- 
tional rights, you may have 
succeeded in unmasking a sex- 
ual relationship between two 
consenting adults,” he wrote. 
But he denied any such impli- 
cation was intended. 

Vernon Jordan, a lawyer 
and friend of the President, gave 
evidence for the third time to 
the grand jury yesterday. He 


helped Ms Lewinsky find a job 
after she left government ser- 
vice. Tko other close White 
Bouse advisers. Brace Lindsey 
and Sidney BlumenthaL are 
also to give evidence alter a 
court decided they were not cov- 
ered fry executive privilege. 

The case against the Presi- 
dent has been under prepara- 
tion for mouths now, with little 
sign of any forward movement 
But Mr Starr has scored a se- 
ries of small-scale legal victo- 


ries that have allowed him to 
move the case on inch fry inch, 
in what is essentially an inves- 
tigation that would precede 
any charges. Mr Clinton has not 
given evidence, despite being 
asked several times, reports 
said yesterday. 

What is really al stake in this 
case Is not the existence of a sex- 
ual relationship, but whether or 
not the President and his clos- 
est advisers connived at pegwy 
- to get Ms Lewinsky to Be about 


her relations with Mr Clinton. 
Proving that will be a long and 
complicated business. Mr 
Starr’s investigation has caused 
increasing unhappiness among 
some congressmen, because it 
Is costing huge amounts of 
money. But at the same time it 
may be helpful for the Repub- 
licans to drag things out for as 
long and possible and leave the 
President under a cloud. 

He wants things to be de- 
rided as soon as possible; but 


be is dearly unwilling to testi- 
fy himself. 

This means that what has al- 
ready been a long and winding 
road that led Grom an alleged 
scandal over property- White- 
water - to Ms Lewinsky may 
have much further to go before 
there is any resolution. The ev- 
idence so Gar is that it is mak- 
ing little difference to the way 
the public sees the President: 
bis opinion-poll ratings con- 
tinue to top 60 per cent 


.• ' ' ' ' \ .. •» i . .x ' " • • ' ' 

' v ; '• vv V:/<v v - -?..v 

• . .V . ... ; . ^ . v - ' s •• •• • . 

.• ' x * ■' ■*'.<' "i ' ” f J ■ t 1 . . ' : • 

• *<'♦ ’•>: : V- ' 1 ' • • . ' • • v 

.'-Yr-'vY . ‘ l v r ••••' -.*• •• . •• 

• •*. * . V >;/* | 4 * ' / \ • * **** *• \ H /•. / . • ** A 


.;/:V V rr^'wlf . 


.. . V. 

, ' A * / . < t. . . 




f - : :. m *t. i*r *' 


' 0. yf ‘ 

■ . :V;- 
a- 

“■.i.rtV.'vi 

v 

. 







•'It, 

- >,< v /". ><, ''' \- 





+ 


T 

F. 

hi 

ca 

at 

ur 


a 

wi- 

th: 

sk 

bu* 

the 


cle, 


JHE independent 
f Mday 29 may ms 
18 


18/FOREIGN 




Fall of an icon: Allegations that Daniel Ortega raped his step-daughter have all but destroyed the image of Nicaraguas one-time hero ^ 

The secret 


He led the 


revolution. 


Has he got 


feet of clay? 


HE was a bookish, short-sighted, be- 
spectaded version of Che Guevara, 
a young revolutionary - whose only ro- 
mantic touch was the red- and-b lack 
alk Sandinist a bandana around his 
neck. The Sixties' style high-heeled 
boots were not a fashion statement, 
but simply to lift him up to some- 
thing like average height. 

But Daniel Ortega captured the 
hearts of the post-Guevara genera- 
tion when he led the rag-tag men and 
women of the Sandinista National 
Liberation Front (FSLN) into Man- 
agua in July 1979 after overthrow- 
ing dictator Anastasio Somoza in a 
guerrilla war that had soaked 
Nicaragua’s streets in blood. As 
“co-ordinator" of the revolution, a 
man who had spent seven years in 
Somoza’s jails, often tortured, no one 
batted an eyelid when the Sandin- 
istas appointed him President of 
Nicaragua, a post he held until 
world pressure forced him to hold 
free elections in 1990. 

As Sandinista leader, Ortega be- 
came the new symbol of revolution 
20 years after Guevara and Fidel 
Castro had overthrown Cuba’s dic- 
tator, Fulgendo Batista. And with 
Guevara long dead - killed in Bo- 
livia in 1967 - and Castro deep 
frozen inside the Cold War - Orte- 
ga became the biggest thorn in the 
flesh of the United States, the local 
point of Ronald Reagan's anti-com- 
munist paranoia. 

His confiscation of property and 
land, including from American own- 
ers. did not add to his popularity in 
the United States. 

Reagan called him a “tin-pot dic- 
tator”. His successor, George Bush, 
called him “a skunk at a garden par- 
ty". Genuinely fearing that the S an- 
ti inis Las would spread their 
revolution north, up through Cen- 
tral America and Mexico, Reagan or- 
dered border patrol guards in such 
cities as Brownsville, Texas, to be on 
extra alert. 

More seriously, using the CIA, 
President Reagan encouraged and 
financed the remnants of dictator So- 
moza’s feared National Guards- 
men to form the “Contras” - short 
for “Counter-Revolutionaries” - a 
right-wing guerrilla group aimed at 
overthrowing the Sandinistas and 
restoring a government more 


By Phil Davison 


amenable to the Reagan adminis- 
tration. Based across the Nicaraguan 
border in Honduras and Costa Rica, 
the Contras launched hit-andrnm at- 
tacks, carried exit massacres and en- 
gaged in combat with the 
Sandinistas, which left tens of thou- 
sands of Nicaraguans dead. 

Like Castro, Ortega thrived on 
the Americans’ hang-ups. He flirt- 
ed opetify with the Cuban leader and 

hecame gfairmmy with Trarf g 

Hussein and Libya’s Colonel Muam- 
mar Gaddafi. And like Castro, his 
image of pariah to yuppie America 
made him even more of a hero to - 
socialist-minded youth and intel- 
lectuals around the world. 

Young people flocked to 
. Nicaragua to help pick coffee beans 
“for the revolution'’. Usually sandal- 
wearing backpackers with little mon- 
ey to spend on hotels with hot 
water, they became known as “the 
Sandalistas," revolutionary hippies. 
Even their Nicaraguan hosts mocked 
their body odours. 

With the decline of the Soviet 
Union, and an increasingly isolated 
economy, faith in the Sandinistas 

faded thro ugh out the Fighties, W hat 

had started as a “National Libera- 
tion Front” in the jungles of Costa 
Rica and underground in the slums 
of cities such as Managua and Leon, 
had become a disunited party, 
proven inept at managing the econ- 
omy. Nicaraguans were increasing- 
ly critical of the ongoing war footing 
- though largely promoted by the 
CIA-backed Contras -and the con- 
scription and budget needed to 
maintain an army seeo only as a sym- 
bol of defiance against the US 

But when Ortega, under world- 
wide pressure, finally held free elec- 
tions in 1990, few doubted that his 
charisma would pull him through for 
a further six years. Probably because 
Nicaraguans bad learnt to keep 
their opinions to themselves through 
years of dictatorship, as well as un- 
der the Sandinistas' no-nonsense in- 
ternal security agents, the polls 
turned out to be all wrong. Conser- 
vative grandmother Violetta 
Chamorro won easily. 

Ortega, now 52, has been oppo- 



1st 


sins 
history has 

exl 



Ortega: He tried desperately to regain power. But slide campaigning couldn't resurrect his career Photograph: Andrew Moore/Kaiz 


sition leader ever since, often dis- 
rupting public life by organising 
strikes and regularly threatening to 
take up arms again, a threat few, if 
any, Nicaraguans ever take seriously. 
In 1996 he lost again, this time to 
conservative Arrioldo Aleman, the 
current president, who had been 
jailed by the Sandinistas and seen his 
coffee farm confiscated. 

• That defeat came despite an 
American-style campaign and a 
complete change of image by the 
Sandinista leader. 

Gone was the fiery anti-Ameri- 
can rhetoric, replaced by calls for 


friendly relations. Gone were the 
horn-rimmed spectacles, replaced by 
contact lenses. Gone were the cow- 
boy shirts with rolled-np sleeves, re- 
placed by choirboy-like white 
collarless smocks. Gone was the old 
revolutionary Sandinista anthem 
with its exhortation to “fight the Yan- 
qui, enemy of humanity", replaced 
by Beethoven’s Ode to Joy. 

Ortega even brought in former 
“Contra” guerrillas to his campaign, 
including the notorious Commander 
Mack, once photographed ordering 
one of his men to cut a peasant’s 
throat, in an effort to win conserva- 


tive votes. But all to no avail. Orte- 
ga lost again and, despite being re- 
elected San dinis ta leader at the 
party’s Congress last weekend, four 
days before his stepdaughter lodged 
criminal sexual abuse charges, few 
Nicaraguans believe he wfll be a pres- 
idential candidate next time round. 

Even if the rape and sexual 
abuse charges do not stick, his step- 
daughter's detailed allegations have 
undoubtedly hurt Mr Ortega’s im- 
age at home and abroad. When she 
announced the charges on Wednes- 
day Zoilamerica Narvaez, now 30, 
was heckled by a few hardlin e San- 


dinista women - shouting “crazy 
woman, degenerate!” but backed by 
other women chanting “Keep izp the 
fight". 

Many Nicaraguan women, in- 
cluding Sandinistas, say the party al- 
ways had a macho bent, shown by 
the relatively few women given se- 
nior government positions, despite 
having served as foot soldiers in the 
guerrilla war and revolution. 
“Women were always manipulated 
under Sandimsmo,” Nicaraguan po- 
litical analyst Moises Hassan, a for- 
mer Sandinista. was recently quoted 
as saying. “It’s a farce." 


IF the aflegaftOTS by Daniel Orte- 
ga’s stepdaughter of sexual mo- 
and abuse are true, they will 
be a fnsrfoaring indication of what 
level of private indescretion a for- ■ 
pvfogage wfll tolerate before it caste 
down a public political hero. p 

Over the years, the secret lives 
and sins of other lu m i n aries of the 

radkalleft.froml^nintoMao’Ike- 

tn Winnie Mandela, have been 
exposed. The case of Ortega differs 
in three crucial respects. 

The prime face in the revolution 
which toppled the dictator Ahasla- . 
sio Somoza and defied Ronald Rea- 
’gan, the CIA and their Contra 
clients, he was a Third World leader 
idolised by the ! eft around the world 
for standing up to US bullying.. Sec- 
ond, not only is he still alive, he con- 

- tomes to lead the Sa n di nis ta party 
in Nicaragua’s national assembly. 
Third, the offences of which he is ac- 
cused are far more than the politi-^, 
dan’s frequent habit of straying* 
from the marital bed. If bom out, 
they amount to criminal rape. : 

The posthunxjus debunking of he- 
roes is a historian’s meat and drink. 
Tblas Lenin, long regarded by gen- 
erations of the left as benign father 
of socialism and founder of the So- 
viet Union, whose noble ideals were 
deformed and disgraced by Stalin. 

Now of course it has been es- 
tablished drat Stalm (himself a man 
of whom gullible Western liberals 
would hear no wrong even while he. 
was shipping millions to the gulag) 
drew heavily on techniques earlier . 
employed by Lenin - among ther m s 
an omnipotent secret service, mas&^ 
atrocities against civilians, and ter- 
ror-famines. . 

As a mass murderer of his own 
people, Mao ranks alongside Stalin, 
but was none the less an inspiration 
to a strand of the Ear left IBs repu- 
tation was posthumously dented by 
the revelations of his personal doc- 
tor that while supervising the Cul- ' 
tural Revolution Mao was addicted 
to sex with underage peasant girls 
rounded up from the countryside. 
Even so, as with Lenin, the faith of. . 
those believers who were left was not 
been greatly damaged. Both were 
dead, their place in history - for bet- 
ter or worse - secure. 

In the West too, death draws the 
sting of scandal. Had John Kennedy’s -. 
prodigious and reckless sexual ap- 
petites become known when he 'was 
president, they migfit have ruined his 
career and subsequent reputation. 
Ditto, on a more modest scale, Mar- 
tin Luther King. As it is, public atti- 
tudes have largely caught up with 
JFK’s private behaviour (witness the 
tolerance for Bill Clinton’s philan- 
dering). Beyond the grave, he is still 
perceived as lost leader, not lost souL 
Rupert Cor n w el l 
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Time not only heals all wounds, it opens all eyes’ 


JD Gannon was a reporter in Nicaragua from 1986 to 1990. Here he remembers the leader he once admired 



“DIMINUTIVE. Wouldn't you say 
Daniel Ortega is diminutive? I mean, 
he is rather small." 

It was the fall of 1989, San Josd, 
Costa Rica. I was acting as guide/in- 
terpreter for the Daily Telegraph's 
Washington bureau chief George 
Bush was in town for the first hemi- 
spheric meeting of heads of state, a 
meeting so Lacking in consequence 
that the only real question was 
whether Daniel Ortega would get his 
picture taken with Bush, and the Tete- 
gmph guy was writing the intro to his 
story and looking for a good adjec- 
tive for the president of the scrap- 
piest nation in the new world. 


“Diminutive?" I demanded. 
“Daniel would kick Bush's ass in a 
New York minute." 

I wasn’t writing about the sum- 
mit so wasn't worried about paying 
homage to the American god of “ob- 
jectivity". I probably wanted him to 
kick Bush’s ass. 

“Darner as he was known to all, 
was a real leader - had fought the 
good fight and woo. Had suffered im- 
prisonment, torture, battle, the loss 
of friends and family but had had vic- 
tory ripped from him by the colos- 
sus to the north, only because 
America was a sore laser. And it ran- 
kled the conscience of every reporter 


in Nicaragua with any sense of fair 
play. 

Daniel was Nicaragua in those 
days and the lack of respect shown 
him was the same shown to that en- 
tire. impoverished but beautiful na- 
tion. 

Had the Telegraph’s man that day 
whispered to me that Daniel was rap- 
ing his step-daughter, I might have 
kicked bis ass. 

But time not only heals all 
wounds, it opens all eyes. And I and 
every well-wisher Onega ever had 
had long ago shrugged our shoulders 
and turned our backs on a man 
whose unseemly descent from rev- 


olutionary leader to power-grab- 
bing leader was complete years be- 
fore his step-daughter made public 
her private nightmare. 

In the face of popular electoral 
defeat, Ortega tried to grab as much 
power as he could gain in opposition. 
The needs of Nicaragua and “the 
people" were cast aside. 

He long ago drove out the best 
and the brightest the San dinis ta 
front had to offer, vilified any and 
all who suggested a thoroughly re- 
jected leader might want to step aside 
for a new generation to take over. 

And he has dragged the once 
proud and resourceful Front down 


with him, where it now languishes as 
a party with nothing to offer but what 
it can deny its enemies - enemies it 
was once unworthy of haring. 

Daniel was not the revolution, no 
man ever is. But we search for the 
individual to embody the good. This 
whole unseemly affair cads to mind 
a scene from Brecht's Galileo. 

Galileo, having recanted before 
the Inquisition, returns to his rooms 
to find his favourite student, crest- 
fallen, waiting for him. The student 
denounces him, crying out “pity a 
world without heroes!” Tb which the 
ageing astronomer sighed: “No, pity 
a world that needs a hero." 


'^itl 







Ortega with his dose 
exercises in Libya 


friend Colonel Gaddafi, 


watching military 
Photograph: AP 
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Is thi s the farm ily of the future ? 


As the pressure, of 
juggling home and work 
grows, so will mufti- 
generational households. 
By Meg Carter 


IT COULD be the answer to all your child- 
care and retirement needs. Or a recipe for 
marital disaster. Whichever way you look 
at it,* however, the multi-generational 
household - with parents, kids and in-laws 
all living uDder one roof- seems to be mak- 
ing a return. 

More than 25 per cent of us already live 
with an additional family member or 
would be prepared to. while 80 per cent 
feel the down-L of the welfare state 
makes the rebirth of the multi-generational 
household inevitable, according to re- 
search published last month. Soon, many 
of us won't have much choice. 

It's not so much a family renaissance as 
ttt$ birth of a new pragmatism, claims 
Graeme Leach, associate director at the 
Henley Centre for Forecasting. 

“Many people who were “dinkys” - 
double income no kids - in the late Eight- 
ies and Nineties are now having families 
and finding they have significantly less dis- 
posable income than they had hoped be- 
cause of childcare costs and the fact that 
one or other partner is having to stop earn- 
ing for a while or even shift to part-time 
working, “ he says. 

The housing market is already bracing 
itself for homeowners with less money to 
invest (according to Barclays Life). Many 
people now in their twenties and thirties 
aren't putting enough money into their pen- 
sio^j&cbemes to retire comfortably, warns 
Nigel White, marketing director of Barclays 
Life. “There is widespread misplaced op- 
timism about the level of pensions people 
can look forward to when they retire,” he 
claims. 

Meanwhile, creeping “personal pri- 
vatisation” already requires a growing 
proportion of middle-class incomes to be 
set aside for future education and health- 
care needs, he adds. “As more people re- 
alise tin's, financial pressure on other 
expenditure will become acute. A multi- 
generational, Waltons - style household may 
provide on solution.” . 

Government estimates predict that 
Britain win need 4.4imJlion new fcjomesby 
the year 2016 to acaunzDodate tbe growth . 
of single person households. This, howev- 
er, ignores a parallel trend, says Leach, co- 
author of 2020 Vision — a snapshot of British 
life two decades hence, published last 
month by Barclays Life. 

More of us will start grouping togeth- 
er larger households as disposable in- 
comes stagnate or fall, life expectancy 
increases and concerns grow about the costs 
of residential care and child support At 
the same time, growing employee flexibility 
and mobility, increased home working and 
the development of “cyber schooling” via 
the Internet wfll.increase our focus oh the 
home: ' " . 

“There are lots qf tangible benefits, not 
least the fact that lots of us find the idea 
of an extended family an appealing con- 
cept," Mr -Leach adds. Those already liv- 
ing in multi-generational bouseboldsagree. 

Five years ago, while working for the 
Commission for New Towns, Dave Ludfcnd 
and his. wife, Debbie, re-located to Milton 
Keynes with Debbie’s parents who were 
then in their brie sixties. 

“Fneocls were sceptical," he admits. 
“But the foarofus decided to poolour eq- 
uity ahB dub together to buy somewhere, 
bjgendu^fiorusantohayeourownqjacse, 

%t small enough to enjoy the benefits of 



Andrew Riddle (above), his mother-in-law Elvira (centre) and his son Alexander, share their home harmoniously with Andrew’s wife Rosalba and her brother Jack 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


living together." It certainly helped that the 
two couples enjoyed each other’s compa- 
ny. And that It was an active choice rather 
than a reaction to a need to care for peo- 
ple who could not cope alone. 

Yes, there were teething problems. It 
soon became obvious the two couples need- 
ed separate facilities to avoid kitchen 
clashes, for example. His in-laws lived up- 
stairs while he and Debbie occupied space 
below - “guiding principles'' were needed 
to split the times the four spent together 
and apart Now 42, Ludford is studying for 


I 


It’s not so much a family 
renaissance as the birth 
of a new pragmatism 


an MBA at Cornfield University while Deb- 
bie is raising four-month-old twins Grace 
and Lily. His mother-in-law. Kit, still lives 
with them, allhough Debbie's father re- 
cently died. - 

“Modern parents in their sixties wear 
jeans and remain young at heart Tbe gulf 

between us has narrowed and the prospect 
of living together is easier to accommodate 
now because you don't Feel generations 
apart,*' Mr Ludford believes. 

“f think we will see a gradual polarisa- 
tion - of more multi-generational family 
households driven by family bonds and 
more single person households driven by 


family bombs. It’s already standard prac- 
tice in Mediterranean countries ana the 
Middle East if the chemistry's right, why 
not here?” 

Not everyone shares his enthusiasm. 
Jonathan, 35, claims bis three year marriage 
to Mehssa almost poDapsed under the strain 
of her surviving parent moving in. 

“On paper it seemed ideal - my moth- 
er-in-law needed somewhere to live, but 
had difficulty coping alone and did not want 
to go into a home. In reality, I felt she was 
an intrusion.’' After six months, both sides 
both agreed to call it a day. 

“There’s a certain logic to reverting to 
self-supporting household groups, but it's 
hard, enough balancing the priorities of two 
breadwinners (whose job should take pri- 
ority and where should they live?) let alone 
balancing the interests of an older gener- 
ation who may or may not want to move," 
warns Marjorie Thaburn, head of services 
to couples for Relate. 

*Tm not sure we’ve gone too far down 
tbe line with oudear families and single par- 
ents to make the psychological shift that 
would be required to become inter-de- 
pendent in this way." 

Mr Waite agrees the Waltons approach 
wiU not be appropriate for all “Those dri- 
ven by necessity will do so in limited cir- 
cumstances - a house built for two 
generations wDl have to hold three - with 
the obvious side effect of increased stress 
and pressure on the relationships be- ' 
tween all those concerned,” be admits. 

If he’s right, we are all advised to start 
soring. And soon. 


‘Friends thought we were mad. At first’ 


ANDREW and Rosalba Riddle Jive in 
south-west London with their 22- 
month-old son, Alexander. And Rosalia's 
brother jack and Rosalba and jack's 
mother, Elvira. 

"We first moved in together in 1993," 
Mr Riddle explains. “It was choke rather 
than necessity - we all wanted to live 
somewhere bigger but stay relatively 
central As we are all dose and gee on, - 
well, it seemed the obvious thing da" 

To some, perhaps. But for many, the 
prospect of sharing wfth the kvfaws - 
especially after getting married, which 
Andrew and Rosalba did two years ago - 
sounds like a recipe for disaster. 

“Friends thought we were mad,” 
Andrew admits. “Ac first." 

In fact, many now envy the Riddle’s 
arrangement and two other couples they 
know hope to give it a try. 

Motivation was key. Andrew says. 
Each of them wanted to live in the same 
area; Rosalba had grown even closer to 
her mother and brother since the death 
of her father ten years ago and the four 
enjoyed each other’s company. 

Luckily, they all work; Andrew as 
company director of a menswear 
business; Rosalba as director of a 


property company; 0vira as a tailor and 
Jack as stock controller for Andrew's 
business. As a result, each entered the 
arrangement on an equal footing and 
differing working patterns extended 
individuals' personal space. 

“It was mine and my mother's idea. 
We spoke on the phone at least mice a 
day, sometimes more,” Rosalba admits. 

Tve always hated being on my own. 
In this house, you always know it won't 
be long before someone comes home." 

Andrew adds: "it’s great for 
Alexander, too. As a dose-knit family, he 
will grow up with an unde and 
grandmother dose at hand.” 

Not that the extended family 
provides a short cut to cheap childcare. 

■ With all four adults working, the family 
shares weekday childcare support with 
another family nearby. 

Which suits Elvira just fine. “While 
we are all there to help each other out. 1 
have my own things to do, too - 
besides, they couldn't afford mer she 
smiles. 

It helped, of course, that die Itafian 
side of the family was used to multi- 
generational living. 

“In Italy ids still commonplace: finding 


a family where it doesn't happen is 
unusual," Elvira adds. Her side of the 
family is from southern Italy, although 
she has lived in Britain the past 35 years. 
Each family member tries to make it 
home for communal meals, she says. 

“If there’s one disadvantage, l 
suppose you could say that as Italians, 
Rosalba and Elvira do more than they 
probably should for me and jack," 
Andrew ruefully admits. 

“You can take things for granted. We 
know weba very lucky." 

Another potential pitfall is Insufficient 
space. And a family member with not 
enough to do who might take an 
unwelcome degree of interest in other 
household members’ lives. 

(n spite of all this, conflict within the 
Riddle household is minimal. ‘All 
decisions about the house are joint 
decisions - we alt have a stake," Andrew 
says. 

Each abides by an informal 
arrangement that should they wish to 
move out they give six months notice. 

Of course joint equity in a larger 
property makes for a sounder 
investment, he adds, but “It was more 
about being where we wanted to be". 


plenty 


In The Independent' this month a young 
mother complained that her working partner.- 
wasn’t doing his bit at home. Hang on, says 
Stephen Cox, who works part-time and cares 
for his baby son, it’s not like that at our house 


JPHY ROBINSON'S complaint 
out jpen not doing their share of 
-ihe domestic load ended with “He 
. should be doing more to help you — 

tixmr nje~a man.- Who shouldn't-” 

OKj J wOL Sophy, a mother of 
^ureriddres under ten, gave up her 
seat on the board of a communica- 
. Hons company to work freelance 
fomhome; her husband works very 
faB-tiaaoin tfre Qiy _ Guess who end- 
up ranraag. the bouse. In °tir 
. other way round, 
my partner, works full- time 

|L Last aubnan, igave up a salaried 
P® in.FR fo fly v oluntar y sector to 
*°°k. after out baby son and the 
1 , while. flying to build a free- 

r. Wfe use a cMd-minder 


two days a week, (yes. I collect) and 
Sarah works from home one day a 
week. Nevertheless, 1 end up doing 

most of tte domestic chores— for ex- 
ample, all the cleaning, most of the 
washing, ail the cooking, etc. 

Tm not claiming sainthood, and 
the only prize we’d win would be a 
wooden spoon from the environ- 
mental health department. But we’ve 
made a conscious choice that we 
want one parent with Ttaeo the ma- 
jority ofthetune, and we accept the 
hassle and financial impact this In- 
volves. 

Sarah says this isn’t a gender is- 
sue, “It is about a partner who is at 
home and a partner who works out- 
side the home. Tbe partner at work 
finds it hard to be folly involved. I 



Househusband Stephen 
Cox with his son Tbeo. 
His partner Sarah is the 
breadwinner 
He says: “Too much of 
the writing by men. is 
about how tough it is. (I 
use the hoover and de- 
serve the Nobel . Prize,' 
etc).” 


really see myself in this as the man." 

If I was working outside the 
home twelve boors a day, it would 
definitely affect what I did in the 
home. As I have to look at tbe 
kitchen floor iq daylight, I am more 


prompted to do something about it 
“What about the joy of looking 
after the children?” Sarah asks. 
Lots of it is tedious, but I do get un- 
interrupted playing time with Theo. 
Sarah misses him dreadfully and 


resents tbe idea that time with Theo 
is purely a chore. At least, she says, 
as a breast-feeding mum. she gets giv- 
en the baby and a cup of tea as soon 
as she steps through the door. 

The man doesn’t have that 


“Write about how difficult it is to 
come borne from work, by Thursday 
so tired you fed your legs have been 
cut off," she says. 

We both know that I could meet 
Sarah with a rolling pin and a 1st of 
chores, but that wouldn’t do either 
of us any good. Sarah has plenty 
more to say. “Pm sick of reading ar- 
ticles in The Indqjenderu by women 
complaining bow hard it is, wfaeu they 
have nannies and cleaners. Order- 
ing the servants around is such hard 
work!" 

What about housework and gen- 
der roles in those households where 
they can’t afford to shove the work 
on to an employee? Tbo much of the 
writing by men is about how tough 
it is. (I use the hoover and deserve 
the Nobel Prize, etc). I don’t agree 
that, in the round, men have it 
harder. A career woman who gave 
up a well-paid job for erratic free- 
lancing and house-care would find 
it as tough as 1 did, and she might 
feel as alienated from the support 
groups that exist. 

Some of the childcare infra- 
structure can't quite cope with men 
attending we aning clinks, drop-ins, 
etc. lb be quite honest. I'm too busy 


on “Theo days" to worry about 
whether National Childbirth Trust 
teas will welcome me, or find it odd 
that I’m there. 

Sarah gets evil looks from other 
women when I take the baby off to 
change a nappy. I also know couples 
20 years ahead of us where the 
woman spent the first two years 
telling the man “No, you don’t do it 
like that, let me do it...” and now 
complains that the man sron’t do any- 
thing unprompted. 

Everything Sophy said in the ar- 
ticle about negotiating is impor- 
tant 1 hate to think how much 
negotiating we have had to do re- 
cently! 

Her action plan is fine, as far as 
it stands. But why assume it is always 
tbe man who is not doing their share? 



THE INdSenDENT 
Story of tbe Year 6 


Results of the Independent- 
Scholastic Story of the Year 
competition — and die winning 
story -wfll be published in 
tomorrow’s paper 
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The woman who 


r 


country & western s 


Nashville's big noises made her change her name 
and sing borrowed tunes, but Shania Twain found 
her own route to the top. By Ann Treneman 


SHANIA TWAIN has several claims to 
fame and, for someone who has been fa- 
mous for about 15 minutes, that's not bad. 

Far starters, there is that name. Shania (pro- 
nounced shaw-nye-ah) means “Tin on my 
way” in Ojibwa Indian. Then there is that 
bocfy. “They said ft was impossible,” gushed 

FHM magazine, "They said it could never 
happen. But Shania TWain has made coun- 
try and western music sexy!” Then there is 
the fact that she is Canadian and not bor- 
ing (and not Celine either). And fourth? 
Oh yes, well, her second album. The 
Wrnan in Me, sold 13 minion and her third, 
COme On Over, is among America's top 
five at the moment Clearly, shell be 
around for longer than 15 minutes. 

But so mething is not right. The name, 
for starters. It is just too convenient. Then 
I find out her real name is Eileen. Yes! 

Eileen is a perfect name for a girl who grew 

up on the wrong side of the trades in an 
extremely cold place called Timmins in 
northern Canada. I can see an Eileen per- 
forming in bars since she was eight, but 
I can't see a Shania doing this. Eileen 
Ttoain seezns a great name to me. 

Nashville disagreed. “When I got my 
first record deal they told me that Eileen 
TWain didn’t flow,” she said. They want- 
ed her to change her surname, but both 
her parents had died when she was 21 and 
she wanted to keep their name. She 
thought the name Shania was beautiful 
and dawns not to have known its mean- 
ing. Fm not sure we should believe her. 

Except you have to believe her because, 
in person, she Is utterly believable. The 
pouting babe who appears in FHM in black 
bra and a pinstrip suit arrives for our meet- 
ing looking pretty normal in jeans and a 
leather jacket. She has a great Laugh and 
is so down to earth that I'm afraid she may 
start composting at any moment So 
whafs with the sexy image? Sbania shrugs. 
“It’s kind of like dress-up for me. I don’t 
take it seriously hut f have fun with it You 
know. I wasn’t a giriie kid. I was a tomboy. 
It’s not in my nature to be girlie even now.” 

Bui they don't just thinkyou arc a giriie, 
I say, they thinkyou arc a babe. ‘A baby?” 
she asks. No, babe, I say. 1 quote from FHM: 
“Shania is unlike your average crooner in 
two obvious ways: she is not American and 
she is not ugly." Shania shrugs again. 
“Well, I am a girl so, I mean, I guess I look 
like a girl. But my mind is not girlie. I'm 
not a sugar and spice kind of girl at afl. Re- 
ally, Tm all about the nuts and bolts. My 
music isn’t g iriie either. It’s pretty straight 
ahead and punchy and matter of fact” 

Shania TWain is obsessed with her mu- 
sic and talks about it in a Holy Grail type 
of way. But her songs are an easy listening 
mix of new country, pop and rock. I 
wouldn't go so far as to call it “country 
schlock” as one reviewer did -country gets 
a lot schlodder than this! — but this is not 
Holy Grail stuff. It is immensely radio and 
listener-friendly, though, and Shania has the 
awards (Grammy, CMA etc) to prove it. 

She talks as if her life depends on mu- 
sic and in many ways her childhood did. 
She is one of five children. Her own fa- 
ther left early on -only to resurface when 
she became famous, of course - and the 

man who adopted her from the age of two 
was Ojibwa Indian. 

Such a thing may sound colourful or 


even romantic in 1990s England but, in 
northern Canada in the Seventies, it 
means that Eileen TWain grew up poor. 
“I don’t have regrets. I wouldn’t want to 
do it again though. My parents never 
owned a new car in their lives, they nev- 
er owned a home. When I was a kid, I 
thought being rich was eating roast beef 
and Irving in a brick house.” 

Music was a passion and an obsession. 
*T was a recluse. I locked myself away with 
my guitar. It was afl I wanted to do,” she 
says. Her parents took that obsession and 
turned it into a career. So^ at the adfcnlously 
young age of 'eight, she found herself 
stngmg fop smoking and donlring adults. 

Whs this the musical equivalent of those 
parents who enter their children in beau- 
ty contests? “Td rather compare it to an 
athletic child. This was not a superficial 
thing. 1 didn’t like the performance side 
at age 10 or whatever. I couldn't have 
cared less if I shared my music. lt was my 
own thing. But it was good that my par- 
ents developed it into a career. But I hat- 
ed getting up at midnight to go do those 
duhs. I missed a lot of school too.” ' 

For a few years, she had to leave the 
dub between sets. “When I was 11 the gov- 
ernment actually gave me a permit that 
allowed me to do a full night from 9pm 
to Lam. So from the age of 11, 1 was of- 
ficial.” At 13, she got another job - at Mc- 
Donald's. *T worked there alter school and 
then at night in a dub. I think McDon- 
ald’s was a great job. I think all kids should 
do something that regimented. I thought 
it was a great job to learn responsibility." 

The word ‘responsible” comes up a lot. 
She couldn’t have cared less about high 
school but decided she had to graduate. 
“It was the responsible thing to do.” For 
five years she sang with bands in bars and 
- toured in the winter and worked for her 
dad in the summer, leading a reforesta- 
tion crew. That all ended when her par- 
ents both died in a car crash and she 
returned to raise her brothers (then aged 
14 and 13). She was 21. 

A few years later, when her brothers 
had left home, die sold everything and sent 
a demo tape to a friend of a friend in 
Nashville. Within a month she had a deaL 
But, when she got there, she found that 
they didn’t want Eileen’s name or her ma- 
rie. They wanted someone named some- 
thing else to record muse by other people. 

This Efleen/Shania did. *Tm a practi- 
cal person. It’s like, okay, I can do this. 
You know, ir’sajob. rm not a purist. Vm 
a survivor. So I did it their way. I record- 
ed that album with none of my own mu- 
sic. It didn't work and it wasn’t a succ ess . 
Then the manwho would became my hus- 
band heard the album. He heard my sto- 
ry. So he called me and asked me to play 
some of the thing s I’d written.” 

The man was a producer named 
Robert John “Mutt” Lange. Six months 
later they were married and he produced 
the best-selling The Wyman in Me. “Tmean 
that really is it. I mean that was the end. 

Irecordediny own musk: and life c h a nge d. 

That’s it. That’s my stoiy.” Now rite is 32, 
rich and famous. That may be her story, 
but it’s definitely not the end for a girl by 
any other name. 

Shania Twain's new singe. When, is released 
cm 1 June. 



Shania Twain: Playing music was a childhood obsession, *1 was a recluse. I locked myself away with my guitar. It was all I wanted to do’ 


Why champs really have to be vamps 


So teenage tennis stars look like 
teeange film stars. What's wrong 
with that? By Melanie Rickey 


LAST week, when the Lolita 
of women's tennis, Anna 
Koumikova, beat the world 
number one, Martina Hingis, 
her performance on court, was, 

as usual, the last thing on the 
minds of the male journalists. 

Instead, they questioned the 
soon-to-be 17-year-old on her 
blonde, pigtafl-swinging sexual 
allure, no doubt trying to de- 
termine whether she is aware 
of her effect on their groins. 
Never one to miss a beat (and 
perffeetty aware of her effect on 
men) she replied “Why should 
I have to look ugly just because 
I am an athlete?” 

Good point Anna. But what 
she glaringly foiled to take into 
account is that she is, frankly, 
go^eous, and couldn’t look bad 
if she tried. 

The soon-to-be IS-year-old 
Martina Hingis, on the other 
hand, like many muscle-bound 


broad-shouldered players, can 
look a bit ropey mid-grunt As 
husky voiced Koumikova flirt- 
ed her way through her press 
conference, Hingis must have 
been secretly pleased that her 
own glamour rating was about 
to go through the root This is 
thanks to American G&, which 
features Hingis on its June 
cover, looking like a cute soap 
opera starlet “The Champ is a 
Vamp", trumpets the headline 
These two teenagers are 
currently the stars of the 
women's tennis circuit, succes- 
sors to Steffi Graf and Marti- 
na Navratilova, the butch 
doyennes of the late Eighties 
and early Nineties game who, 
no matter how bard they tried 
with their pink frosted lipstick 
and designer dresses, still end- 
ed up looking like men in drag. 
Noone seemed to care though, 
it was the tennis that counted. 



Martina. Hingis (left) and Anna Koumikova have learnt to 
make rite most of their media exposure 


right? Maybe, bat things are 
changing in the world of 
women's tennis. 

As prize money continues its 

ever upward spiral - up almost 
50 per cent since 1990 - it is 
teenage girls such as Hingis, 
Koumikova and the Amazonian 
•Williams doers who art* raging 
the game bywjfe their looks and 
choice of clothes, rather than 
their personalities. When the 
matdi is over, it seens, glamour 
is flic order of the day. 

It has been a long time 
coming. Jennifer Capriati and 
Monica Seles attempted the 


glamour route but ended up 
looking a bit silly: Capriati 
burnt out early after being 
caught smoking a joint, among 
other misdemeanours, Seles 
gave it a shot - appearing in 
HeBo! was perhaps her lowest 
moment - and is now concen- 
trating on her tennis again. 

Today’s teenage tennis 
prodigies have dever managers 
who are keeping a very close 
eye on their charges' develop- 
ment and, moreover, are se- 
lecting special image enhancing 
projects for their young stars. 
The Wiliams sisters would 


never do HeBo.' - they do Amer- 
ican Vogue instead. Kourniko- 
va is seen at all the right events: 
she was nicknamed a Spice 
Girl-alike by the tabloids, and 
hey presto turns op looking bet- 
ter than Posh, Sporty, Baby et 

al at the premiere of Spicewodd: 
The Movie. 

Now it’s Hingis’s turn - 
hence the GQ cover story. 
Someone decided she had to be 
perceived as a woman, not a 
“gjrl-next-doo r"type as she has 
been described. 

And it’s not just the man- 
agers pushing the glamour an - 
gle. The Lawn Tennis 
Association pot Koumikova 
on Wimbledon's centre court 
last summer to gamer attention 
despite her low ranking (she is 
currently 47). TV viewing fig- 
ures for the women’s tourna- 
ment at Wimbledon went up 20 
percent and the tabloids (let's 
not forget them) went crazy 
snapping frilly knickers and 
bums. All good fun? Some 
don’t think so. 

“Why the hell don’t tbqyjust 
get on with playing tennis, Fm 
fed up with this exploitation of 


teena gers ," was one feminist’s re- 
sponse to the Hingi&-goes-glain- 
orous story. But the truth is that 
the teenagers in question are not 
being exploited unknowingly. 
Hi ngi s talks about men, and 
growing up in the limelight as 
well as te nnis in the GQ inter- 
view, and is deariy in her dement 
as she poses for the camera 
showing her cleavage, thumb 
hooked in waistband, laughing 
hands-on-hip in a tiny dress. 

Imagine it: you are nearly 18 
(nearly an “official” woman) 
you earned $3,400,196 last year, 
(before sponsorship deals with 
Thcchini, Opel and Yonex), 
you are the best woman tennis 
player in the world, fort most of 
all you have given up your 
teenage years to get there. 
Why not get dressed up, dye 
your hair, play wife make-up 
and wear pretty dresses? It’s 
what almost every- other 
teenage girl does. Hingsisjust 
doing it so half fee western 
world can cateh a glimpse of her 
looking gorgeous while she is 
still the world number one. 
Thai’s one thing Koumikova 
can't touch just yet 


STANDARD UFE BANK? 






You don’t have to - 
speculate to accumulate. 


'EndiotikialatBcttntBts 


eJf 


jLE.HOT.cg Ktou nmgbg oh 

- • ‘-.CO* • 


Saving has never been simpler f‘"> 


PHOW lmes okh mq 5 ph 


Ain hu if, ri roiiwi — .* ** ** a Pt^® k> bataacB on Faxral 




a Blm » tafrMCflBmaer untt Sttndad ufe » 


oqukjxrtor rf 0*009 ft* ECU 2X000 KfHKA Ante 


“WJnuaa payment to*nr 


Gilt C.. -• 

EpH; - 


L-i' v V - ’ 
j ^crcjtL-'.-.. - ’ / ' J' ' 
6 France ... ’.* 

■ Q liner, cj.j - . ’ ' 

Uwetinr. • • .. ‘ ' " 

/*'• 

“wosifeij....’ ■ - 

li 

d 

‘“■pnijr. ; V.^'' 

>.her7,.V — 

J.'";- 

•’’l I TIT' 












JflcT the 




C 71 C- " r. ... . 


1|; 

uv 


--'c s 




•• f . . - 


.. 





















21/OBITUARIES 


THE INDEPENDENT 
FRIDAY 29 MAY 1993 

21 


Gordon Beningfield 


i 


GORDON BENINGFIELD 
was an eloquent, influential 
advocate for the protection of 
tae English countryside and its 
varied wildlife - and one of 
Britain's most talented, versa- 
tile wildlife and countryside 
artists. 

A Londoner by birth, the el- 
dest son of a Thames lighter- 
man, Beningfield showed a 
remarkable tale at for drawing 
and painting from his earliest 
years, particularly in his draw- 
ings of Spitfires. 

His academic career, in the 
village school at London Colney 
in Hertfordshire, where the 
family moved while the Second 
World War raged in London 
was, by his own admission, 
undistinguished. Nevertheless, 
his teacher, recognising his artis- 
tic talent, allowed him the op- 
portunity to develop and on 
leaving school at 15 he was ap- 
prenticed as an ecclesiastical 
artist in St Albans, where his ap- 
titude and ability to work with 
a wide variety of mediums - 
from stained and engraved giay 
to wood carving, bronze sculp- 
ture, gold leaf, watercolours 
and -oils — was refined and 
encouraged. 

In 1958 he married Betty 
/JBqyce, whom be had known 
r since. his early teens, and they 
set up home together in rural 
Hertfordshire. Beningfield 
worked hard to perfect his craft 
so that it seemed, to the casu- 
al observer, to be an easy thin g 
to do, but the paintings, both in 
watercolour and oils, or the glass 
engraving and bronzes that is- 


sued from the large, overflow- 
ing shed in the garden, were the 
result of meticulous research, 
exemplaiy care and a love of 
and pleasure in his chosen sub- 
jects. By the mid-1960s his 
watercolour paintings of coun- 
tryside subjects were in such de- 
mand that he look the decision 
to work for himself. His first 
London exhibition of wildlife 
paintings in 1967 was an out- 
standing success. 

Since childhood he enjoyed 
watching and collecting butter- 
flies and was an excellent field 
entomologist. This knowledge 
and his particularity of tech- 
nique with watercolours led to 
the publication of his first book, 
Beningfield’s Butterflies, in 1978. 
I remember a well-known 
gallery owner telling him 
“There’s no market for butter- 
fly pictures.” Fortunately, Ben- 
ingfield ignored this advice. 
The exhibition of original paint- 
ings from the butterfly book was 
sold out on the preview day, and 
buyers had to put their names 
in a hat and wait to see if 
they'd been successful in getting 
the picture they wanted. 

2t is not surprising that Beu- 
ingfield’s paintings should be 
sought-after - they are exquis- 
ite. He knew his subject so well 
that the butterflies seem almost 
to fly from the page. His work 
on butterflies and their vanish- 
ing habitats was recognised 
when he was invited to be- 
come President of the British 
Butterfly Conservation Society 
in 1989. His involvement in 
the society also led to a GPO 



Beningfield out butterfly-catching in Water End, Hertfordshire 1980 


commission in 1981 for asei of 
stamps depicting British but- 
terflies. followed in 1985 by a 
further set of stamps showing 
British insects. 

A natural broadcaster, Ben- 
ingfield appeared on a number 
of television programmes. In the 
early 1970s he contributed to 
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\ JjEW priests of the Church of 
England have had the distinc- 
tion of being seized by the 
lapbls and shaken by Arch- 
bishop Geoffrey Fisher in the 
corridors of Church House but 
sudh was the fate of Frederick 
Philip (known to his friends as 
Pfepty) Coleman soon after he 
wajr elected to the Church As- 
sembly as General Secretary of 
the Church Union in 1955. 

Coleman bad a formidable 
reputation as an ecclesiastical 
politician working for the An- 
glo-Catholic cause. He became, 
an Eminence gfise during a pe- 
riod ofprofound change in the 
Cbiujhhrbut he was also con- 
spicuous for pastoral gifts as a 
parish pries! and was a much 
sought confessor and spiritual 
director. 

Educated at Filing County 
. |)Schooi, he read economics un- 
der Lionel Robbins at the Lon- 
don School of Economics where 
he failed to obtain a First be- 
cause of his difficult handwrit- 
ing . It did not subsequently 
improve. From early life Cole- 
man was a strong churchman 
and as a layman was active in the 
parish of Holy Cross, Greenford, 
where he trained the choir. 

In the early Thirties he went 
to France where he was keen- 
ly influenced by the organised 
association of factory workers 
in the lboman Catholic Church 
knovfn as the/eunesse Ouvridre 
Chnftienne (Jodsts), or in Eng- 
lish-speaking countries as the 
Young Oudstian Workers. His 
interest ia analysis of con- 

temporary sbeiety found fulfil- 
ment in the Christian Socialist 
4 Anglo-Catholic summer school 
of Sociology. After a period 
working in university adminis- 
tration he went up to St 
Stephen’s House, Oxford, in 
1938 to read for holy orders and 
was ordained in 1940. 

Two curacies followed, one 
at St Alphege, Southwark, un- 
til 1942 where he was noticed 
for his courage during the blitz, 
followed by six years at St 
Stephen's, Lewisham. Then 
came four years as vicar of St 
Antholin’s, N unhead, which be 
rebuilt after the war, and three 
years as a member of the Com- 
pany of Mission Priests in the 
immense urban - parish of 
. . . Ellesmere Fort, in Cheshire. 

His career- seemed set fair 
for the parochial ministry and 

ft was a subject ofgriefio some 
i £ of his friends when his life took 
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an unexpected turn. Coleman 
was a man of considerable in- 
tellectual ability and it was for 
this reason, as much as for his 
Anglo-Catholic convictions, 
that he was persuaded to be- 
come the General Secretary of 
the Church Union in 1955. The 
Church Union represented the 
organised political wing of the 
Anglo-Catholic Movement. 

The' membership consisted 
of progressive and conservative 
elements. Coleman was of a far 
higher mental ability than the 
rank and file and this frequently 
led to misunderstanding and 
sometimes mistrust. He had a 
speculative mind and was 
deeply influenced by the French 
Catholic Theological RevivaL At 
a time when Liberal Protes- 
tantism began to assume promi- 
nence in the Church of England 
he maintained a reasoned Lib- 
eral Catholic position. He wel- 
comed the election of Pope 
John XXm in 195S and eager- 
ly embraced the positive results 
of the Second Vatican Council 
and saw their implications for 
Anglicanism. 

But Coleman was not mere- 
ly a radical who applied change 
for its own sake. He was firm- 
ly grounded in scripture and tra- 
dition and believed that to be 


truly radical you had to have 
strong doctrinal foundations. 
With Yves Congar he saw tra- 
dition as a dynamic rather than 
static force and recognised the 
development of Christian doc- 
trine. His annual journeys to 
Franre and connections with the 
University of Louvain and the 
Archdiocese of Mabries, in 
Belgium, forged serious ecu- 
menical bonds; but he was dis- 
appointed that his experience 
was not needed in official ecu- 
menical activities. 

Coleman’s francophile sym- 
pathies nevertheless presented 
problems. He tended to think 
that the Church of England 
started from the same position 
as the French Church, which it 
did not, and neither did the then 
enclosed portion of the Roman 
Catholic Church in England. 

This led him to look at the 
gains of the Anglo-Catholic 
Movement with an element of 
complacency. He thought that 
most of the battles had been 
won and despaired of a 
defensive mentality that was un- 
willing to recognise that 
Catholicism had to a great ex- 
tent sunk into the bones of An- 
glicanism, a view shared by 
some Roman Catholic ecu- 
menists. He wanted Anglo- 


tbe series Look Stronger and 
some years later took part in 
several editions of the BBC Nat- 
ural Histoiy Unit’s In The 
Camay series. He was an expert 
on 19th-century shepherds and 
their craft and contributed to 
One Man and his Dog. A film 
called >1 Brush with Hardy - 


about painting the pictures for 
Beningfield’s book Hardy Court’ 
try (1983) - was shown in cine- 
mas around Britain in 1985. 

Arguably one of the finest 
glass engravers this century, 
between 1972. and 1994 Ben- 
ingfield created no less than 
eight memorial windows for 


Catholicism to cease to be a 
campaign and deepen the gains 
on a normative basis in the 
parishes of England. He did not 
make allowances for the diver- 
sity of much Anglican eu- 
charistic belie! His support of 
social justice put him at variance 
with the President of the Union, 
the Earl of Lauderdale, a 
staunch Conservative. 

Second to Pope John XXIH 
(at whose death in 1963 he 
wept) Coleman’s hero was 
Archbishop Michael "Ramsay. It 
was in the wake of Ramsay’s ec- 
umenical objectives that he 
supported the Anglican- 
Methodist Conversations and 
was distressed that the Convo- 
cations failed to produce the 75 
percent majority needed to pass 
a scheme of union. 

His views were sharply at 
variance with the majority of 
members of the Church Union. 
He saw no theological objec- 
tions to the ordination of 
women and in later life came to 
regard the presidency of a 
woman at the altar as the most 
natural thmgin the world. 

Coleman left the Church 
Union in 1968 and became 
^hrden of the Community of St 
John the Baptist, Clewar, a re- 
ligious order for women. Many 
convents bad used him for re- 
treats and spiritual direction 
and valued his mastery of the 
spiritual life- During this time be 
established close connections 
with the enclosed orders at 
Huracres, Oxford, and Burnham 
Abbey. He. undertook the di- 
rectionoff the Society of the Hid- 
den life, a body of devout 
laywomen fostered by the Soci- 
ety of the Sisters of Bethany. 
Many remained devoted to him 
for the rest of his life. Coleman 
retained the Wardenship of 
Oawar until 1979 but in 1971 he 
accepted the living of St An- 
drev^-the-Wmftobe, Black- 
friars, and held both in plurality. 

It was in the City that Cole- 
man exercised a varied and 
distinctive mimstiy. Ivor Buimer- 
Thomas, a churchwarden, want- 
ed him because of the adult 
educational work of the Ad- 
vanced Sunday school that met 
on Sunday afternoons and at- 
tracted distinguished speakers 
and people from far and wide. 

But Coleman was not willing 
to exercise a purely intellectu- 
al apostolate. He ran a Bible 
dass for the telephonists and en- 
gineers of the Farringdon tele- 


Photograph: Alan Southgate 

the Guards Chape). In recog- 
nition of his work, in 1995 he 
was elected a Freeman of the 
City of London and Liveryman 
of the Glass Sellers' Company. 

Beningfield's public persona 
was that of a quiet, polite man. 
but he bad a marvellous sense 
of humour and a schoolboy's 


wicked sease of fun. He .was a 
delightful companion and until 
his final illness made it too dif- 
ficult to travel far, he and I ex- 
plored the English countryside 
together, particularly his 
beloved Dorset, Thomas 
Hardy’s Wessex. Much of his 
finest work was inspired by 
the quiet coombs and deep 
ancient woodlands of the region 
between Dorchester and 
Bridport. 

Fortunately for lovers of his 
work, he was prolific - produc- 
ing paintings and drawings to il- 
lustrate books including 
Beningfield's Countryside (1980), 
Hardy Landscapes (1990) and 
Beningfield’s Woodlands (1 993). 
He illustrated several poetry 
books -Darkling Thrush (1985), 
Boons of the Countryside (1987), 
Green and Pleasant Land (1989) 
and Poems of the Season (1992)- 
In 1994 be completed a. picto- 
rial autobiography Gordon Ben- 
ingfield, The Artist and His Wrrk. 
His last book was Beningfield’s 
English Villages (1996) and be 
was working on a book of Ben- 
ingfield'sVbnjshirig Song Birds at 
the time of his death. 

I first met Gordon Bening- 
fidd in 1968 at a fund-raising ex- 
hibition in aid ol' the World 
Wildlife Fund and even then his 
work stood ouL Gordon himself 
did not look or act at all like the 
accepted 1 960s stereotype of an 
artisL Tall, fair-haired and 
dressed in Harris tweed and 
highly polished brogues, he 
looked more the country solic- 
itor or land agent. But his po- 
lite, seemingly diffident manner 


hid a steely determination to 
succeed both in art and in the 
conservation of bis beloved 
English landscape, and when it 
came to the defence of the 
countryside he loved he was a 
doughty adversary. For some- 
one who lacked a formal edu- 
cation be mastered the thrust 
and party of debate impressively 
and caused politicians and 
members of the NFU alike to 
take notice. 

His interests were many. He 
was an expert shot, stylish fly 
fisherman and a keen support- 
er of field sports - regarding 
them as an integral part of a 
healthy working landscape. He 
Joved working dogs and owned 
a number of them, in particu- 
lar deer hounds and border ter- 
riers. He had a life-long love of 
the Spitfire aeroplane; his in- 
terest in vintage cars too was 

long-standing and he owned two 

fine examples of early MG 
sports cars. 

Beningfield Wood, planted 
four years ago on a Dorset 
hilltop, will mature and grow in 
stature as will Gordon Bening- 
field's reputation as one of 
Britain’s finest wildlife and 
landscape artists, but for those 
who knew him, he will be 
remembered too as a delightful, 
generous person, a brilliant 
natu ralis t and a matchless 
companion. 

Dennis FumeJI 

Gordon George Beningfield. artist 
bom London 31 October 1936; mar- 
ried 1958 Betty Boyce (two daugh- 
ters); died London 4 May 1998. 


Professor R. J. G. Savage 


phone exchange, worked pas- 
toralty in the institutions with- 
in the parish, took an interest 
in the Mem aid Theatre and 
was active in Sion College. St 
Andrew's became the base for 
a ministry of preaching, lectur- 
ing, the confessional and re- 
tre at -conducting that took him 
ail over the country. 

Coleman was an elegant 
writer and edited the influential 
theological periodical. Faith 
and Unity, from 1955 until it 
ceased publication in 1978. In 
1979 he was appointed Area 
Dean of the City of London; a 
post he held until 1982. 

Coleman was cultivated, 
well-read and sang in the Lon- 
don Bach Choir. He had a 
great gift for friendship, gen- 
erosity of spirit, a Gallic ap- 
preciation of food (he could 
entice the most delicious meals 
from simple ingredients), a 
ready (if sometimes derisive) 
sense of humour and remained 
a champion of the underdog. 

Although at the height of his 
powers marry were perplexed 
and sometimes made indignant 
by his stance, subsequent events 
demonstrated that essentially he 
had kept his finger on the pulse 
of the Church and his stand- 
point was vindicated. But some 
of his critics who did not share 
his optimism about the future 
of a Catholic expression of An- 
glicanism fell that he was the 
Edward Heath of the movement 
and had misjudged the political 
moment that led to a weaken- 
ing of the Catholic position. 

For the last 14 years of his 
life Coleman lived contentedly 
at the Charterhouse and acted 
as honorary curate of St 
Botolph’s, Aldgale. He contin- 
ued to act as a confessor and 
spiritual director until pre- 
vented from doing so by Htrkm- 
somsm. When he was asked 
what he would leave behind him 
when he died he said, quite ac- 
curately, “A number of dis- 
traught ladies.” 

Anthony Symondson SJ 

Frederic* PhSp (Percy) Coleman, 
priest bom Greenford. Mddksex II 
September 19/1; ordained deacon 
1940, priest 1941; Vicar of St Arv 
thofn's, fsfunfieod 1948-52, ESesmem 
Port 1952-55; General Secretary, 
Church Union 1955-68; Warden, 
Community of St John the Baptist, 
Oewar 1968-79; Rector. StAndrew- 
by-the-Wardrobe, Bkxkfriars 1971- 
Si; Oed London 14 April 1998. 


RJ.G. SAVAGE held the po- 
sition of Professor of Vertebrate 
Palaeontology at Bristol Uni- 
versity for ten years. His knowl- 
edge of his field was vasL His 
interests in fossils extended from 
the Cretaceous lo the Pleis- 
tocene, the diversity of life from 
ammonites to carnivores, and he 
worked a huge variety of sites 
ranging from Australia to Skye. 

Bob Savage first went to 
Africa to work on some Kenyan 
Miocene rites in 1955. From 
then on, seldom a year passed 
without his travelling abroad ei- 
ther to work oh museum col- 
lections or to make collections 
himself. His first visit to North 
Africa was in 1957, and his suc- 
ceeding field expeditions to 
Libya in the Sixties were per- 
haps his most successful. 

In 1971 he began working on 
the Mid- Jurassic in Skye where 
he discovered Britain’s earliest 
mammals. He continued this 
field work through the Seventies, 
taking three field seasons off 
(1974-76) to work a Miocene rite 
at East Turkana in Kenya. His 
field work took him to many oth- 
er countries and continents in- 
cluding Venezuela, Australia, 
India, Pakistan, Persia (now 
Iran), Israel, southern Europe. 



Savage: fossils 


and Soviet Central Aria. His mu- 
seum visits included research 
trips to Moscow, western Aus- 
tralia and the United States. 

Savage published extensive- 
ly on his work. As well as edit- 
ing a number of symposia 
reports, he was the editor of an 
excellent series. Fossil Verte- 
brates of Africa (1970-76), that 
he started with his wife Shirley 
and my father. L.S-B. Leakey. 
Savage married Shirley Coiyn- 
don - an expert in fossil hip- 
popotami - in 1969, having 
met her in Kenya . 

He was bom in Northern 
Ireland in 1927 and educated at 
Methodist College, Belfast and 
Welsey College. Dublin. He 
graduated in 1948 with a BSc in 
Zoology from Queen’s Uni- 
versity. Belfast and the follow- 
ing year obtained a Hist in 
Geology, also at Queen’s. His 
PhD was awarded by Universi- 
ty College London in 1953. a 
year after he had taken up his 
first academic position as As- 
sistant Lecturer in Geology at 
Queen’s University, Belfast 

In 1 954 be moved to Bristol 
University as Lecturer in Ge- 
ology and Curator of the Ge- 
ology Museum. Nineteen 
sixty-six saw bis promotion to 
Reader in Vertebrate Palaeon- 
tology and in 1982 he was pro- 
moted to Professor of the same 
department He remained there 
until his retirement in 1992. 

During his years at Bristol, 
Savage was actively engaged 
with numerous organisations 
and committees both within 
the university and the country. 
His enthusiasm for field work 
gave him opportunity to work 
closely with the University's 
Expeditions Committee (1963- 
77) and be was the President of 
Bristol University’s Speleolog- 
ical Society from 1977 to 1989. 


Professor Boris Ford 


DONALD MITCHELLS obit- 
uary of Boris Fbrd [27 May] 
does not refer to the pre-1950 
years, writes NJP. Thomas. 
Ford was the leading.figure of 
the wartime Array Bureau of 
Current Affairs set. up lo en- 
lighten soldiers about the po- 
litical aspects of the war. It was 
viewed with some suspkrion by 
the generals. At the end of the 
war Ford and some of his col- 


leagues reconstituted them- 
selves as the civil Bureau of Cur- 
rent Affairs with the aim of 
becoming a resource centre for 
adult education. 

At the time I was a neigh- 
bour and be told me this story. 
His wife remarked on a char- 
acter who regularly lurked out- 
side their house. They thought 
it might be some criminal “cas- 
ing the joint”. One day when 


His enthusiasm and excitement 
for palaeontology, in particular, 
left a lasting impression on a U 
his associates. 

Bob Savage had a superb 
sense of humour and was seldom 
without a twinkle in his eye that 
belied his rather severe exteri- 
or. Nothing pleased him more 
than to set his guests before his 
fireplace after dinner and then 
test their knowledge of oddities 
- fragments of fossils that were 
not easy to identity even to 
body part, let alone taxon! He 
was always delighted if his guests 
failed the test but equally excit- 
ed should they take a wild guess 
and identity his specimen. 

After his retirement. Savage 
took an increasing interest in the 
work of the National Trust, to 
which be devoted considerable 
time between his election as a 
member of the Council in 1980 
until his death when be was 
President of the Bristol Centre. 
He was acutely concerned and 
well informed about the chal- 
lenges of conservation strategies 
both in the UK and abroad. 

Bob Savage’s exuberance 
and enthusiasm for life influ- 
enced all who knew him, par- 
ticularly the many students he 
taught during 40 years. He was 
one of a vanishing breed: a quin- 
tessential scientist, a teacher, a 
naturalist and a gentleman. 

Richard E. Leakey 

Robert Joseph Gay Savage, pdoeon- 
tofogist: bom Belfast 2 July 19. 27; As- 
sistant Lecturer in Geology, Queen's 
University. Belfast 1952-54; Lectur- 
er in Geofagy and Curator of the Ge- 
ology Museum, Bristol University 
1954-66, Reader in Vertebrate 
Palaeontology 1966-82, Professor of 
Vertebrate Fafoeorrtotogy 1982-92; 
married 1969 Shiriey Coryndon (nee 
WHson; died 1976; two stepdaugh- 
ters); died Bristol 9 May 1998. . 


Boris was at home and the fig- 
ure was there, he phoned the lo- 
cal police station who said they 
would send a car round. As the 
house numbering was confusing 
in our area, Boris said be would 
meet them at the bottom of the 
road. This he did, but no soon- 
er had he got in their car when 
the telephone came to life and 
he dearly heard the message 
“Cancel exercise, subject is MI5”. 


DEATHS 

JEWELL: Peter Arundel, on 23 May 
1998, Muck loved by all his family, 
fimeral at Fen Dtaon Parish Church. 
Cambridge, Monday I fane,3J0pai- 
Flowera to Gunbridgc Rioeral 
Services.. 617 Newmarket Road, 
. Cambridge. 

WILKIE: On 21 May, Douglas Robert 
WOSe FRS, Emeritus Professor of 

Eq^crimdomlPbysiofogy fa the Uni- 
versity of London. Mach loved father 

Andrew, father- in-) aw of Jane and 

graadfetherof Oscar. Rmeral setvfoe 

atS k&hwM Tniroh.ifighgaie.N6 
ot Friday J fane at 2pm, followed by 


donations to RNLi or Research De- 
Shcfaty do Levenan & Sons 
Ud, l Denmark Terrace, London N2 

9HCJ. 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


Annoimcemanalbr fi aza rt i t BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS should be 
gent in writing to the Gazette Editor. 
Pk Independent, I Canada Square, 
Canary WIw£ London EM 5DL, tele- 
phoned to 0171-20 200 (M-hoor an- 
swering madm 0I7J-2W 2WI) W 
toed cd W71-293 20W, and are charged 
it £fc50 » Bne 0*®" «***>• OTHER 

ffi.yTW nneMKettienianiMtbewb- 

ta writing (or toad) and are 
at £10 a fine, VAT extra. 


I Forthcoming 
marriages 

Mr M. F. Braflsfbrd 
and Miss A. L Roberts 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Mart ekfer son ofMrand Mis 
Frederick BraHsford, of Lancing. 
West Sussex, and Abigail, elder 
daughter of Mr GW Roberts, of Lon- 
don SE16, and Mrs J.C.Q. Roberts, 
of EhianfooL taaMfe 

Birthdays 

Mr Cbfin Ameiy, arriritecniral writer 
and historian, 54; Mr MkbadBedte- 
Icy, compeer and broadcaster. SO: 
Sir Douglas Black, physician, S5;Sir 


Christopher Hand, chairman. Board 
of Govern or s, BBC. 60; Mr Quentin 
Davies MP, 54; Sir Jeremy Owes, 
chairman, St Heller NHS Trust, 61; 
Mr Rupert Evereil, actor, 39; Lt-Gen 
Sir Martin Garrod. former Com- 
mandant fieneral. Royal Marines. 63: 
Sir Anthony Grant, former MP, 73; 
Miss Linda Esther Gray, opera 
singer, 50; Sfr Robin Haydon, former 
diplomat, 78; Sir John Herbecq, for- 
mer dvfl servant, 76; Sir Ibevor 
Holriswortb, former chairman. Na- 
tional Power, 71; Mr Bob Hope, ac- 
ror and comedian, 95; Professor 
Robert Knox, bacteriobgtst, 94: Sir 
l ames Maijoribanks, former am- 
bassador, 87; The Earl of Moriey, 
Lmd-Lientenant of Devon, 75; Miss 


Nanette Newman, actress and writer. 
59; Mr Tiny f^vey, former editor, 7V 
Times, 55; Mr Francis Rossi, rock 
anger and guitarist, 49; Mr Ahvin 
Schockemohle, sbowjumper, 61; Mr 
Doug Scott, mountaineer, 57; Mr 
Carl Tisns, stage designer, 71; Pro- 
fessor Louis tibin, agricultural sci- 
entist, 87; General Sir Richard 
WoTsley, former Quarter Master 
General. 75: Mr Iannis Xenakis, 

composer, architect and engineer, 7& 

Anniversaries 

Births; Sarah Jennings, Duchess of 
Marlborough, 1660; Gilbert Keith 
Chesterton, author, 1874; John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy, 35th US presi- 


dent, 1917. Deaths: Sir Humphry 
Davy, scientist and inventor of the 
miD«s' safety lamp, 1829; Sir WiUiani 
. Scfawendt Gflberi. Hbi ettfat and play- 
wright, died alter saving a young 
woman from drowning, 1911; John 
Barrymore (Blythe), actor, 1942; 
Maty Pkkford (Gladys Mary Smith), 
actress. J979; Jacqueline Kennedy 
Onassis (Jacqueline Lee Bouvier). 
publisher, 1994. On this day: Con- 
st anti n qp le fell to the TUrks, 145% the 
evacuation from Dunkirk began, 
1940; Sir Edmund Hillaiy and Sher- 
pn Tfenzing readied the summit of 
Mount Everest, 1953. Today is Cor- 
pus Christi and the Feast Day of St 
Bernard of Montjoux or Menthon. 
St Cyril of Caesarea, St Mamminns 


of Trier, Saints Sismoius. Martyrius 
and Alexander, St Theodosia of 
. Constantinople and Saints William, 
Stephen, Raymund and 'their 
Companions. 

Synagogue services 
Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in Condon at 851pm. 

Uiribed Synagogues OUR -M3 8989. Fed- 
eration of Synagogues OKI -202 2263. 
Union of Liberal and Prepwsw Syn- 
agogues 0171-580 I ML Reform Syne- 
goguca of Great Britain; 0(81-349 4731. 
Spanish and PorcugueseJewsCongre- 
gstion: 0171 -289 2573. New London Syn- 
agogue (Huorti): M7I-328 1024. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The Duke of York visits Si tacetut, Rus- 
B3. Prince Edw ard , Fairon. Wench i coecen 
twenty lbcLrxoihakttoan Phrasal tbcErir- 
fleld HA Croydon. Surrey. Tha Mmb Roy- 
al. CokmeWn-CUef, Royal Logistic Coras, 
rirfis Baikal Abaglna. Orfemfebirc; 

and unends ■ Waneji's Royal Wrtunuiy Ser- 
vice tea party in taaik ttaetr biamQDd JoWW 
at Dafton Banaols. The Duke of Kent; Prev 
idenL Royal InsmulKW tit Great Britain, mmifc 
adBCQUKftnttt by Anfenortaer Dm at Albe- 
marle Si. London W1 . 

Clanging of the Guard 

Tbc Household Cavalry MmoRd Rrpmcnl 
Dona the Ontfl't Life Goard at Horae 
Guards, UJQun; 1st BatuEon Coldstream 
Guards mourns the Owen's Guard, ai Bock- 

kttfumMara, 1 1-Xbm. band provided bribe 

Scots Guards. 


The LAW REPORT resumes whh 

the Law Term, on Tuesday 2 June. 
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The “third way” 
must go further 


IN ALL the big policy decisions he has made since the election, the Prime 
Minister has steered a middle course with such, skill that we can only stand 
back and a dmir e. In two Budgets, in his huddling under, but just outside, 
the skirts of European monetary union, in his splitting the difference be- 
tween the TUC and the CBI on the question of trade union- representa- 
tion, and now in setting the minimum wage, he has found the "third way”. 
In each case he made it look like a principled position, not a compromise. 

Tony Blair has been much mocked for promoting the “third way” as an 
ideology. When he invited a collection of academics to Downing Street 
for a seminar on the subject recently, Roy Hattersley, his former patron, 
was cutting. Since the “third way" was the ideology of the New Labour 
Government, he said, it was no bad thing to try to work out what it was. 
Clever historians have rushed to point out that the "third way” has been 
adopted as a label by ail manner of anarchists, fascists and Trotskyists over 
the years. And any casual BI air-watcher can spot the contradiction between 
the virulent anti-inieDectualism of Alistair Campbell and the cerebral speech- 
es drafted by the Number 10 policy unit setting out Mr Blair’s vision for 
a global politics of the “radical centre". 

But we come not to mock. Big talk-ins about the "third way” with Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton and a bunch of his policy wonks at Chequers and the 
White House may be more about cementing the special relationship than 
a joint ideological crusade modelled on that of Reagan and Thatcher. And 
the idea of an over-arching ideology may contradict Mr Blair’s pragmat- 
ic insistence on “what works”, his hostility to dogma and his obsession with 
building tbe broadest possible coalitions of support 

Nevertheless, everything which has been described as the "third way” 
turns out to be remarkably dose to the positions adopted by this newspa- 
per since its foundation. We have always been committed to a dynamic 
free -market economy, combined with social responsibility. We have argued 
for the open-minded search for policy answers, “radical" in the sense that 
they should pay no heed to pre -conceived notions of left and right. We 
have been pro-European while entertaining doubts about the quality of 
Europe's democracy - matching our concern for modernising and de- 
mocratising the rickety institutions of our own nation state. None of this 
adds up to a “way", first, second or third, but it makes sense for our times. 

If a new brand of politics emerges from this government, though, it will 
be defined by how it meets the challenges to come, especially that of wel- 
fare reform. What seems lacking from the Prime Minister's seminar* is 
the intellectual ambition to tackle such a subject with the vigour it deserves. 
So. while the Government has so far taken well-judged positions at the 
centre of the established consensus on much-discussed policies, the "third 
way" peters out rather quicldy when we try to follow it into the future. 


A dangerous game of 
leapfrog in the dark 


WHICH came first? The Indian test, or Pakistan’s plan to explode a 
nuclear device? The Pakistani test, or Pakistan's claim that Indih was about 
to attack the test site? The chicken or the egg? Arms races are like that: 
a game of leapfrog in the dark. India's defiance of world opinion two weeks 
ago looks less one-sided now. It may be many years before we know the 
true story, but it is possible that India's test was at least partly prompted 
by the knowledge that Pakistan was preparing its own. What the Pakistani 
show of force demonstrates beyond doubt, however, is that the arms race 
on the Indian subcontinent is driven by its own internal logic, impervious 
to appeals from the outside world. 

“We have evened the account with India,” said Nawaz Sharif, tbe Pak- 
istani prime minister. That simple statement explains why the pleas from 
Bill Clinton and Tony Blair for Pakistan to show restraint fell on deaf ears. 
But evening the account does not mean dosing it It means that both sides 
have reached an enhanced state of readiness for midear wan what mat- 
ters now is the stability of the stand-off between India and P akistan . 

The trouble is that as more and more countries possess midear weapons, 
the greater the chance that, one day, someone somewhere will press a but- 
ton with terrible consequences. However, the only practical way to min- 
imise that danger is to proceed step by negotiated step to buDd up the 
international apparatus of treaties and arms control inspection. 

The tests of recent weeks will have two contradictory effects: on the 
one hand, they will spur both countries to build up their military strength, 
but, on the other, they make it easier for both countries to sign the in- 
ternational treaties to ban further tests and to prevent the spread of 
nuclear weapons technology still further. Pakistan has always offered to 
sign if India will and, to that extent, Mr Sharif's talk of “evening of the ac- 
count" offers hope that a plateau of mutual deterrence has been reached. 


Dishing up disaster 


WHEN Sky TV bought up Premiership football, football fans feared that 
once Rupert Murdoch had hooked them, he would charge them through 
the nose to watch their teams. No, no. said Sky. Pay your subscription and 
that will be that. Then it put boxing on “pay per view”, so you pay your 
subscription and then you pay again to watch the fight. Now it proposes 
an “experiment" to put four Premiership games a week on pay-per-view 
this September. The Premier League chairman should throw the plans out 
at their meeting today. They should listen to their fans, and listen very care- 
fully to Mr Murdoch. If they listen hard enough, they will hear what he is 
reaily saving: “Trust me. I’m a monopolist." 
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Training Indonesia's army 


LETTERS 


Life is sweet at fifty 


Sir. The principled opposition of 
Peter Carey (letter, 26 May) to the 
brutality of the Indonesian army and 
its frequent violations of human 
rights has, over the years, been 
much admir ed by those of us who 
know Indonesia well On this occa- 
sion, however, when, he condemns 
the Centre for Security Studies at 
Hull University for providing cours- 
es for senior Indonesian military of- 
ficers, one cannot help feeling that 
his desire to draw attention to past 
atrocities has clouded Ins judge- 
ment in relation to the potential 
merits of what Hull is doing. 

Dr Carey and I both agree that 
it is important to exert pressure and 
influence to persuade the military in 
Indonesia to adopt a different ap- 
proach to what they regard as civil 
unrest and what we see as tire legit- 
imate expression of political dissenL 
Surely (me good way to try to exert 
such influence is through dialogue 
of the kind which is created through 
the opportunity of having senior of- 
ficers attending courses in this coun- 
try, where they wiD almost certainly 
be exposed to arguments and debates 
about human rights, civil liberties and 
democratic freedoms. Docs the 
teaching staff in Hull not have (his 
in mind? 

It is my experience that senior In- 
donesian military figures at this lev- 
el, however much they may disagree 
with the opinions of others, are 
quite happy to listen and debate. 
DrCW WATSON 
Department of Anthropology 
Eliot College 

University of Kent at Canterbury 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor and include a daytime telephone number 
Fax 0171 293 2056 ; e-mail t leUers@indqxndentco.uk E-mail correspondents are 
asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


ists now, the sooner we will be able 
to enter into dialogue with him. 

Earl RUSSELL 
House of Lords 
London SW1 


Sir. Under the Single Transferable 
Vote system, voters get one vote, not 
six, as stated by in your article 
“SDUP says no to pod deal with Sinn 
Fein” (26 May), hence “single”. 

Should the voter's first preference 
not be elected, the vote is “trans- 
ferred” to the second, and subse- 
quent, preferences. Sinn Fein is 
therefore suggesting that their sup- 
porters consider ranking Ulster 
Unionists as a preference immedi- 
ately behind the Sinn Fein candi- 
dates, Le. the Ulster Unionists would 
only benefit if the Sinn Fein candi- 
date did not get in. 

LAWRIE O'CONNOR 
Wakefield, W&tf Yorkshire 


Internet, would then buy iron CD. 
The Internet is therefore exposing 
people to music they might not oth- 
erwise have heard; surely this is good 

news for the musk business? 

MARKVARDY 

Ruislip, Middlesex 


Music on the Internet 


Paisley and the Queen 


Sir: The Rev lan Paisley appears to 
have just discovered what has been 
the constitutional convention at 
least since the reign of Queen Vic- 
toria: on political matters Her 
Majesty speaks on the advice of her 
minist ers. 

Mr Paisley's surprise (“Queen b at- 
tacked as “foolish' by Paisley”. 27 May) 
illustrates tire fact that his “loyulism" 
is to a Britain which has not existed 
for a Ico^ time. The sooner he decides 
his altitude to the Britain which ex- 


Sin Wendy Grossman's comment 
and your news article (28 May) 
both miss a couple of technological 
points when discussing the availability 
of music via the Internet. 

The music downloaded in MP3 
format is not CD quality. MP3 is a 
compression algorithm, the use of 
which reduces the storage space re- 
quired to 10 per cent of that required 
for CD -quality music, but which in- 
evitably affects the quality of the mu- 
sic in doing so. Furthermore, once 
downloaded, the MP3 file is only 
playable on a computer. It cannot be 
played in the car, while jogging, or 
in any of the other situations in which 
most people listen to music. 

In campaigning against the dis- 
tribution of MP3s, the music indus- 
try is largcttmg a very small minority 
of people who are in fact their 
greatest market. These people are 
music fans, who probably already 
own substantial CD collections and, 
if they bear a song they like via the 


Pay figures don't add up . 

Sin You explain (“Inflation rise fu- 
els fear over pay dairas", 20 May), 
that according to Treasury figures 
UK inflation has risen from 3.5 per 
cent in the year to March 1998 to 4 
per cent in the year to April 1998. 

Tbe Treasury suggests that this is 
nothing to worry about, because ris- 
ing inflation has been caused by tax 
increases which wiD in due course be 
ironed out of the inflation figures. 
The inflation rise reflects the cut in 
mortgage interest tax relief, the 
hike in fuel duties announced in the 
March Budget, and council tax in- 
creases. These tax increases yield 
over £2Jbn a year between them, 
equivalent to raising the cost of the 
average household budget by around 
0.5 per cenL 

It is separately reported that the 
Chancellor is urging employees to 
show restraint in their pay demands. 
Presumably the Treasury’s nexL trick 
will be to suggest that employees da 
not need to take the household 
budget increase into account when 
formulating wage demands - on 
the grounds that the increase will be 
statistically ironed out and will nev- 
er actually have to be paid. 

M C FITZPATRICK 
Head of Economics 
Chantny Ivllacott 
London WC1 


the smell of smoke? How can we vol- 
unteer not to inhale? 

The evidence for and against the 
detrimental effects of passive smok- 
ing may be Inconclusive, but should 
we not err on the side of caution? 
Should the smokers' case be proven 
In the future then they may have suf- 
fered a discomfort for a few years, 
being unable to smoke wherever they 
wanted. Should our case be proven, 
we may be dead. 

TIM SHORT 
Reading, Berkshire 


The ethics of arms sales 


Sir: Further to Bel Mooney’s 
thoughts on “How it really feels to 
be fifty" (28 May), herewith a list of 
the benefits of celebrating your 50th 
birthday (mine’s on 11 June if any- 
one wants to send gifts): . 

1. You aren't dead 

2. You survived the Sixties and 
Seventies and can lie about going to 
Beatles / Stones / Status Quo con- 
certs before the old rockers got 
wrinkles. 

3. You can purport to be wise and 
worldly when you’re really just as 
confused as everyone else. 

4. If men are still salivating over 
Julie Christie, aged 57, you’ve got a 
seven-year standing start. 

My glass isn’t half empty... it’s 
half frill. 

HEATHER MOORE 
Kenilworth. Warwickshire 
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Sin Your leading article “Arms and 
tbe rhetoric of ethics" (26 May) 
spends half a column failing to point 
out the obvious truth that the only 
ethical policy on selling arms is not 
to do it at all. Attempts to be just a 
little bit ethical - like attempts to 
be just a little bit pregnant - are al- 
ways doomed to failure, as Robin 
Cook’s well-meaning contortions 
demonstrate. 

Whether the world - let alone 
British industry - is ready for such 
a policy is another question, but let 
us be dear about what we are aim- 
ing aL 

BILL UNTON 
London N13 


Albania’s wise words 


Back to front 


We don’t want to inhale 


Sin You sunu (leading article. 27 
May) that the solution to the pub- 
lic smoking issue must remain vol- 
untary. But who will be the 
volunteers? Those of us who detest 


Sin When General Mac Arthur land- 
ed in Tokyo bay after taking the 
Japanese surrender, the troops lin- 
ing his route were ordered to Lum 
their backs as he was driven into the 
city. When asked by the outraged 
Americans to explain this discourtesy, 
the Japanese officers explained that 
it was a mark of respect, the soldiers 
not being allowed to look upon so 
great a conqueror. 

1 du hope our old boys understand 
the message they’re sending. 

BD SKINNER 
London NI0 


Sin Three cheers to Meges Koepek 
(letter, 21 May) for his denunciation 
of the glib Miles Kington's dis- 
paraging remarks about Albanian 
proverbs. As a man who comes 
from a country which specialises in 
ludicrous maxims, Mr Kington has 
a cheek to criticise other nations. 
Even the most primitive, of sur- 
geons would not assert that “the way 
to a man’s heart is through his 
stomach”, and if John Kettley told 
viewers that “every cloud has a sil- 
ver lining” he would be ejected 
from the meteorological society. 

As my Albanian godfather is 
fond of saying: “Dung beetles will set- 
tle In a mouth that is forever open." 
LATSZ1RUZN1K 
Purton, Wiltshire 
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At times 


When the music stops 



Sir: Nick -Kimberley, reviewing 
Sound Affairs at the Purcell Room 
(26 May) writes about “the trouble 
with watching someone dance 
naked". I think Sir Robert Hel pmann 
put it succinctly when he said, “The 
trouble with nude dancing is tha* not 
everything slops when the music 
does." 

PATRICK ROWE 
London N1 


ANDREW 

^arsahall 


Trial and error: the case that’s putting the principle of passive suffering to the test 



MILES 

KINGTON 


A most extraordinary case is goingoninihe 
High Court at the moment, which seeks to 
create a new offence called “passive suffer- 
ing”. Here is an extract from yesterday's en- 
lightening proceedings. . . 

Counsel: Your name is ...? 

Plaintiff: Is it strictly necessary to know my 
name? 

Counsel: Yes. Mrs Whittaker, it is. 
Plaintiff: Ah, you know my name already! 
Counsel: Of course I do. This is a piece 
of court formality in which we have to es- 
tablish that you are indeed the plaintiff. 
Plaintiff Yes, I am indeed tbe plaintiff. 
Counsel: And your name is ...? 

Plaintiff The name you have just mentioned. 
Counsel: Mrs Whittaker? 

Plaintiff Indeed. 

Counsel: Of 39, Bloomdale Avenue? 
Plaintiff That very address. Do you ever 
ask questions to which you do not know 
the answer? 


Counsel: Not if I can help iL 
Plaintiff I see. And what is your name? 
Counsel: I beg your pardon? 

Plaintiff What is YOUR name? It seems 
only fair that if you, the defending coun- 
sel should stop at nothing to establish the 
plaintiff's name, the plaintiff should have 
the right to cross-examine counsel until he 
admits to his name. 

Counsel: It is most unusuaL 
Plaintiff I feel sure it would be easier for 
me to answer your questions if I could put 
a name to my interrogator. 

Judge: She’s got a point, George. Tell her 
your name and let's get on with it. 
Counsel: My name is George Honshu ry. 
Pl ain t i ff And what is your home address? 
Judge: Mrs Whittaker. I have to agree that 
this line of questioning is rather unusual. 
May I ask the purpose of it? 

Plaintiff Yes, my Lord. It is customary for 
counsel to try to unsettle witnesses with a 


series of unexpected and probing though 
probably quite trivial questions. I thought 
it was time a witness tried to unsettle a bar- 
rister with the same tactics. 

Judge: Excellent notion! 1 like the cut of 
your jib, Mr Whittaker. Carry on! 
Counsel: Now, Mrs Whittaker, next door 
to you at No 39 Bloomdale Avenue there 
lives a Mr Norman, does there not ? 
Plaintiff No. 

Counsel: No? 

Plaintiff No. She lives next door at No 37. 
Counsel: Ah! Yes. that is what I meant 
Plaintiff It is not what you said. 
Counsel: Isn’t it? 

Judge: She's got you rattled, George. I 
think we’ve got a game on our hands here. 
Counsel: About eight months ago Mis Nor- 
man had a burglary, did she not? 
Plaintiff Had a burglary in what sense? 
Counsel In the sense that a burglar broke 
in and stole things. 


Plaintiff No. 

Counsel: No? 

Plaintiff He did not break in. He opened 
the back door and went in. 

Counsel: TcchnkaJiy. in IqgaJ language, that 
constitutes a break-in. 

Plaintiff You may taik technical legal lan- 
guage among your colleagues if you wish. 
I prefer to talk English. 

Counsel: My Lord, I appeal to you! The 
plaintiff is being very obstructive. 
Plaintiff She is being very entertaining. 
Counsel: This burglary caused great dis- 
tress to Mr Norman, did it not? 

Plaintiff It may well have done, h certainly 
caused a great deal of distress to me. 
Counsel: 1 don’t quite understand that. 
Plaintiff MR Norman had a face-to-face 
encounter with the burglar, who threatened 
her with violence before running off. This 
put her in a recurrent state of shock for 
weeks, so I, as her neighbour, thought it 


best to talk her through it as often as pos- 
sible. They say it helps a lot to talk. 
Counsel: And did it? 

Plaintiff U helped her. She grad ua lly got 
over it But I didn’t. I started to take her 
worries on board. I started having dreams 
about violence and burglary. As Mr Nor- 
man put the whole thing behind her, laart- 
cd to sleep badly, and became depressed. 

I had become a victim of passive suffering. 
Counsel: And so you are suing Mr Nor- 
man on the grounds that you are suffer- 
ing from her suffering? 

Plaintiff I certainly am. 

Judge: I am finding it hard to follow this, 
ftrhaps ffwc adjourned for fundi now, and 
you were to join me, Mrs Whittaker, you 
could tell me more about it? 

Plaintiff; My Lord, that might be construed 
as being prejudicial to a fair outcome. 
Judge: Might it? Yes, I see your point. 
(AfOreeffthacmaaltrialon Monday, I hope.) 
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Jobs, not wages, are what really 
matter to Blair and Brown 



DONALD 

MACINTYRE 


TWENTY YEARS ago, to mark the end of 
a nme-weck-long firemen’s strike Teriy Par- 
ry, general secretary of the Fire Brigades 

Union, bought himself a racing greyhound. In 

honour of the settlement - which linked fire- 
men’s pay to the top segment of male man- 
ual workers’ earnings and which still holds 
good today - be called the beast Upper Quar- 
tile. But then Plany was entitled to his stylish 
celebration. Not many strikes over pay end- 
ed in such unambiguous triumph, even then. 

For all the common assumptions routine- 
ly repealed about the unbridled power of the 
trade unions in the Jaie Seventies; the firemen's 
victory was actually a rather rare event, 
borne in large pari of the unique public pop- 
ularity deservedly enjoyed by the firemen 
themselves. 

That rarity value was part of what very grad- 
ually persuaded the trade unions that their out- 
right hostility to a statutory minimum wage 
was misplaced. The unions frequently found 
it difficult to use their collective muscle to de- 
liver on wages at any level; at the lowest end 
of the income scale, even more so. Yet now 
that (some) union leaders are complaining that 
a figure of £3.60 an hour is much too low, it’s 
worth remembering bow long and how vig- 
orously many of them opposed ihe idea of hav~ 
ing any kind of minimum wage, high or low. 

True, Rodney Bkkeistaffe's Nupe. now part 
of Unison, had long and honourably been in 
favour. But the Transport and General Work- 
ers Union used its block vote, year after year, 
to ensure that until 1986 the Labour Party con- 
ference maintained outright opposition to a 
minimum wage. Its reasons were dressed up 
as the ancient doctrine that the state had no 
place in what used to be called free collective 
bargaining. The reality was the haunting fear 
that if workers were entitled to a minimum 
wage, they might not feel the need to be in 
trade unions at all. 

This fear was largely misplaced. Many of 
the potential gainers from the minimum 
wage were employees in small private sector 
businesses that functioned in a buyers’ labour 
market and and in which unions had anyway 
been unwilling, or unable, to organise. Ffor such 
men and women the alternative was not min- 
imum wagesor die union, but minimum wages 
or no protection at alL Nevertheless, misplaced 
or not, the fear was a potent one. 

Yet having missed the point in the 1970s 
and 1980s, the unions are in serious danger 
of missing the point again. First, if their in- 
tention in attacking the rates recommended 
by Professor George Bain’s Low Pay Com- 
mission is to stop the Government tamper- 
ing with them by being more cautious still, then 
they are unlikely to succeed. Iris a safe bet that 
the adult rate of £3.60 an hour will be im- 
plemented intact. But there is much more 
doubt over whether the proposal for a 


differential youth rale of £3.20, confined to 
workers between 18 and 21, will survive the 
intense ministerial scrutiny that will contin- 
ue next week. 

There are two views in government. One 
is that Professor Bain - having been asked by 
the Government to take into account the case 
for exempting (or at least fixing a lower rate 
for) workers between the age of 16 and 25 - 
has come up with a considered answer, and 
his recommendations should be followed. But 
1 would be surprised if cither Tbny Blair or 
Gordon Brown swallow this argument with- 
out testing it to destruction. 

The interna lion al evidence is that the great- 
est risk to jobs from the imposition of a min- 
imum wage is among young workers. 
Whitehall officials have already calculated that 
the proportion of younger workers affected 
by the Commission recommendations is well 
over twice as large as that of adult workers. 
And this comes at a time when ministers arc 
single raindedJy pursuing Iheir goal of end- 
ing youth unemployment through the wind- 
fall tax-financed New Deal. 

If Brown and Blair judge that the proposed 
youth rate is high enough - or the age range 
covered by it narrow enough - to jeopardise 
that particular election pledge, they will put 
the brakes on and call for an even more re- 
strictive regime for younger workers. But the 
Commission's union critics could have even 
more to complain about before the issue is 
closed. 

This is just where those critics risk missing 
the point. The trade union movement’s his- 
toric error - which a handful of its leaders are 
now in danger of repeating - is to equate its 


Union leaders are now 
in danger of repeating 
the movement’s 
historic error 


own members' interests or worse, its own in- 
stitutional interests, with that of the most vul- 
nerable segments of society as a whole. Those 
union leaders who go through the motions of 
re-iterating demands for a rate of £4.61 ignore 
substantia] evidence that one above £4 would 
cost si gnifican t numbers of jobs - and in the 
process risk charges that they are hypocriti- 
cally ignoring the interests of those who are 
not in unions because they are not in work. 

The mi nimum wage is part of a bigger pro- 
gramme - from Gordon Brown's improved in- 
work benefits to reduction of national 
insurance contributions for low paid workers 
- designed to make work pay. No-one can 
know yet how will it will work- If it foils the 
Blair administration wfll rightly be harshly 
judged. But in the meantime unions should 
be a little less curmudgeonly about what is a 
hugely historic step. 

Rom time to time, the Government will 
no doubt credibly be accused of forgetting the 
weak at the expense of the strong. That ar- 
gument won’t stick here. If jobs are lost, it wffl 
be the weakest, core voters even, who will suf- 
fer most Socialism - or even social justice - 
isn’t by definition, as Herbert Morrison 
claimed, what Labour governments do. But 
neither is it merely what union leaders want 


If we act now to save the rouble, 
we will be helping ourselves too 



RICHARD 

LAYARD 


FED BY THE ASIAN conta- 
gion, investors are beginning to 
run from the rouble. But a de- 
valuation would be disastrous 
for Russia's new reform gov- 
ernment. The West must act, 
and quickly. 

Russia is not like Thailand 
or Malaysia. Last year it had a 
balance of payments surplus 
and, after the fall in the oil 
price, the deficit this year will 
be under 2 per cent of GDR Tkx 
collection is better than in the 
first pan of last year, and the 
budget deficit has been halved. 
The new reform government es- 
tablished before Easier is bet- 
ter than its predecessor. 

So why the crisis? There are 
of course some Russia-specif- 
ic features. Wages arrears are 
still bad and have led to serious 
strikes, followed by promises of 
extra spending. At the same 
time the oil price fail was bad 
for tax receipts. All this fuelled 
fears of higher budget deficits. 
But these fears have proved 
wrong in the past and are even 
less plausible now. 

There is much wrong with 
the Russian economy. It is 
over-regulated, the mafia has a 
strangle hold, and barter is 
pervasive. But these issues are 
irrelevant to today's issue, 
which is whether the rouble is 
overvalued. 

The rouble has been well 
managed for the last three 
years and this has brought im- 
portant stability to Russia. De- 
spite complications from parts 
of industry, Russia has achieved 
export earnings sufficient to pay 
for its needs. And Inflation has 
come down to single figures. 

So, without the Asian de- 
bacle, there would be no crisis 
now in Russia. But, of course, 
if investors start worrying about 
whether other investors will 
run, they start running them- 
selves. Thus fear of devaluation 
becomes self-fulfBling, and h 
may become impossible for a 
country to defend its exchange 
rate unaided - even when de- 
valuation is not justified by 
economic fundamentals. 

A devaluation in Russia 
would be as catastrophic for 



Economic fears: Russian women selling bottles of vodka In Moscow yesterday 


Mr Yeltsin as the devaluation 
in Britain was for John Major. 
The greatest achievement of the 
reformers has been to bring low 
inflation and financial stability. 
If they cannot even do that they 
will lose all credibility. 

That would open the way to 
major left wing gains in the par- 
liamentary elections in late 
1999, and make it most unlikely 
that any reformists could be 
elected in the year 2000. Not 
only would this be very bad for 
the life of Russian citizens; it 
would also be bad for the citi- 
zens of western countries, who 
need a peaceful and co-opera- 
tive Russia in order to preserve 
a peaceful world order. 

A devaluation in Russia 
would also spell danger for 
other emerging economies. The 
next country to be picked off 
could be Brazil, it could be 
Hong Kong. The world finan- 
cial community therefore has a 
huge interest in drawing the line 
in Moscow and preventing the 
collapse there, which could 
have a further domino effect 

The basic problem for Rus- 
sia is that the foreign exchange 
reserves of the central bank are 
not sufficient to meet the de- 
mand for dollars that could 
arise, especially if Lhere is mas- 
sive selling of the Russian roii- 
ble treasury bills held by foreign 
investors. 

In order to prevent them 
selling, everyone must know 
that the Russian government 


has sufficient dollars at its dis- 
posal to meet any wave of sell- 
ing to buy up any amount of 
roubles that investors wanted to 
dump in the market at the cur- 
rent exchange rate. If investors 
knew this, there would be no 
reason for them to want to 
dump their roubles now in fear 
of a worse exchange rate later. 

The G7 nations need to put 
together a stabilisation fund of 
at least $10bn which would be 
available for the Russian gov- 
ernment This is not money giv- 
en to Russia, this is money that 


of the extended fund facility it 
has made available to Russia. 

Time is very short because, 
as we know, speculative at- 
tacks can develop very quick- 
ly; and interest rates in Russia 
are already very high with 80 
per cent per annum being paid 
on roubles (as compared with 
21 per cent per annum being 
paid on the government's dol- 
lar debts). Such a differential, 
of course, only makes sense if 
people expea a devaluation and 
it is crucial that the West acts 
in the next few days to make 


It is crucial that the West acts in the 
next few days to make clear that 
Russia cannot be forced to devalue 


would be available as a loan fa- 
cility. The sooner it b provid- 
ed, the less likely it is to.be 
needed. Indeed, if Western 
support was unequivocal the 
loan might never be drawn 
down because it would not 
need to be used. The measure 
of its success would be how lit- 
tle it was used. 

It would not be necessary or 
right for the G7 countries to 
provide money for the govern- 
ment to spend in its budget 
That is the role of the IMF and 
it is important that the IMF 
reaffirm its commitment to 
paying for the steady delivery 


dear that Russia cannot be 
forced to devalue. That would 
have enormously beneficial ef- 
fects, both in Russia and in the 
rest of the worid. 

Russia would be saved from 
the chaos that would follow 
from a devaluation. A devalu- 
ation there would lead to an im- 
mediate increase in inflation, 
and even worse, to bank fail- 
ures. And bank failures would 
lead to bankruptcies of enter- 
prise. Unemployment would 
rise on a massive scale, as it has 
in Indonesia. 

Social peace could not be 
guaranteed. By contrast, if the 
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fear of devaluation were to be 
removed, interest rates would 
come down and the economic 
recovery would begin. 

The rest of the world, too, 
would heave a sigh of relief that 
the international community 
had shown its ability to acl - nol 
after a devaluation, as in Asia, 
but before. 

The world financial system 
is now under considerably 
greater threat than at any time 
since the early Eighties. The in- 
troduction of the euro may 
add to further turbulence and 
volatility in the world’s major 
exchange rates, and it would be 
heartening to see the interna- 
tional community able to take 
charge of the situation begin- 
ning in Russia. Nobody should 
want exchange rate changes 
that are not justified by eco- 
nomic fundamentals. They dis- 
tort the structure of economies 
and create unemployment. Ul- 
timately they can undermine 
the public faith in markets and 
In free trade. W s would all then 
lose. Now Is an opportunity for 
the G7 to show that they can 
strike before the horse has 
bolted. Let us hope that in the 
next few days it’s members 
have the courage and wisdom 
to do so. 

Richard Layard is Director of the 
Centre for Economic Perfor- 
mance at the LSE and is a for- 
mer adviser to the Russian 
government. 


At times all politicians need a well-placed blow to the ego 




Health Insurance. 



« ANDREW 
MARSAHALL 


I AM pleased to say that J live 
in a country governed by 
rogues, harl ots and thieves; 
and that everyone knows it 
There has been a run of 

American films recently that are 
cynical about politicians al- 
most to the point of revulsion. 


Wag the Dog brought us a worid 
where inventing a war was the 
most reasonable way to conceal 
an “incident” with an intern in 
the Oval Office. Primary 
Colours showed us "Jack Stan- 
ton” as a flawed man with a ma- 
nipulative wife who would do 
almost anything to achieve po- 
litical power. 

On its way across the Atlantic 
soon is Buhvorth, which makes 
both of these seem like paeans 
of praise to the political system. 
Wirren Beatty plays a senator 
who finally flips under pressure 
and starts telling the truth: pol- 
itics is corrupt; no-one cares 
about anything but money; spe- 
cial interests control everything. 

The conventional wisdom is 
that .this is a sign of the times, 
and deeply disturbing. Ameri- 
cans have become cynical about 


politics and their leaders. Stung 
by a series of White House 
scandals, they don’t believe in 
government, they don’t believe 
in party, and most of all they 
don’t believe m the President. 
Authority is ridiculed; the pil- 
lars of the temple are shaking. 

IVe been to plenty of coun- 
tries where the ridicule of 
politicians is a crime. In Croa- 
tia. the satirical weekly Feral 
Tribune has been attacked in the 
courts and repeatedly closed 
down because It dares to take 
the mickey out of Franjo Thdj- 
man, the sinister and authori- 
tarian president In Britain, 
Alan Clark was so affronted by 
a column in the Evening Stan- 
dard which lampooned him 
that he took the paper and the 
author to court. In Ranee, 
Canard Enchaine notwith- 


standing, a level of reverence in 
political coverage is de rigeur, 
ensuring that while the French 
continue to mutter daddy about 
their politicians in private, the 
public presentation is always 
dignified and often wrong. 

I believe that a high degree 
of disrespect for politicians is 
not only healthy, it's down- 
right necessary. The political 
process in America is in many 
respects deeply flawed - as it is 
in many countries - but Amer- 
icans have no problem talking 
about it. Periodically, that re- 
sults in a sudden and unex- 
pected shock at the polls. More 
often, it translates into a con- 
tinuing and scathing disrespect 

for the men and women who 
govern them. 

American politicians are ve- 
nal, and they are in the thrall 


of big money. I don't think they 
are that different from politi- 
cians anywhere else, and Fd 
rather that good people were 
elected. In the absence of that, 
a well-placed blow to the ego 
strikes me as being as good a 
way as any of getting even. 

At times when official re- 
spect runs too high, where 
politicians and their media 
cronies connive at the cult of 
authority, bad things happen: 
think of the high points of 
Reaganism and Thatcherism. 
The deification of the elected 

- whether in life, or in death as 
with the cult of the Kennedys 

- is an unhealthy and danger- 
ous phenomenon. Politicians 
should be ripe for attack, always 
and everywhere. 

Tbtal cynicism about politics 
itself is damaging and danger- 


ous. In Croatia, the combina- 
tion of a state totally aligned 
with a party, electoral shenani- 
gans, and pressure on the me- 
dia has helped to numb a 
nation to politics. In America, 
the fact that there are so many 
bitterly cynical films indicates 
a waring of interest m what dirty 
little games get played behind 
closed doors, not a waning of 
it. That’s healthy. 

Ridicule is a democratic 
sanction. Warren Beatty uses it 
to devastating effect in Bui - 
worth, daring to say that the par- 
ty courts the rich, ignores black 
people, and is devoid of prin- 
ciple. As Newsweek puts it 
"Beatty’s thumbs up to the 
Democratic Party? Oops 
-that’s his middle finger.” Well, 
thank you, Mr' Beatty; and to 
the politicians - sit on this. 


Maguire’s ire 

THE SAVAGE attack on 10 Down- 
ing Street by political editor Kevin 
Maguire in yesterday’s Mirror was- 
aimed squarely- at “ThfloD" Tbny 
Blair and his gruff press chief Alas- 
tair Campbell. Will Maguire’s cbai^ge 
that Wah- & “badly out of touch with 
his People” and has “mishandled 
Emperor Akihito’s visit stick to the 
Rime - Minis ter? (Pandora was 
pleased to see Maguire reminding his 
readers of bow rudely Campbell had 
once dismissed an Independent jour- 
nalist’s cautionary words concerning 
. a visit bythe Japanese royaL) Rela- 
tions between the Government and 
the Mbrartook anose dive following 
the widely-reported fiasco of “Clin- 
ton’s letter to the people of Nor ^ 
cm Ireland*, which Maguire initiated 
and wroth only to see it passed by 


Downing Street and published in the 
Sunl After Maguire’s hate “letter” to 
Blair yesterday , there seems Iittfe hope 
of New Labour and the Mirror re- 
turning to their former lovey-dovey 
relationship anytime soon. 


Mandy swots 

CHARMING Fiona MadeodfromSt 
Leonards School, St Andrews, rang 
Pandora yesterday to express thanks 

for some words of praise contained 
in Ttaesday’s column. Readers will re- 
call that four female student jour- 
nalists from the school published a 
devastatingprofileof Peter Mandel- 

sbn in Monday’s Tdegrapk* Ms 
Madeod, who is business develop- 
ment director at the school, said that, 
contrary to hair it might have ap- 


PANDORA 


did not take the yoang journalists tor 
granted, “in fart, he «aenu«d r ealty nn- 
comfortaWe,” she told Pandora. “And 
the girts did not enjoy it at afl.” When 
you add this to the unpleasant re- 
ception he received from the students 
. at his old Oxford college recently one 
thing seems dean Mandeteon should 
not be beading to Education In the 
nextke-shuflle. 


Final prize 

IS IT A SPOOF, a statement about 
art or a work of art? Is there any 
longer a distinction between the 
three? If you were crossing London 
Bridge this morning between 7:45am 


and 9:15am you may have been asked 
to wear a paper headband and to sign 
a form acknowledging that you were 
being nominated for the Thrner Prize. 
The “artistic happening” was the in- 
credible brainchild of Anthony 
Samuelsonwho promises that, should 
h subsequently win the Thrner Prize, 
all participants will receive a share of 
the £20,000 award. Pandora has an- 
other happening suggestion. Why 
doesn’t the Thrner Prize declare itself 
a work of contemporary art. Then it 
can give itself the prize and disappear 
up its own backside forever. 

Health flack 

jfetiKpendobmiswfogingbackm the 
direction of theCSvtl Service when it 
comes to Whitehall press offices? So 


of journalists Sheree Dodd to North- 
ern Ireland and John Williams, to the 
Foreign Office, Pandora has learned 
that veteran civil servant Philip Aytett 
has been named to the press office at 
the Department of Health. Hacks wfll 
remember AyJett fondly from his 
days working for Bernard Ingham in 
Thatcher’s Downing Street banker. 

Joke cures 

VIAGRA, the latest mirade drug for 
impotent men, has predictably 
spawned a whole litter of bad jokes 
in America. These indude new spu- 
rious “related” drugs, in eluding Lia- 
gra, “This drug causes men to be less 
than truthful when being asked about . 
their sexual activities. Wfll be avail- 
able in Regular and Presidential 
Strength versions.” 


Call Prime Health 
and you could 
save up to £200 
on your premium. 


Saving money doesn't mean compromising 
cover. Unlike some other plans of a similar 
price, Primecare places no financial limits 
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Why pay more than you need? 
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Doubts over Exchange trading reforms 


By Lea Paterson 


prominent of the problems that have 


The Stock Exchange is to open 30 minutes 
later - at 9am - in an attempt to solve dif- 
ficulties with early morning trading on its 
new electronic system. 

The Exchange also announced yester- 
day that it wants Liffe, the futures ex- 
change, to close 20 minutes later, at 
430pm, to alleviate trading difficulties at 
the end of the day. 

There are to be fundamental changes 
to the way closing prices are calculated, 
which the Exchange believes will iron out 
“rogue”, or unrepresentative, dosing prices. 
Rogue dosing prices is perhaps the most 


tern, since its launch in October. 

Sets, although widely regarded as a tedi- 
nicai success, has been criticised far pro- 
ducing unreliable prices at the b eginning 
of the day. In addition, only around a third 
of all trades are currently executed over 
Sets, with many larger institutions aidring 
with the old “quote driven" system. 

The moves are part of the Exchange’s 
response to its month-long consultation with 
members over the performance of Sets. 

' Other proposals include scrapping the 
minimum order sees* which wiQ allow 
very small holdings of shares to be trad- 


ed over the new electronic system, as well 

as raising the msrrfmnm yryr , 

TheExchangeisloieducethepre^nar- 
ket period- the placing of buy and sdl Or- 
ders before the market offidaUy opens- 
from half an hour tn inmiWas Ttkmn. 
sidering introduemg a central counterparty, 
a system whereby either the Exchange or 
another official body guarantees aD trade. 
The Exchange a to consult farther on the 
issue, and has said a central counterparty 

will not be introduced unta after 2000. 

The Ex change said it would not move 
all smaller FTSE 250 stocks onto the new 
system H at present". 

The later opening bows will apply from 


20 July, and pie new method of calculat- 
ing dosing prices will begin at the end of 
the year, unless there are marked im- 
provements “in the consistency and pre- 
dictability” of closing prices. 

The Exchange intends to calculate 
dosing prices by taking an weighted average 
of trading prices over the last 15 minutes 
of the day. At present, the dosing price of 
a stock is simply the price of at which the 
last trade of the day is executed. 

As far as liffe ’s new dosing hours are 
concerned. Martin Wheatley, head of 
markets development at the Exchange, and 
the who has spear-headed the intro- 
duction of Secs, said; "Liffe were very pos- 


itive [about dosing at the later time of 430} 
but they need to consult their membera. 

■ The Exchange said yesterday that Mr 

Wheatley would be proposed as a new ex- 
ecutive board director. It added that 
Richard KUsby, director of market services, 
resigned from the board at pie end of May. 
- According to the Exchange, feedback 
from the market had confirmed that “the 
new trading structure is viewed by users as 
being sound and technically robust”. But the 
Exchange admitted; “There was a general 
desire to see more liquidity in the system 
and more consistency of price formation". 

Trading houses broadly welcomed the 
Exchang e’s proposals, although several 


tboughtttey did notgo far enough - .£*. 
3 expressed 

fec^eas of the law opemnglMJ. 

The Exchange also announced its re- 
sidteyesterday for the year endedMardi 
1998 . ^returned £ 16 - 6 m to members, com- 
pared with flOm last year, at operating ... 

costs fell by 21 per cent o _ __ 

Simon Robertson, currently a manag- 

ingdirertor at Goldman Sa^istojpm 

the board asa nonexecutive dn ^'?^ r ’ 

aid Biydon, Robert Metzler, Mark t - 

diffe and Bernard Solomons are to retire 

as non-executives at the annual general • . 
meeting °0 9 July. 


Financial 


markets 


back from 


the brink 


By Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


THE FINANCIAL markets 
drew back from Lhe brink of an- 
other round of weakness yes- 
terday. Some emerging stock 
markets staged a recovery from 
their tumult earlier this week, 
while the big markets remained 
stable. 

Eddie George, Governor of 
the Bank of England, admitted 
yesterday that he had not seen 
the Asian crisis coming - but 
neither, he said, had anybody 
else. 

He warned that there was 
still a danger of a vicious circle 
of financial weakness in Asia. 
“That could have seriously ad- 
verse implications - in terms of 
both financial and economic 
knock-on effects -for the glob- 
al economy,” he said. 

Mr George added, howev- 
er: “I can't pretend that we are 
completely out of the wood in 
terms of the external financial 
crisis in Asia, but there is now 
at least a good deal more light 
between the. trees." 

In London, shares ended a 
little lower yesterday, with the 
FTSE- 100 index eight points 
lower at 53623. But the Dow 
Jones index in the US was 18 
points higher by late morning 
at 8,955. 

The reaction of W&U Street 
to the continuing problems in 
Asia is seen as the key to 
whether any particular bout of 
market “contagion" will spread 
across the globe. So far the US 
has appeared immune. 


In Asia, the Nikkei 225 in- 
dex: in Ibkyo advanced yester- 
day, climbing 132points to 
15,79635. 

The picture in the world’s 
smaller stock markets was 
mixed. Shares in Hong Kong 
feO again, the Hang Seng index 
losing 105 points to 8,877.94. 
This 1 per cent fall fallowed a 

5 per cent drop in the value of 
shares on Wednesday. . 

The Hong Kong authorities 
admitted for the first time this 
week that the economy was like- 
ly to dip into recession. The fi- 
nancial markets are also feariul 
that China might yet devalue 
the yuan and the Hong Kong 
dollar against the US dollar. 

Thai st odes plunged nearly 
2 per cent to their lowest level 
for 10 years, with analysts blam- 
ing general worries about the 
situation in Asia. 

On the other hand, a busy 
day’s trading with much inter- 
est from foreign investors sent 
shares in South Korea sharply 
higher. The share price index 
gained more than 3 per cent, 
with particular interest in Sam- 
sung Electronics just ahead of 
its planned rights issue. 

Elsewhere, shares on Rus- 
sia's stock market staged a re- 
markable recovery, climbing 

6 per cent. The tripling of in- 
terest rates to 150 per cent 
and possible emergency as- 
sistance from the Interna- 
tional co mmuni ty were seen 
as enough to stabilise the fi- 
nancial crisis, and the rouble 
appeared to be safe from de- 
valuation. 



Dealers In Thailand yesterday as their screens show stock prices falling to their lowest level in a decade 


US growth rate surges to 4.8% 


By Andrew Marshall 

in Washington 


THE US economy entered 1998 
at a roaring pace, growing at 
an annualised rate of 43 per 
cent in the first quartecTbe fig- 
ure, released yesterday, stems 
the most rapid expansion since 
the same period of last year. 
The US Federal Reserve 

has begun to express concerns 
about the pace of expansion, 
and Wall Street is concerned 
that it wzD increase interest 
rates m reaction. Though it has 


not increased rates Tor more 
than twoyears,tbe minutes of 
the last Fed meeting showed 
that some members were lean- 
ing towards a rise. 

The figures for gross do- 
mestic product for the January 
to March quarter were well up 
from the advance estimate of 
43 percent. Part of the expla- 
nation for the surge was a rise 
in stocks, without which GDP 
would still have expanded by 
34 per cent. Consumer spend- 
ing is buoyant. Exports fell, 
while imports surged. 


Economists expect growth 
for the year as a whole to slow, 
to about 23 per cent Bat the 
big question For the markets is 
how soon the economy slows. If 
it does not decelerate to clos- 
er to this level, the Fed may feel 
it has to reappraise its stance. 
It will have to balance this 
against the international im- 
pact of a rate rise at a time 
when economies around the 
world are suffering from the 
impact of the Asian crisis. 

Further evidence of rapid 
growth came with figures show- 


ing a 2.6 per cent Increase in 
orders for durable goods in 
April, led by a strong showing 
for aircraft orders. This was tiie 
strongest rise for five months. 
Excluding transport goods, or- 
ders were stili up by 0.7 per 
cent 

Wall Street displayed scant 
reaction to the figures, with the 
Dow Jones Industrial Average 
edging higher by 17.94 to 
835431 at noon. Traders were 

more concerned with the return 
of momentum after be dip ear- 
lier this week. 


Asda and Kingfisher resume alliance talks 


By Nigel Cope 

Associate Gty Editor 


ASDA and Kingfisher have re- 
sumed talks about a possible 
trading alliance less than two 
weeks after negotiations about 
a £13bn merger broke down. 

Though the talks centre on 
cross-selling opportunities be- 
tween the two retailers, sources 
close to the negotiations said 
they could be broadened to in- 
clude a full-scale merger. 

The discussions are thought 
to be at a relatively early stage 
and do not yet include Asda's 
chief executive, Allan Leighton, 


and Kingfisher’s chief execu- 
tive, Sir Geoff Mulcahy, who 
spearheaded the original merg- 
er discussions. 

The centrepiece of the talks 
is potential interaction be- 
tween the two companies. This 
could see Asda selling its 
George range of clothing 
through Woohworth’s, and 
Kingfisher opening branches of 
its Super drug pharmacies and 
Comet electrical formats in 
Asda's superstores. 

Asda's stated ambition is to 
make the George label 
Britain’s best-selling clothing 
brand behind Marks & 


Spencer’s St Michael It may 
need to access space on the 
High Street in addition to its 
out-of-town supermarkets to do 
this. 

Kingfisher is always hungry 
for more space and Sir Geoff 
Mukahy is a keen dual-maker. 
A merger of the two would cre- 
at Britain's second largest re- 
tailer after M&S. 

The re-opening of the talks 
will come as a surprise to the 
stock market following com- 
ments less than a fortnight ago 
that discussions were “com- 
pletely at an end." The two 
sides then gave differing ver- 


sions of events and both 
claimed the approach had 
come from lhe other side. 

Surprisingly, Yesterday 
Asda denied the resumption of 
talks and would only repeat its 
original statement; “We had 
discussions and they came to an 
end." 

Kingfisher was similarly ret- 
icent, saying only’: “The dis- 
cussions between the two have 
ceased." 

Asda has looked increas- 
ingly keen on a deal recently 
having looked ai the Welcome 
Break motorway service sta- 
tions, a £l(H>n-mcrgcr with 


Safeway and a £13bn-raerger 
with Kingfisher. 

Though Asda is confident 
that it has sufficient scope for 
growth in the medium term, it 
is looking for avenues of 
growth further out. With Teseo 
increasing its non-food ranges 
and opening larger, hyper- 
market stores under the Tcsco 
Extra name. Asda is under 
pressure to continue with in- 
novations. 

It is already looking at in- 
troducing mezzanine layers in 
stores Lo add more floor space 
that could carry non-food lines 
such as music and entertain- 


ment, health and huauty and 
clothing. 

It is also opening drive- 
through restaurants offering re- 
freshments for time-pressed 
shoppers. 

Kingfisher would come to 
the negotiations from a position 
of equal strength. It has enjoyed 
a hugely successful run in the last 
two years boosted by strong per- 
formances at its DIY business 
and a recovery at Woohrorth’s. 

Sir Geoff is now keen on 
building Kingfisher into an in- 
ternational retailer but is still 
keen in developing market 
share in the UK. 


Yesterday in the markets 
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Orders for 


exports at 

1 5 -year low 


t 


By Diane Coyle 

Economics Etfitor 


THE CLOUDS over manu- 
facturing darkened yesterday as 
a survey showed that export or- 
ders had dived to their lowest 
level since January 1983. The 
results alarmed analysts, even 
though most bad been braced 
for bad news, and left the mar- 
kets wary about trade figures 
due this morning. 

The Confederation of 
British Industry reported in its 
monthly survey that home or- 
ders were holding up but the 
nosedive in export orders 
meant manufacturers were ex- 
pecting no increase in output 
over the next four months. 
Production has already fallen 
for two quarters running, 
putting manufacturing officially 
into recession. 

The CBI is still forecasting 
a soft landing for the economy 
as a whole, with a gradual 
slowdown in growth. But Kate 
Barker, the CBI’s chief eco- 
nomic adviser, said: “The key 
immediate risk is that exports 
could weaken still further.*’ 

She urged the Bank of Eng- 
land not to increase interest 
rates any further. 

This call was put even more 
strongly by Ken Jackson, gen- 
eral secretary of the AEEU. 
“The Bank of England must 
end its vendetta against man- 
ufacturing industry," he said, 
saying the Monetary Policy 
Committee should indicate that 
it expected its next move to be 
a reduction in borrowing costs. 

The CBTs monthly survey 
showed the balance of ex- 
porters with order books below 
rather than above normal was 
minus 51 per cent, down from 
an already weak minus 43 per 


cent in April. This was bad 
enough to offset reasonable do- 
mestic order books, ta ki ng the 
total orders balance to minus 17 
per cent, its weakest for near- 
ly two years. 

As a result, manufacturers' 
output expectations weakened 
further, indicating virtually no 
growth during the next four 
months. Optimism about out- 
put has returned to its lowest ;j 
since late 1992, the nadir of the 
recession. The weak outlook 
also took price expectations to 
a record low, suggesting that 
prices charged at the factory 
gate could start falling. 

Simon Briscoe, an econo- > 
mist at Nikko Europe, said: 
“Manufacturing is going to be 
struggling for at least the rest 
of this year. It does show an- 
other interest rate increase is 
completely out of the question." 

The CBI is still predicting 
that the economy will grow by 
just over 2 per cent this year and 
next thanks to strong consumer 
spending. Bnt this depends on 
the pound falling significantly. 

Sterling weakened slightly 
during the day but ended vir- 
tually unchanged at DM2.90. 

The currency markets remain 
hesitant to rule out one final rise t) 
in interest rates if pay increas- 
es continue to pick up. 

Separate figures yesterday 
from the Nationwide showed a 
big increase in bouse prices in 
May, but. the building society . 
said the number of sales was 
disappointing. The average 
house price jumped 13 per cent 
in May after a nearly flat April, 
to a level 11.9 per cent higher 
than a year earlier. 

However, the level of trans- 
actions fell The Nationwide 
said it was too early to conclude 
that the recovery had stalled. .- J • 


R&D funds ‘wasted 
on wrong schemes’ 


PRODUCTIVITY in British 
industry could fall even further 
behind competitors like Ger- 
many and the US unless the 
Government takes drastic steps 
to revamp (he fundin g of re- 
search and development, ac- 
cording to a new report. 

It said government spending 
on research bad been too low 
and had not been geared to- 
wards commercial uses. 

Nick Matthews, one of the 
authors, said: “Taxpayers have 
been robbed as millions have 
been wasted on schemes that 


have little relevance to British 
industry." Britain spent twice as 
much on agriculture as on in- 
dustrial devdopm ent, he said. 

Figures in the document.' 
prepared by researchers at 
Warwick University for the In- 
stitute for Public Policy Re: : 
search, show that British 
governments have spent a 
smaller share of GDP on re- 
search and development than 
other countries. It argues that 
the meagre funds available 
have been split between too . 
many funding bodies. 
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The right diagnosis, shame about the remedy 


OUTLOOK 

ON THE PROPOSED 
^ SOLUTION TO THE 
PROBLEM. OF SETS. 

THE RISK OF A GLOBAL 
STOCK MARKET 
CRASH. AND THE 
CONTRASTING 
FORTUNES 
OF BT AND C&W 


WHILE EVERY other trade in the 
country seems to be extending its hours 
of business; the Stock Exchange is intent 
on shortening them. Its answer to the mis- 
erable failure that electronic order-dri- 
ven trading has so far proved is to 
shorten the trading day. 

It reasons that by opening the market 
half an hour Later, it wOl overcome the 
lack of liquidity that has made Sets such 
a lottery early in the day and helped drive 
70 per cent of share trades off market or 
bade into a skewed and grossly unfair ver- 
sion of the old quote-drive system. 

In fact, so convinced is the Exchange 
that the reforms will work that it has pro- 
moted the architect of Sets. Man in 
Wheatly, onto its main board. However, 
if Mr Wheatly has any sense, then like the 
big market makers, he wfl] simply use ihfc 
as an excuse to spend an extra 30 min- 
utes in bed and then continue to behave 
in exactly the same way. Which is to stay 
well dear of the market for the first hour 
or so until the pattern of trading has set- 
tled down. 

The Exchange’s other solutions - 
aligning its hours with Liffe and chang- 
ing the way the index is calculated will help 
iron out the problem of rogue dosing 
prices, but still do not address the fun- 
damental issues. 

The central problem with Sets, which 
the Exchange implicitly recognises, is that 
because it is transparent, the market can 
see every trade coming. This deters the 
big buyers and sellers who like to keep 
their deals obscured from view for as long 


as possible. What would make a real dif- 
ference to Sets would be lor the F«*»Tiy 
to allow blind trading and then act as a 
central counterparty - effectively guar- 
anteeing trades and thus solving the 
credit risk problem of dealing with an un- 
known buyer or seller. 

Hie Exchange has proposed just such 
a solution but only some ihn<» after 2000 
and only then if its lengthy consultation 
procedures prove there is support for 
something which would be costly for mem- 
ber firms. 

Until blind trading is introduced, 
many large institutions will stay with the 
old quote driven system, which is mak- 
ing indecent sums of money for the mar- 
ket makers who can scarcely believe 
(heir luck. 

Seven months after the launch of Sets 
the Exchange has at last arrived at a 
diagnosis of what is ailing . Unfortunate- 
ly its remedies do not go nearly far 
enough for the health of the London mar- 
ket 

Market meltdown 
fails to emerge 

IF EDDIE GEORGE didn’t see the 
Asian crisis coming and still isn’t dear why 
it struck, as he admitted yesterday, the rest 
of us can forgive ourselves for not having 
a firm grip on the situation either. 

The problem is that without under- 
standing the past it is hard to predict what 


the future holds for both Asian and oth- 
er emerging markets. The signs are that 
the Governor’s uncertainty is widely 
shared in the financial markets, marked 
as they arc by intermittent flurries of con- 
tagious panic that stop as mysteriously as 
they started. One day a generalised pan- 
ic; the next investors are picking out the 
soundest markets and snapping up bar- 
gains. 

Wfcll Street bolds one crucial key to the 
outlook. The lesson from 1987 is that se- 
rious global stoctanarket contagion is 
propagated from US to the rest of the 
worid, and not the other way round 

This is scant comfort to the bears who 
think Wall Street is now massively over- 
valued, but - so far - they have been in 
the minority. Yesterday once again saw 
investors buying up hi-tech stocks, albeit 
rather hesitantly, at the first sign of a set- 
back. 

Another important point is that 
emerging markets are not all the same. 
While South Korea is making rapid 
strides in its banking and corporate 
reform, so that the IMF forsees a recovery 
starting as early as next year, Indonesia 
remains in an utter mess, and it is 
likely that Hong Kong still has the worst 
of its crisis to face, having so far post- 
poned it. 

There are still Asia-wide worries. For 
example, a Chinese devaluation would 
have serious knock-on effects for all its 
neighbours. This will keep all of the re- 
gion’s markets under a cloud for some 
time. 


But even so, international investore do 
distinguish between emerging stockmar- 
kets fax more finely than was the case a 
few years ago. So far, fingere crossed, Asia 
has not infected Russia and has not 
crossed over to Latin America. 

It would take a brave sml -braver than 
Mr George, for one - to role out any risk 
of a round-ibe-worid stockmarfcet collapse 
of the 1987 variety. Yet on this week’s ev- 
idence. it is still a possibility rather don 
a probability. 

Brown shows 
Bonffeld the way 

FOR A guide to the difference between 
British Telecom and Cable & Wireless, 
the last few weeks are a pretty good il- 
lustration. While Sir Peter Bonfield, 
BTs chief executive, was last week telling 
the worid that he was keeping bis options 

open on possMedeak in the US his coun- 
terpart at C&W, Dick Biown, was locked 
in a room with executives from MCI, con- 
vincing them to sell him their Internet 
business. 

It was all supposed to be so different. 
Bade in July 1996, when Mr Brown took 
charge and Mr Bonfield was just getting 
his feet under the desk, the roles were re- 
versed. C&W, which had just failed to 
merge with BT, was a floundering mish- 
mash of unrelated telecom businesses 
without a strategy and, so the market 
thought, an independent future. 


Meanwhile, Mr Bonfield was the dy- 

namic type who couldshaketbe^^b- 

webs of state ownership out of BT and 
tmn it into a world-beating telecom 

^But the reverse has happened- Mr 
Biown has beaten some shape mto C&W, 
selling off assets where it has no man- 
agement control and si^ing deats wuh 
the likes ofTHecom Itaha while mstill- 
iog a fast-moving, entrepreneurial maa- 

aS Atthe ametime, he has also presided 

r*rinn»lisa£k>n of the 


over a Ioug-neeaea ^ 

cable industry which gives Mercury a new 
lease of life. 

Meanwhile, Mr Bonfield has done a 
lot of talking about international strategy 
but watched bis planned mega-merger - 

with MCI -fall apart - 

So when MO called both BT and 
C&W three weeks ago to ask them 
whether they were interested in buying 
the Internet business it was Mr Brown 

who bad the deal almost sewn up before 
BT knew what was going on. 

Ironically, radically different man- 
agement styles have had precious little ef- 
fect on share price performance. Since 
July 1996 , BTs shares have kept up with 
those of its smaller rival, partly out of re- 
lief that the MCI deal failed and partly 

in expectation that BT would be propelled 

into the mother of all payouts to share- 
holders. 

Unless Mr Bonfield gets his act to- 
gether soot, however, it’s hard to see that 
share price performance lasting. 


C&W joins 
top league 
with £380m 
MCI deal 


By Peter Thai Larsen 

CABLE & WIRELESSyester-- 
day establisheditself as a major 
player in tire booming Internet 
industry when it bought a large 
chunk of the network's infra- 
structure .from MCL the US 
group, in an audacious $625m 
(£380m)deaL 

The acquisition catapults 
fcW into the top five 
wideis of Internet capacity 
in the United States and gives 
it exposure to one of the fastest- 
growing parts of the telecom- 
munications industry. 

C&W is buying Md’s 
“backbone" - the physical in- 
frastructure over which. Inter- 
net traffic runs - as well 3s a 
customer base of L300 service 
companies which use MCI to 
connect their customers to the 
Internet. 

Dick Brown, CAW’S chief 
executive, hailed the deal as a 



Dick Brown: Deal k a ‘huge 
leap’ for Cable & Wireless 


“huge Leap" for . the group. 
"This gives us the-.scale- and 
scope that is necessary in this 
business," he sai<£ ■. 

MCI put the ctiviskmup for 
sale after regulators in the US 
and Europe, dg qga ge d to 
block its mer^j^ai Rforid- 
Com, the US jpartif* ‘ " 

% Although Sgraes^axy.some 
experts estima&£9£^he two 
companies conproi^po 60 per 
cent thefntcine^^gcin the 
USuBtoguIatorsOTrb^^desof 
the Atlantic st31 fo^gjgjjy bave 
to clear the acquisiSglL as well 
as the WbridCdm-MKT merg- 
er, for therfe^tb gd^fiaeLBut 
Mr BrOwnsaMhe tM^aTready 

mademet'' ‘ "* 

gue C& 

Analysts: 
and the 
Brown 
&t£.Ibei 



toar- 



thomove 
that- Mr 
to n ego- 
three 


revenues coming year, 
Mticfa are?fikahr_to : be- about 


US have been sold for much 
higher multiples. 

, “One thing is forsupe, and 
that’s that C&W are not over- 
paying,” one observer com- 
mented. However, C&W’s 
share price slipped 4p to 675p 
due to worries over weak mar- 
kets in Asia. 

It is understood that MCI of- 
fered the backbone business to 
five other telecom companies, 
including British Tfelecom, at 
the same time as it spoke to 
C&W. 

However, the C&W team 
gained an advantage by moving 
faster' than its competitors. Mr 
Brown said that the entire 
negotiating process tookjnstlS 
days. 

Internet traffic is one of 
the fastest-growing areas of 
the telecoms industry. Industry 
analysts expect the market in 
the US, which is expanding at 
rates of up to 100 per. cent a 
year, to more than treble in val- 
ue to $16bn by 2000 . 

This is partly because more 
people are surfing the Worid 
Wide Web and sending e-mafl. 
However, the real growth po- 
tential is in moving other forms 
of telephony - including data 
. communications, fax traffic and 
ultimately voice telephony- on 
to the Internet. 

This can be done by so- 
phisticated Internet technolo- 
gy which divides data and voioe 
. messages into small packages 
before sending them, allowing 
the system to handle much 
more traffic. 

Mr Brown said the diaBstige 
for C&W was to migrate exist- 
ing voice and data, traffic from 
its mristing network on to the 
MCI backbone,’ allowing it to 
cut its prices. 

“It ES'a very strategic deal be- 
cause it will allow os to migrate 
traditional circuit switched busi- 
ness traffic off thestandard net- 
works and on to our higher 
bandwidth networks at dis- 
counts." he explained. 

C&W already has substan- 
tial Internet operations through 
its various bnrinesses in the UK, 
Australia and the! Caribbean. 
However, it did not havea ma- 
jor presence in the US. “Wfe 
couldn’t build this,” Mr Brown 
said. “We had to buy it." 

Under the agreement with 
MCL C&W will cany some of 
the US group’s traffic fora two- 
year period while it sets izp an 
alternative network. However, 
analysts said that the revenues 
.amounted to just a fifth of the. 
djvision’s total revenues, which 
C&W would not find it bard to 
replace: 

Outlook, tins page 



SW Water 
to invest 
in change 
of name 

By Terry Macalister 


SOUTH WEST Water; which 
gained notoriety Tor having the 
highest water charges in the 
country, plans to change its 
name to the Pennon Group. 

But it denies it is trying to es- 
cape from a poor public image, 
pointing ont the Sontfi West Vfe- 
terwfil remain the name of its 
water utility business. 

Tbe new tide, which must be 
approved by shareholders at 


South West Watert chairman, Ken Harvey (left) and the company’s finance director, 
Ken HHI after announcing the changes yesterday Photograph: John Woos 


end of July, is Intended to un- 
derline the company’s move 
hito new harness sectors, it says. 

South West Water is keen to 
expand in areas not covered by 
government regulation. It has 
h ig h lighte d waste ma na g em e n t, 
environmental instrumenta- 
tion and specialist contracting. 

Parang beaded q» by the ex- 
isting chairman, Ken Harvey; 
will be a bolding campanywith 
two subsidiaries: South West 
Wfeter and Viridoi; 

A spokesman for the com- 
pany said: “dunging the name 
wffl help with investor relations 
and emphasise the fact that we 
are not jnsta regnlated utility. 
Customers will stffl deal with 
Sooth Mfest Wetec" 

Yesterday the company re- 
vealed plans to cut 135 jobs and 
streamline divisional offices in 
Exeter and St AnsteD in a bid to 
farther reduce overheads. The 
announcement came as Sooth 
West Water unveiled a 29 per 
cent fafl in pre-tax profits to 
£!0&6m. The figures were hit by 
exceptional items butwere wel- 
comed by foe Gty which marked 
the shares up 4p to960p- 


IN BRIEF 

West Bromwich agrees £IOm 
pay-out over homes scandal 

WEST BROMWICH Building Society is to pay victims of the 
home income plan «amfal more than £ 10 m between them after 
agreeing to settle a court case brought by the Investors Com- 
pensation Scheme. West Bromwich yesterday promised to pay 
unspecified rash payments to the 685 victims of the sc an d al . It 
wOl also cap the interest they pay at 6.25 per cent and guaran- 
tee they win not be repossessed for the rest of their lives. 

The compensation came as West Bromwich agreed to settle 
out of court with the Investors Compensation Scheme, the reg- 
ulatory body which has already given out partial compensation. 
News of the scandal first broke in 1990. Both the Investors Com- 
pensation Scheme and West Bromwich said they were happy with 
the deal- The ICS said it believed the compensation was fair and 
reasonable. More than 3,000 elderly investors came dose to ruin 
after being sold home income plans by Fisher Prew Smith, a fi- 
nancial adviser -which was shut down by regulators in 1991. 

LIG to dose condom plant 

LONDON International Group, the Durex condom maker, is to 
dose its Italian condom manufacturing plant in CasaJeccbio, near 
Bologoa, with the loss of about 180 jobs. Production will be trans- 
fened to the company’s other condom manufacturing sites in Spain, 
the US and Asia. The factory closure and the refocusing of LIG’s 
South European consumer business will result in a f 15m 
provision. - Investment column, page26 

Warning to ‘first-wave’ states 

THE EUROPEAN Monetary Institute, forerunner of the Eu- 
ropean Central Bank, repeated its warning that nine out of the 
1 1 firet-wave members of the single currency would need to make 
further progress in cutting their government budget deficits. 
“Notwithstanding recent achievements, farther substantial con- 
solidation is warranted for most member states,” its annual re- 
port, published yesterday, noted. The report added that 
preparatory work was going ahead for the new ECB to introduce 
minimum reserve requirements on banks in the single currency 
area. While these are still normal on the Continent, they would 
be an unwelcome ride-effect of eventual Emu membership for 
UK banks. 

More board considers bid 

THE BOARD of More Group, the outdoor advertising outfit, 
is expected to meet this morning to deride whether or not to rec- 
ommend an indicative offer for the business from Decaux, its 
French rival. More’s directors yesterday met Decaux executives 
and advisers to discuss the merits of the offer, but no decision 
was made. Decaux, whose bid has been referred to the Monop- 
olies and Mergers Commission, has indicated it will offer 1220p 
per More share if it is given the green light Gear Channel, the 
US media grant, has offered l,110p per share. 


United may float 
telecoms division 


By Terry Macalister 

UNITED Utilities yesterday 
said it might float its telecom- 
munications aim on the Lon- 
don stock market if the buaness 
continues to grow as quickly as 
it did last year. 

The chief executive, Derek 
Green, said turnover from 
telecommunications tripled last 
year to £23 -4m as business Cus- 
tomers such as Manchester 
Airport switched to its fibre net- 
work for data and vcace services 
But United believes there is 
potential to use Digital Power- . 
Line technology to ddner faster 
and cheaper Internet connec- 
tions to 22 mOUon homes in 
Uni tecTs core northwest market 
using existing electricity cables. 
Mr Green said: “This is a nice 
business similar to Cob which is 
a stock market darting. Ifwe con- 
tinue to get a low utility raring - 
we wiD need to float {telecom- 
munications] in whole or part” 
Analysts agreed the bmmess 


was exciting but said United, 
which controls Norweb and 
North West Water, would be 
judged in the near term on the 
way it was treated by its indus- 
try regulators. 

Set up three years ago, the 
telecommunications arm lost 
£5-2m last year but this was 
translated into a £ 200,000 prof- 
it m the 12 months to 31 March. 
Uni ted admit s a flotation is un- 
likely in the next two years. 

Like other utilities. United 
is keen to expand outside of its 
traditional water, gas and elec- 
tricity distribution whose fixture 

profitability will be held back by 

tighter regulation. 

Yesterday die group revealed 

a profit before tax and excep- 
tional items up 3.7 per cent year 

cm year to £460.5 m. Turnover 
from continuing operations rose 
23 percent to £2Jbn and Unit- 
ed un veiled a final underlying 
dividend of27,64p making 408p 
for the year, up 9.7p. Its shares 
dosed up 95p at 828p. 


OFT gives health insurers 
‘final warning’ over policies 


By Andrew Verity 


THE OFFICE of Fair Hading 
has issued a “final warning" to 
health insurers, ordering them 
to eliminate pofiaes harmful to 
consumers or face full statuto- 
ry regulation. 

In its second attempt to re- 
form private medical insur- 
ance in two years, the OFT 
yesterday gave health insurers 
rmtil 30 September to transform 
their practice or face direct reg- 
ulation by the Financial Ser- 
vices Authority. 

John Bridgeman, the direc- 
tor-general, said the industry 
had broadly failed to respond 
to a damning OFT report in 
1996. The report highlig hted 
rampant inflatio n m premiu m s 
and widespread confusion 
ambngcusaxneis, who were of- 
ten unaware that die policies 
failed to cover a whole swathe 
of medical needs. Mr Bridge- 


man said:^ “Health insurers have 
not shown much concern for im- 
proving the infrn»mtion, choice 
and service to their consumers. 
If tbe industry wishes to retain 
seffregulatianit should carefully 
consider, and then act deci- 
sively upon, the recommenda- 
tions in my new report” 

The OFT said sales litera- 
ture had confused customers to 
such an extent that 79 per cent 
of customers wrongly thought 
they were covered for chronic; 
ongoing medical conditions 
such as arthritis or Alzheimer’s 
disease. They also thought their 
policy would pay for drugs 
needed after an operation. 

In fact, private medical in- 
surance only covers acute con- 
ditions that require one-off 
operations. Many policies ex- 
dude claims for outpatient 
treatment and few pay for drug? 
needed after an operation. The 
OFT wants health insurers to 


develop a code of practice 
which provides for a core of 
“benchmarked” products with 
simple, standardised terms. 

Insurers must also show 
customers how quickly premi- 
ums can increase, the OFT 
said. Premiums in the past 
decade have risen by an aver- 
age of 3.5 per cent a year 
above inflation. Many cus- 
tomers failed to realise that pre- 
miums also increased with age. 

The regulator also said the 
Financial Services Authority 
should monitor the use of 
moratoria by health insurance 
companies. Under moratoria, 
customers can buy a policy 
without the need for a medical 
examination, but cannot claim 
if they are treated for a condi- 
tion they already have within 
two years. This makes premi- 
ums cheaper and a quicker 
sale can be made. 

The snag is that consumers 


with pre-existing conditions 
can be put off seeking treat- 
ment. The OFT said some pa- 
tients recovering from serious 
Alness had been sold morato- 
rium policies even though they 
had been advised to go for reg- 
ular medical check-ups. 

It said other kinds of health 
insurance should also be stan- 
dardised. These included crit- 
ical illness Insurance, 
permanent health insurance 
and long-term care insurance. 

The £ 2 bn-a-year health in- 
surance market is dominated by 
two players -Bupa, with 40 per 
cent of tbe market, and PPP, 
now owned by Guardian Roy- 
al, with 30 per cent Norwich 
Union has 10 per cent. Bnpa 
said it supported the OFTs can 
for benchmarked products and 
opposed the use of moratoria. 
But is resisted calls for cus- 
tomers to be shown haw quick- 
ly premiums had risen. 
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Boom is back 
for Stakis 

THE HOTEL business is al- 
ways shifting from feast to 
famine and back again and the 
City’s perception of the sector 
tends to suffer from the same 
mood swings. After a boom in 
1996 which spawned a glut of 
flotations, hotels spent last year 
in the cJoIdairas, This year, ho- 
tel groupssiKii as Stakis are sud- 
denly in favour. The Scottish 
group's share price has risen by 
over 50 per cent since January. 

A glance at the interim re- 
sults, released yesterday, shows 
that investors' faith is well 
founded Operating profits rose 
by 49 per cent to £46m on 
turnover up 28 per cent to 
£181m, and the shares duly 
ricked up another 4p to 143p. 

True, Stakis is riding an in- 
dustry boom that could easily 
turn to a bust. Rather omi- 
nously, chief executive David 
Michels now points out that oc- 
cupancy rates - which rose 
from 67.5 per cent to 73.7 per 
cent - are now higher than they 
were during the famous boom 
of 1989. 

Stakis does not believe that 
history will repeat itself, how- 
ever, and is investing merrily in 
new projects. It will spend £90m 
developing the London Metro- 
pole and is pl anning to build 
about three new four-star ho- 
tels a year. Management deals 
with a US hotel investments 
group are also in the pipeline. 

Meanwhile, the company is 
also diversifying. The casinos, 
which are drawing increasing 
numbers of punters, reported a 
77 per cent increase in profits 
to £6.6m. Meanwhile, profits at 
the Livingweli health dub unit 
more than doubled. 

With strong cash flow and 
gearing still low. Stakis can 
afford to expand The problem, 
however, is that no matter bow 
well they are run none of its 
businesses can uhimately escape 
the economic cycle. If a down- 
turn arrives demand for hotels, 
casinos and health dubs wOl 
probably all dry up at the same 
time. Stakis remains positive 
about the future, as does the 
City, which predicts full-year 


States: At a glance 

Matte value: £1 .1 ton. share price 143p(+4p) 
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profits of around £74m. On a 

forward multiple of 18, however, 
the shares are high enou gh. 

LIG strategy 
paying off 

THE MARKET has gradually 
been warming to London In- 
ternational Group, the Durex 
condom maker. LIG shares 
have risen by nearly 40 per since 
the interim figures last No- 
vember as the City has re- 
sponded to the strategy of 
slimming the group down to 
concentrate on so-called 
“barrier'’ products such as con- 
doms and latex gloves. 

Medical products such as its 
gripe water and Buttercup 
syrup brands have long gone. 
And the process continued dur- 
ing the last year with the sale of 
Cook Bates, the American 
manicure implements compa- 
ny, which involved taking a 
£12m exceptional charge. 

Nick Hodges, chief execu- 
tive, now reckons (he shape of 
the business is right with a 
small health and beauty busi- 
ness in markets like Spain and 
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Italy where the sales forces are 
useful to help sell the group’s 
condoms. 

LIG’s investments are start- 
ing to pay off and Mr Hodges 
easily beat his target of improv- 
ing sales, profits and earnings by 
10 percent a year after only just 
scraping over the line in No- 
vember. Operating fsrjfit before 
gcep ti onals rose by 123 percent 
to £46.7m and earning? rose by 
more than 17 per cent 

In condoms the new Avan ti 
polyurethane products are the 
big thing. Selling at three times 
the prices of standard latex 
ranges, the company is now 
claiming 11 percent of the UK 
market with strung sales in Italy 
and Germany. 

More acquisitions are on the 
agenda, particularly in the Ear 
East where LIG is keen to ex- 
pand. Though it has a business 
in Indonesia, bought last year, 
it says it has been unaffected by 
the troubles there. 

On CSFB’s current year 
forecast of £47m the shares - 
up 15_5p to 21 2_5p yesterday - 
trade on a forward rating of 22. 
Not cheap, but with strong 
earnings growth the shares 
look good value up to 250p. 


South West’s 
waste line 

SOUTH WEST WATER has 
been greedily buying up land- 
fill sites for waste manage- 
ment. In the last three months 
its Haul Wste division has 
taken on 12 million cubic me- 
tres of new ground, represent- 
ing a 15 percent increase on its 
overall capacity. 

This might seem a dirty 
business but South West man- 
agement believes “green” 
means gold. It argues that its 
in-depth expertise in waste 
management means it is best 
placed to deal with an in- 
creasingly sensitive environ- 
mental issue. 

The company is about to 
change its name to the Pennon 
group. Critics see this as an at- 
tempt to escape from a past as- 
sociated with high water 
charges and dirty south coast 
beaches. 

But the company believes 
Pennon represents a move 
away from the boring utility im- 
age as it reaches into sectors 
away from the grabbing hands 
of the regulator. 

Waste management is one 
of three new “non-regulated” 
areas where the group is keen 
to expand. The others are spe- 
cialist environmental instru- 
mentation and specialist 
contracting. 

Some early excursions have 
not been a great success. The 
sale of its 50 per cent holding 
in Societa Italo Britannica 
deQ’Acqua cost South West 
£7.5. That coupled with a pro- 
vision for the restructuring of 
its water and sewerage business 
dented pre-tax profits unveiled 
yesterday. 

Before excepnonals, profits 
rose 3 per cent to £12L6m while 
turnover was up 11 per cent to 
£382. lm. 

For the shares, up 4p to 
960p, the big issue remains how 
the company will be hit by the 
Ofwat periodic review of water 
charges which impacts in April 
2000. Analysts expea profits of 
£128m next year implying a for- 
ward multiple of 11 times. 
That is slightly above the sec- 
tor average. Hold. 
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Dawson looks 
for buyer as 
sales slump 


By Nigd Cope 

Associate City Editor 

DAWSON International, the 
Scottish knitwear group best 
known for the Pringle sweaters 
worn by Nick Faldo, put itself 
upforsale yesterday after it is- 
sued a profits warning and said 
that it did not expect to pay an 
interim dividend. ' 

The company blamed the 
warning on the strength of 
sterling, the economic crisis in 
Asia, and higher than expect- 
ed returns of its thermal cloth- 
ing from retailers in America. 
The result will be a cut-back in 
UK production, exceptional 
charges of £llm and “several 
hundred” job losses, mostly in 
wool-spinning plants in the 
Scottish borders. 

As the shares fell 13.4 per 
cent lo 48 _5p, valuing Dawson 
at£96m, Scottish union leaders 
expressed concern about the af- 
fects of a “triple whammy” for 
the textile industry north of the 
border. 

Grampian Holdings, the 
Scottish knitwear group, is 
cutting 120 jobs due to the 
strong pound and to shifts in 
fashion-wear away from knit- 
wear towards cotton and fleece 
products. 

And, on Wednesday. The 
Sweater Shop, (he manufac- 
turer and retailer, called in 
the receivers as a result of 
continuing losses. Up lo 1.300 
jobs, including 270 at garment 
centres in Ayrshire, arc under 
threat. 

Bill Speirs, the Scottish 
TUC general secretary, said: “It 
is a very worrying situation 
and we are obviously con- 
cerned about the future of the 
industry. We will be having a 
meeting with the textile unions 
to come up with an assessment 
of where the industry stands at 
the moment." 

Unions hoped to promote a 
strategy which secures textile 
jobs in Scotland and would be 
making representations to the 
Scottish Office. Scottish En- 
terprise and employers, he said. 

"We are also concerned 
about the prospect of someone 
like Dawson International pro- 
ducing its wares overseas in 
places such as Italy and India to 
cut costs. It has built its reputa- 
tion on a quality Scottish prod- 
uct produced hy Scottish woikeis 
and any change to that win have 
to be looked at wry dosely." 





Colin Montgomerie wearing a Pringle sweater made 
by the now troubled Dawson International group 


Dawson said at its annual 
meeting in April that it was ex- 
periencing tough trading con- 
ditions. Since then, it has 
received “unprecedented" lev- 
els of return of its thermal 
clothing from American dis- 
count retailers like Wal-Mart 
and K-Mart. 

The company has decided to 
accept the reLumed stock in or- 
der to maintain relationships 
with key retail customers. Sales 
of its more upmarket Duo fold 
range of thermal dothing have 
also been well below expecta- 
tions. 

“In the light of these devel- 
opments, the board is under- 
taking a review of all options 
available to maximise share- 
holder value, including the pos- 
sibility of securing an offer for 
the company," said Derek Fin- 
lay. the company's chairman. 

The Sweater Shop, which 


was bought by its management 
ina£150mdcal three years ago. 
has been forced to call in ad- 
ministrative receivers after de- 
faulting on its debts for the 
second lime in 12 months. It is 
understood to have recorded 
losses of around £15m on sales 
of £55m last year. 

The company has 78 shops 
and manufacturing operations 
in Syston, Leicestershire, Not- 
tingham and Cumnock, in 
Scotland. 

Richard Rees, of the re- 
ceivers. Price Whterhouse. said 
he was confident that a buyer 
could be found for the stores 
butsaid the manufacturing op- 
erations might be more difficult 
to dispose of. 

The manufacturing sites 
employ around 600 workers. 
The Sweater Shop cut 1 80 jobs 
in Leicester recently in an 
attempt lo cut costs. 
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EUROPEAN venture capital 
and private equity invesonent % 
rose by 42 per cent to 9.7bo ecu|V» 
in 1997, setting a fourth suc- 
cessive record, the European 
Venture Capital Associations . 
(EVCA) annual survey showed 

yesterday. . • 

The fourth successive high- 
est total was disbursed through 
6J252 investments, 10 per cent 
more than in 1996. 

The largest absolute in- 
crease in investment was in 
Britain, which showed a 49 per 
cent increase on 1996 and dis- 
bursed 4.4bn ecu, followed by 
Germany with 13bn ecu, an 85 
per cent rise, the EVCA survey 
said. 

Consumer-related deals 
mained the largest sector bjr 
amount disbursed and ac- 
counted for 22 per cent of the 
total or 2.1bn ecu versus 1.2bn 
ecu in 1996. 

However, technology areas 
increased their combined share 
to 24 per cent from 20 per cent 
previously, with over 2,1 00 com- 
panies attracting 23ba ecu 
worth of investment, 71 per cent 
more than in 19%. 

Across Europe, buyouts ac- 
counted for just over 50 per 
cent of the total invested (46 ' 
per cent in 1996) at 4.8bn ecu 
and the sum invested iocreas^, 
by 53 per cent although the 
number of buyouts fell by 3 per 
cent. 

The amount invested in seed 
and start-up projects increased 
by 23 percent and 67 per cent 
respectively, accounting for 7.4 
per oent of the total amount in- 
vested (63 per cent in 1996). - 

Disinvestments at original 
cost (versus the amount actually 
received) were 5.8 billion ecus, 
up 63 per cent. 

Funds raised more than dou- 
bled from the record 1996 to- 
tal to 20 billion ecus, mainly 
from international sources 
which accounted for over 50 per 
cent of the total for the first 
time. 

Most of the domestic in- 
crease came in Britain and 
Germany with the British total 
tripling to 12.2 billion ecus and* 1 
the German advance increasing^ ‘ 
nearly eight times to 2.6 billion 
ecus. 

Banks and pension funds 
were the largest sources of cap- 
ital, each contributing 25 per- 
cent of the total with the later 
significantly increasing its input 
to 5 billion ecus from 1.8 billion 
ecus. 

-Reuters 


Hillsdown expected to back offer 


By Nigel Cope 

Aijooato City Editor 

THE BOARD of Hillsdown 
Holdings, the food conglom- 
erate. is expected to back u re- 
vised 217p per share offer from 
Unigate valuing the company 
at fl.hbn. 

The Hillsdown hoard met 
yesterday afternoon to dis- 
euvs the offer. It is likely lo 
recommend the deal lo share- 
holders assuming the structure 
of the deal is deemed accept- 
able. An announcement is ex- 
pected today. 


It is understood (hat the 
Hillsdown board, led by 
George Greener, took the view 
that while it might be possible 
to squeeze a little more value 
from a break-up of the group, 
this represented a more risky 
approach and would have tak- 
en much longer. 

The management loams of 
both companies were locked in 
meetings with their advisers last 
night, hammering out the fin- 
er points of the deal such as Ihe 
cash and shares component. 

Hillsdown shares rose Kp to 
20b.5p yesterday, valuing the 


business at £13bn. Unigatc 
shares dipped !6pto6363p. 

A deal would render Hitid- 
sown's plans to break itself up 
unnecessary. Three weeks ago 
it announced plans that would 
have left shareholders with 
shares in three companies. The 
chilled foods and housebuild- 
ing arms would have been 
floated off and die furniture 
business sold. 

Unigate Is principally in- 
terested in the chilled foods 
business which supplies ready 
meals to Marks & Spencer. 

It will scU the housebuilding 


and furniture division, which 
analysts suggest could fetch a 
combined total of £500m. It 
would keep the ambient foods 
division, which includes r ty- 
phoo lea and Chivers jam in the 
short term but may sell it on 
once profits have been im- 
proved. 

Hillsdown represents a big 
deal for Unigate as the two 
businesses arc almost the same 
size. However Unigate has a 
rash pile or nearly £200m and 
its management, led by chief ex- 
ecutive, Sir Ross Buckland is 
highly regarded. 
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Hectic trading in Rentokil amid takeover rumours 



MARKET DEDADT has Rentoka Initial put itae 
fVUVKKt 1 REPORT Compass contract catering 

group back on its takeover 
menu? 

The stock market appears 
to think so. There was some 
hectic trading in Rentokil 
shares, with the price shading 
l-5p to 415.5p. Compass 
finned 4p to l,J85p. 

DEREK PAIN Sir ^ ive Thompson, the 

Rentokil chief, has made no 
— secret of his taste for Com- 
pass. He has admitted it is one 
of three companies he has ex- 
amined. The others are a 
D anish group and Lhe 
Securicor mobile telephone 
and security group. 

But the Danish business 
and Securicor, with its deep- 
rooted involvement with BT, 
could provide the environ- 
mental group with unwanted 
difficulties. On the other hand 
Compass, like Rentokil’s last 
take over of BET, would rep- 
resent a straightforward ap- 
peal to shareholders. 

Compass, which is trading 
well, would represent a logi- 


cal extension of Reutokirs 
sprawling service operations. 
Capitalised at £3.9bn, it would 
be no more than a tantalising 
swallow for the highly ac- 
quisitive £12bo group, which 
was not afraid to engage in a 
hostile bid for BET. 

Another big deal - and on 
past form one is due - from 
Sir Qivc would help to reduce 
the impact of the 322 per cent 
stake held by Ratio, the Dan- 
ish group. It said it is unlike- 
ly to retain its interest after its 
standstill agreement runs out 
in 2001. 

The rest of the market re- 
mained weighed down by 
overseas considerations. 
Footsie, after an early 35.4 
points surge, ended 7.9 lower 
at 5,8623. But the mid cap in- 
dex displayed its indepen- 
dence with a 17.7 gain to 
5,8983. The small cap index 
fell 3.6 to 2,769.6. 

Hillsdown Holdings, as 
Unigate's interest was duly 
confirmed, rose 8p to 2063p 
with Unigate 16p off at 


6363p. The bid is 217p, 
pricing Hillsdown at£138bn. 
Some wonder whether a 
Dutch group will attempt to 
barge into the talks. 

Asda slipped 235p to 183p 
on talk that it is about to fix 
a trading alliance with King- 
fisher, up 22p to l,U>5p. King- 
fisher is due to take analysts 
to see its Darty electrical re- 
tailing operation in France 
next month. 

J Sainsbury improved 

3.25p to 488.75p with SBC 
Warburg talking of a 600p 
target, and ABN Amro sug- 
gested United Biscuits, off 
4J25p to 271 .75p, was under- 
valued. 

Halifax, hitherto riding 

high on merger talk and its in- 
clusion in the important Mor- 
gan Stanley international 
shar e index, came crashing to 
earth after ABN, worrying 
about the competition mort- 
gage banks face, said sell. 
The shares fell 27p to 896p 
with Woolwich off lip to 
3423p. 


British Aerospace climbed 
17p to 319p on more positive 
indications about corporate 
developments at Airbus In- 
dustrie, where it has, in effect, 
a 20 per cent slake. 

The Falkland Islands 
gusher came, at least for the 
time being, to a dismal end. 
Amerada Hess’s decision to 
abandon an oil well in the 
South Atlantic sent the island 

Share Spotlight 

share price, pence 

1300— — — — 
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threesome crashing. Desire 
Petroleum lost 1 173 p to 
260p, Greenwich Resources 
7.25 p to 28.5p and West- 
moDnt45pto 1823p. La wfl . 
which will lead the explo- 
ration of the field involving 
the trio, was off lp at 2943p. 

Recent newcomer AB Air- 
lines rose 9p to U4p, seem- 
ingly on the clearance of a 

stock overhang, and Northern 

Leisure, the disco chain, fell 
163p to 515p on a one-for- 
one bonus. 

Vosper Thorneycroft, the 
shipbuilder where takeover 
gossip is in the air, held at 
855p. A fund managers* visit 
had little impact; Panmure 
Gordon put a l,050p target on 
the shares. 

phoneLink was suspended 

at 473p, down 7Jp. It tran- 
spires one of its proposed ac- 
quisitions does in fact amou n t 
to a reverse takeover. The ru- 
mour of a merger with its 
Dutch associate was not so 
wide of the mark. The com- 
pany said it was in talks which 
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could lead to acquisitions re- 
lated to Ra ss eboI ^J?5 t *”' 

paties, which holds 165.6 per 
cent of FhoneLink. 

Internet Technology 

surged 293p to I66p after *ts 

joint venture partner, vfave 
Systems, said it had reached 
a licence agreement with 
leading component maker 
Standard Microsystems. 
House broker ‘Warburg haw* 
its target from 120p to 2Q0p. 
The shares were 383p m 
February. . 

Newcomer City North, a 
property group, closed at 
1583p against a 145p placing. 

On the building pitch 
Beazer attracted interest on 
talk of a bid from another 
housebuilder. The shares rose 
7p to 220p in busy trading. At 
the turn of the year they were 

155p. 

Puwerscreen, the engineer, 
remained depressed after the 
plunge into losses. The shares 

fell 13p to 973p. The Stock 
Exchange is probing a big 
share trade on Friday. 


TAKINGJJOCK 
LONDON Forfaiting Co-, 


iHternuu ~ 

1S3p to 358p* uncomfortably 
dose to Its January 12-month 

low, There is talk the 

company is a victim of me 
Far Eastern turmoil and is 
fairing som* daunting bad 
debts. Uf C, which produced 
profits of £3&5m last yeas, 
intends to meet analysts m 
jane but a tradfng statement 
is not, « seems, planned 

before then. 

PRIMARY Health Properties, 

^d.^KCBlisestopr'Wdmg 
properties to r GPs and NHS 
trusts, should increase 
profits from £6754W0 to 
ft ,2m this year and reach 
£L4m next, believes 
stockbroker Tteather& 
Greenwood. The shares, 95p, 
are regarded as a buy. 

DECENT newcomer JWE 

Telecom, 115p a conple of 
wee ks ago, rose another 14p 
to l6L5p- There is talk one 
of the mqjor telecom 
operations is interested in 
absorbing the group- 
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countries including East and West Africa and 
the Middle East Its main tasks are to nego- 
tiate broadcasting rights for top sporting and 
suchlike events on behalf of its members, or- 
ganise the exchange of TV and radio pro- 
grammes between its members and foster the 
co-production of programmes. 


Falklands oil shares banks 


TWIN headlines leap out from the front page 
of the War Bulletin, the bi-monthly journal of 


hit as Amerada quits 



headlines proclaim that “the group is on 
course," and operating profits are “much in 
line w ith last year". It also reveals that Lord 
Weir, the executive chairman is to retire. Lord 
Weir has agreed to accept the new position 
of honorary president, he will be replaced as 
chairman by the current managing director. 
Sir Ron Garrick, and the search is now on for 
a successor to Sir Ron. Applications please 
to Sir Ron in Glasgow, not to me. 


as vital 
for City 


By Terry Macaiister 


MIKE THOMPSON is giving up the job of 
finance director at Bass Leisure after four 
yeans to join Maiston Thompson & Evershed, 
the one remaining big-name brewer based only 
in Burton on Trent, the birthplace of many 
famous brewing names and still the brewing 
capital of Britain. He is teaming up again with 
Marston's chief executive, Nick Letchet, who 
left Bass for Marstons last year and stepped 
up to chief executive in February. 

Mike tells me he is not related to the orig- 
inal Thompson family whose brewery merged 
with M a retons in 1895. But Marstons still re- 
gards itself as a traditional family-based 
company. The brewery's Burton Union rooms 
were described by real ale pundit Roger Protz 
as the cathedral of British brewing and 
Michael Hurdle, the current chairman, is the 
fourth member of his family to be chairman 
in the last 100 years. 


AS PART of its contribution to the Goodwood 
Festival of Speed next month. Guardian 
Insurance is taking on the responsibility for 
insuring f 14m worth of historic racing care 
being flown from America by Lufthansa for 
the occasion. It will be the most comprehensive 
line-up of IndyCars ever seen in the UK. They 
include two cars - one a Peugeot the other 
an Isotta Fraschini - which took part in the 
1913 IndvCar 500 just two years after the race 
was initiated, as well as the V8 supercharged 
1946 Novi Governor Special The cars will 
be accompanied by some of their most famous 
drivers including Mario Andretti, A1 (Jnser 
Sot, Rick Mears and Danny Sullivan. 


I HAVE been invited to anend Invest 9S, billed 
as the most exciting private investor event of 
the year, to be held on 6 June at the Business 
Design Centre in Islington, London. This one- 
day event, hosted by Barclays Stockbrokers, 
will, I am assured, provide delegates with the 
opportunity to share the stock market secrets 
of some of the world's leading investment ex- 
perts and participate in conference sessions 
using the latest interactive technology. 

The speakers include Mary Buffett, former 
daughter-in-law oFWhrren Buffett, the world 
famous investor who makes decisions that 
move global markets from the depths of 
Nebraska, and author of Buffettology , a guide 
to the techniques he uses. Other speakers in- 
clude Trevor McDonald, the TV anchorman 
and apparently a latter-day Samuel Smiles, 
and Brian Maher, voted by institutional in- 
vestors as the best technical analyst in the UK 
for six years in a raw. 

Richard Wilson, aka Victor Me [drew, 
will present the mandatory “alternative view” 
on the stock market. There should be some- 
thing there for everyone. 


CHARLES ANSON, the former diplomat and 
merchant banker (with Kleinwort Benson) and 
long-time press secretary to HM the Queen 
(from 1990 to February last year), is moving 
on again. He joined Grand Metropolitan as 
group corporate relations director just prior 
to the merger with Guinness which formed 
Diageo. Now I hear that he will become head 
of communications at the European Broad- 
casting Union on July 20. 

The EBU has far outgrown the continent 
of Europe and now has 66 members in 49 


HOT NEWS from the fast-food jungle, where 
research from Euromonitor reveals that Amer- 
icans spent $376 a head on fast food last year, 
closely followed by Canadians. Japanese are 
the third biggest consumers and Brits come 
fourth, spending the equivalent of $63 a head. 
Neither sushi nor fish and chips has been able 
to fight off the invasion, although die research 
shows the fast food chains have bad to adapt 
menus to assimilate national tastes. 

Italy, the home of the pizza, has proved the 
most resistant to foreign fast food, according 
to Euronxmitor's Valerio Capo, spending a mis- 
erable $8 a head, forcing McDonalds, whose 
growth policy at least is oiganic, to buy busi- 
nesses to build its market share. 


TONY RUDCTON, chief executive of BPC 
since 1996 and a man with 40 years’ experi- 
ence of the printing industry, has been con- 
firmed as chief executive of Webinvest, the 
holding com pany formed to acquire and merge 
BPC and Whlmoughs. Jim Brawn will be 
finance director. 


THE FALKLANDS Islands 
oil boom was punctured yes- 
terday, knocking over 30 per 
cent off the value of shares in 
Desire Petroleum quoted on 
the London stock market. 

Other companies with in- 
terests in the Falklands were 
also marked down. OO group 
Lasmo saw its shares dip Ip to 
294 -5p while the port and ho- 
tel operator Falkland Islands 
dropped 21p to 179p. 

The south Atlantic bubble 
buret late Wednesday night 
when Amerada Hess, an- 
nounced it was abandoning 
the first well in the region. 

Amerada Hess said it had 
encountered traces of hydro- 
carbons but added: "Appraisal 
showed that these were not pre- 
sent in commercial quantities.” 

The well 14/09-1 in tranch 
A of the North Falklands Basin 
has been plugged and aban- 
doned. Amerada Hess will 
move back into its acreage in 
the last quarter of the year. 

Meanwhile the rig is being 
passed on to Shell, which will 
start its own exploration drilling 
programme immediately. 

Shares in Desire, launched 
at the turn of the year at 125p, 
had risen to 495p on the back 
of feverish speculation that 
Amerada’s drilling rig, Borgny 
Dolphin, had hit ofl. Yesterday 
shares in Desire dosed at 260p. 

The Desire share roller- 
coaster had started on 19 May. 
Although management urged 
caution, its shares rose 24 per 
cent that day on speculation 
that Amerada had found signs 
of hydrocarbons. 

Analysts said yesterday that 
finding anything at all was en- 
couraging but oil shows did not 
in themself prove the Falk- 
lands to be an interesting area 
for exploration. 

They pointed out that even 
in proven oil provinces like 
deepwater Gulf of Mexico, the 
success rate on wells drilled was 
only one in four. For uncs- 
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Sir Rex Hunt, Desire chairman, in his days as the governor of the Falkland Islands 


plored areas like the Falklands 
it was one in 10. 

Alan Marshall energy ana- 
lyst with Robert Fleming, said 
it could take up to 20 wells to 
really know where one stood. 
“We are no further forward re- 
ally in terms of the Falklands 
being an oil province. Certain 
shares were over-hyped. It was 
like the bad old days when the 
charactaristics of the sector 
were seen as highly specula- 
tive.” 

Desire was established 


specifically to take advantage of 
interest in the South Atlantic. 
The fact that it has former 
Clyde Petroleum duel Dr Col- 
in Phipps, associated with it lent 
It credibility with investors. 

Other speculative compa- 
nies have also been formed, in- 
cluding Sodra, established by 
Adolf H. Lundin whose In- 
ternational Petroleum Corpo- 
ration is quoted in Sweden 
and Canada. 

There were four blocks of- 
fered by the Falkland Islands 


gover nm ent as part of its first 
round licensing round. 03 com- 
panies have agreed to share the 
costs of keeping the semi -sub- 
mersible rig in the area. 

The licensing has caused po- 
litical friction with Argentina 
which recently warned it 
planned to levy its own tax on 
any oil that was produced in the 
region. 

The enthusiasm for drilling 
in new areas has partly dimin- 
ished because of the slump in 
the price of oil. 


ENTERNATION ALbanks be- 
lieve London will continue as 
Europe’s financial capital ac- 
cording to a survey out today, 
but only if it eventually eaten 
economic and monetary union 

(Emu). w • 

According to the London. 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, the UK’s decision not 
10 participate in the first wave 
has had no material impact on 

the capital’s attractiveness as an 
international financial centre. 

However, if the UK" were 

never to join, this would detract 

from London's position as the 
centre of European financial 
markets, according to 42 per 
cent of respondents. 

Simon Sperryn, chief exec-, 
utive of the London Chamber 
of Commerce, said: “London's 
inherent strengths are more 
than sufficient to overcome any 
problems caused by the UK’s 
non-participation in the single 
currency.” 

David Heathcoat-Amory 
MR shadow Chief Secretary, 
said: “London will continue to 
be Europe's premier location 
for financial services if it main-. 
tnins its cost advantages arid 
builds on its traditional 
strengths.” 

A hundred foreign banks 
based in the City were surveyed. 
The banks cited high quality 
telecommunications, depth of fi- 
nancial markets, availability of 
labour, tradition and political 
stability as the five most im- 
portant ingredients for any suc- 
cessful financial centre. 

London scored highly on all 
five criteria, although respon- 
dents were more scathing 
about the costs of doing busi- 
ness in London - in particular, 
property costs and labour costs. 
Neither did the capital's trans- 
port network score highly., 

London’s regulatory regime 
was regarded as more 
favourable than those of Tokyo, 
Zurich, Berlin and Frankfurt. . 
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.Cecil aims 
to conquer 
Cape Verdi 


By Greg Wood 


AS BOTH punters and the con- 
nections of possible rivals yes- 
terday digested the news that 
Cape Verdi will run in the Der- 
by a week tomorrow, there was 
little obvious sign that the 1,000 
^Guineas winner will persuade 
%iany trainers that their best 
Utree-year-oid coll should find 
an alternative engagement. The 
latest declaration stage for the 
Prix du Jockey Club (French 
Derby) at Chantilly on Sunday, 
an obvious second choice, 
passed without any significant 
additions from British yards, and 
tbe most significant develop- 
ment was the removal of Sadi- 
on from the French race. The 
colt is now expected to represent 
Henry Cecil at Epsom instead. 

In some seasons, the news 
that Cecil had decided on his 
Derby runner would set off a 
run at the betting shops, but 
Muice Sadian appeared to reveal 
some rather obvious limita- 
tions when second to High- 
Rise in the Lmgfield Derby 
Thai, odds of 33-1 and more are 
stQI freely available. It is en- 
couraging, however, that Cecil 
is willing to send the colt to Ep- 
som, since with not just Cape 
Vbrdi, but also King Of Kings, 
the 2,000 Guineas winner, and 
his stablemate Second Empire 
also on course for the Derby, 
some had feared that the race 
might cut up to no more than 
a dozen runners. 

.Other trainers too were fi- 
fflftising their Classic plans yes- 
terday, with Bany Hills booking 
Danyl Holland to ride The 
Glow-Worm in the Derby. Hills 
has famously yet to win the Der- 
by despite fillin g any number of 
places in the frame, and The 
Glow-Worm is rated no better 
than a 40-1 chance to give him 
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his first success in eight days’ 
time. His backers are not en- 
tirely without encouragement, 
however, since The Glow- 
Worm will be the only runner 
in the Derby field with a win 
over course and distance to his 
credit. Holland, meanwhile, 
steered the 150-1 chance Blues 
Traveller into third place for 
Hills five years ago. 

Hills will also haw a runner 
in the French Derby, where he 
will be represented by Prolix. 
Three more British-based colls 
are also expected to run at 
Chantilly, with John Dunlop's 
Rabah being joined bv Mudcer 
and Central Park, one of last 
season's best juveniles, both of 
whom run in the royal blue of 
Godolphin. 

Dunlop’s best three-year- 
old, however, is Haami, who fin- 
ished fifth behind King Of 
Kings in the 2,000 Guineas and 
reportedly worked well at 
Goodwood on Wednesday 
evening as part of his final 
preparations for the Derby. 
Accompanied by Silver Patri- 
arch. last year’s St Legcr win- 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Cofway Ritz 
(Ayr 3 JO) 

NB: Tasik Chini 
(Bath 7.25) 

ner, and Right Wing, Haami 
covered about a mile and a 
quarter of the Sussex track. 

• “It was a nice bit of work," 
Dunlop said. “They went a 
good gallop, and Haami came 
up on the outside and quick- 
ened up really well. What was 
nice was that Haami was settled 
and relaxed." 

Haami could form 50 per 
cent of Ham dan al Maktoum’s 
challenge for a third Deity, 
since Alec Stewart's Mulamam 
remains a possible runner at Ep- 
som. The Predominate Stakes 
runner-up had a gentle workout 
yesterday morning, and a deci- 
sion on whether he will run in 
the Classic will be taken before 
the next declaration stage to- 
morrow morning. 

Ian Balding is far from 
amused by a newspaper report 
Unking Pat Eddery to the Der- 
by ride on Border Arrow. The 
trainer insisted that Ray Coch- 
rane, who found trouble in run- 
ning when he partnered Border 
Arrow in the Dante Stakes at 
York, will ride him again in the 
Classic. Eddery, meanwhile, is 
still without a Derby booking. 


McCoy out for three weeks 


TONY MCCOY, the champi- 
on jockey who has ridden 253 
winners this season, has become 
the latest big name to be ruled 
out of the last days of the jumps 
season. He joins Richard Dun- 
woody, Adrian Maguire, Jamie 
Osborne, Paul Carberry, An- 
drew Thornton and Peter NIv- 
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en in sitting out the end of the 
campaign which doses tomor- 
row. McCoy, whose wins this 
term beat the previous record 
of 221 set by Peler Scudamore 
in 1988/89, injured bis back in 
a fall in tbe Marlborough Cup 
last Sunday and is likely to be 
out of action for three weeks. 
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3 00004 HAPPyDAystUBpWBemoDHoHdtSBIl — DwraoUc«M«3 

4 OO MAMAHOONtUBAlPDtepHtaBgtoPHrashiilStJJOWIaaowaWbl 

5 5 OflMEUEp1){Bn(ttai(Do)HlPClappi>4f)eni38 0 : Xftftn* 

6 THE PRESDEK7 (North Racng Farunnp} J L Eym 3 8 S JWrawaA 

7 6 COME Iff SWUNG (USA) CM) (IAeaDura«IMiS»nOEOunbp38i GCertarS 

8 0-5 RBLLBffl (81) (C J Ufcl H Guwt 3 85 Dl«eed2 

BETTWa 7-4 OtBNto, M Cnee to SoShg, 3-1 MBteg, M fftpW OW«. «M The PrasWa* 
2M HatSeHooiii 33-1 often 

697 Party France 3 fl 13 W Ryan *-1 (B Hatary} tt»m (5} 8 ran 
FOftIGUDE 

COME UP SauiJNG. a GoieWMt enter to two other winners, made a promaatg defwt 

fei a NewmarKet maiden, ehowkig pleray ol speed after a stew alert to tenh n wth cd 
•g behind Jn»yehni good teeoftt She w*om a attola dig ha s 1st fona wan a oenge a noe 
■1 the last week after a barren apeL and can corttuttha fine rua The drier nmer 
Hwtyto mprowean Ns debut BOnneie, haH-brather to Breeders' Cup Juven*» werwr 
UnbridtedbSongMnsteriedfnouitBWfwncanssstinga Newbury rwndm « Aprf pH 
soft} He was rta dtegracad In fWehlng 71 m. fifth behind Sica Key Service eta a poor 
start and should appreciate the extra two furionge today. NBUng put it an aye-caKNrq 
pertarmance on bar seasonal debut a tendatfjMtandlad ® fifth oM5 baheid tnchane n 
Noortrfum pit soft) last morari. 01 fiw cow* with mpenence attwhysan, Marda Moon 
showed Sole n two unlaced aftarta tat season wNe Hippy Days, a nmner-cp n maid- 
ens tea year, appeared aa return 10 hs best w«i an urasnosd (33-H faunft, beaten® 
and hampered, batend ArdWgh Chsrmer in a Ftedcar handcap aarter tha month f1m2t 
good to soft). Of the older runners. MartsoTs sola etiort was When shramng ittte in a 
M4 Fat race m Perth test Oacerrteer Bm. good to fkml and the sut-yearatf On 7Jw Off 
Chance hag shown nothing n two runs ass yeat The unraced twee-yeewaW Tba Praa- 
Want , by YeheeUBanaH-brotherto two wmnera. SaCecdon: COME UP SMLNG 

GREIG MIDDLETON STOCKBROKERS COP HANDICAP 
(CLASS C) £7,750 added Ira 2f Penalty Value £5,508 

1 B35&3 DMANAIG PMX (ID) (Ms Join Keansy] M Jcrireton G 9 6 DHotondS 

2 60203 OVBlTOYOU (USA) pZ) (Daw &mo) T DBaon492. JCaaoiB 

3 006400 TOP^(25)(ft(N3rOThPaAStuJ! Slftysr-iSI] .KRlfioal 

4 3685 COLWAY RnZ (12) (H Ccremwi) W 5IOBY4 8 « 0Pten2 

5 46420 BRAVE UONTGOUERt (12) (C) (C J C Mrijwi) Ifcs L PBrtfl 489 WSnft** 

8 60000 BEST OF ALL (22) (Rcben Aid) J Barry 6 B B G Carter 8 B 

7 62-26! ST0WU£BS (22) (CD) (D St OsrJJGdto 7 8 7. _ JBrao4dl3 

6 1X064 BEGORRW(17) (C) (W-fl Ryml DUohatt487 N Pofisnl (7) 7 B 

9 040&6 SWAN ISLAND (11) (K K dam] W Brefxure 476 RlhtanWB 

-Bdedarad- 

Utewun woeft 13 10£i In* harvbatp m&gtit Swan fstesf 7sf KB. 

BETTING: 7* tarn’s Pace. 4-1 Starratese, M OyerU Tbe. 7-1 Tbp Jtn, Cahny «a. « 

AB.B-1 Bim Hmilriiinmli 61 dm 

19». WhH597toenllBSmfl TUjlto |P Mw) OsHl (2) 5 ran 


OV EHTO YOU P" 1 8 

i&sasssssx^^ 

SirSSrty retahed me condeow beet ignorad Uw* 

month {WVhBteBft ""ft BeetrriAl to end she haa yet P hrt torm. 

ten's dme taM « * "™" r ^ * S?^Sii«ntotend to MarK johnsonSywd 
WVANWTSPACE ran wa M SSwSyratod nanticap- Qm. good to rami 

wiwt tedd. a behind 9ck w A Pwrrt in aBwgw ^ ntoferm on trie a^weaft- 
two weeks «n Hewa»runn«^ on | « *»*e t fte^*4^__| WtiM>aarrl ^^dnoggarses 
at He tw iSasf 2t oaod to ^ 

wnen wel behnd Mrantoe- >***"^5 .SShwyeH chance on h« ettedna «j- taj fij 
ncn^wdiwaywlWrW^^^SKift) S al ec ri ore VHWW5 FWCE 
of H 2'/J behind Largasse at Mak t*m 4t gooo oon > 

msBrsarats ssa- awgj: 

_ 2— MntmfcialwftrtiiBWBnMlcura*? i -- -■ ■— 


- J toTAIV» 

1 *J*a jSSbSBB-- 

a UJU- GOeffTHTTCWWO pgWfChtoMOdJ 

5 0«o UOWTWE r«) paatei 

5 s»4 »SS^WS»S*3TSmS* ; 


jmtopji 


7 frfiCBS K^UWEpilCtoadiFWJriniaDMrt^ 30 

- TVcnon Tte 8-1 Setae Lad, Forty Late, 

BETIWa MW, *4 to wm W H 1 7 coon 

^'SS^JSwS , BB wr«i4.i (DBrakirt raiwnB Tran 

i^H^flSfwhon & fourth bahkvf Ttoden id ftey- 

SUPSTHEAM m two mfias 

dock ‘ ‘ J 

wtkdi 


DW wn «i fite soft- He may be when tenth 

i J ra ra rara TVooon Tina ran p oonykw * QfwhiS wwrtousty pot in a riuch 

s^EW^MSasSrasaBESs 
“M^jaSIBSWSsiBBS 

the Sind haa rat run fix a yw 

C&BRAT1QN CAKE (JlfiBKH ¥S^!^iISjjOM 70 6— .WSwAS 
aSGAUfis m (W (FSHtom « Tnolnn «TOA JCknhllflm' Halt tSi 9 B 


0*9- 
wworhas 
WBti The 

4^0 ] 

1 60800- 


i S *si&2ZsE£! 

4 3004-3 ~ J?KEo7 

5 ma ROSABOTALE (l^gksy AVfad) W S^H/ 4 9 i rr7X^L~T„ kiumi 

7 


492 . 

cu4jaoue4si 


DHoflsodS 

— R Lafffc 10 
.G Carter 2 V 


8 -00062 KDllftSIA TO f Curttfa IfaG Bw^-rp Tilfctuawma 

1 2S5S pwp)» 

j Bimui 


3.50 


9 DOOM WLUTOWWn^aHirrmiijw.^^--^- 

« 00000 Da«8H1{tteW(ta^»iM^9wh147G 

It 44000- AUSAOARA (234) (GJ Atom) 

-Il dOCVH 1 ' 

MsiHun umb&e nt >0b fan haniftap we»Q hC /featfa ra -_ 1 ,,w i r ^ ' fl t l ferf. 7-i 

BETTING; 7-2 Daaad CaL 5-1 Rosa toyala, Kraneta, 1V2Tbe Nunwai «*w°n » *»«• * 
Sepia, HF1 CetebrattonCd*. 124 **•*• 

WSomatten Boy 79 13 G DuffaM 5-1 (P Q**^*"*^ ° rsn 

Roea Royale put ti her bea p«mr ^^wfw tf^ataftT 

riag«atfsfS«S3w^ gs fe 

atNewtaa- 
goodao 
n aThorit 


Catterick 


HYPERION 

2.00 Acurfa 230 Miss Dangerous 3.00 Good 
Haral 3-30 Such Boldness 4-00 Silk Cottage 4.30 
Pleasure Time 


GOING: Good. Good to Firm n places (wsteredl 
STALLS; hade 

DRAW ADVANTAGE; Low tor St when stals lor sWa 
•LBft-hand cause undub&ng and Bharp. Not sUtabb tor the long- 
striding horse. Run-in 3t0yds. 

•Course b NW d town on Afioe. Doifington sabon 14m - bus 
service to coutbsl ADMlsaOtb Club £tl ; tateraals £7; Counn 
FSffin [aider Vs free hto ol enctaurefil CAR HARK: Reserved 
area £2, romaindar Free. 

•LEADING TRAINERS: J Berry 23-162 (M2%1 Mrs U Rave- 
ley '6-84 1W»L J LEyra 13-105 (124%). 

•LEADING JOCKEYS: J Fortune IB-16 (63%). L Chantoek 
14-145 (dm A CUhane 9-104 (67%). T WHHame 7-90 (78%). 
•FAVOURITES: 63-443 (413%). 

BUNKERS) FIRST HUE: Coilscar (230). 


1 CROFT SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
i C2^S00 added 1m 5f 175yds 

1 0060 WJ2AH (USA) (32) (D) R Bastman t> 9 4 _H Ba*iin*n (3) 7 

2 BO DANCER (J197) K rtsgg 4 8 6 DWriqMS 

3 2205 BROOESSA (133) (DJ lAsURBWby 66 C — _ACbBanafl 

4 OfttS- GOOD HAND (USA) (245) (D) SKetBewd 1286 JRatuneS 

5 505®- JABAROOT (422) U VAnfl 7 B 12 .A Whiter 5 

6 50006 KNOW) (4) (C) (D) K Hogg 68 6 LCtanwfc4 

7 06640 NUKUO (ISA) (18) G0kttyd68 6. .. >JtHoflgaon2V 

6 3X30D- SABU(314)RFal»)i6Bfi JOdonl 

9 20-600 TANCRS3 mSOBEF (Zfl 0 Barter 7 B73«nny Banaon (7)8 

-Bdadraad- 

BETTTNG: 64 Good Hand, 4-f Bradcaaa, M HJzah, 5-f Kioto, 12-1 
Thnraed Machta 18-1 Bo Daoear, Eafau, 33-1 ottrara 

CALDERPRINT RATING RELATED 
MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS F) £3,000 


3.30 


2.00 


STAPLETON MAIDEN AUCTION 
STAKES (F) £3,000 added 2YO fillies 5f 

0 RED VENUS (14) J Berry B 7 CLawtber7 


added 1m 4f 

1 544 REV0UIT10N(l1)RW»ais49a RCod»am2 

2 WS- SUCH BOLDNESS (324) fcfca G totenny 4 9 9 — J Fortune 3 

3 00400- EIBMTY(185) JFaidraae4 96 .....OHantamA 

4 -32340 ALDWVCHARR0W(1QMBel386 AQMN1 

~4dadarad- 

BETTMG: 74 AWwych Antra, 94 Such Bnktaest, 3-1 Revolutian, 9-2 
Bandy 


0 TAUARA (23) J Bethel 87— 
e» MSHA (HJ NTrtdBr84-.. 
50 RIDDLE (OP Bon 84- 


THE NURSE RWtontt 84 

53 ACURU (1 1)4*5 PDuffiaU fl 1,_.. 
00 GO BALLY GQ (18) R Cregip 31.- 


KU0WE HRL 0 tattri B 1 .. 


25 WTDNT (52) (BF) 0 Cbcgraie S 1 

4 PWDE Of L0NDUBH (IB) U Diinn B 1 „ 
00 RB)fflSSIA{t1)D9i1Dl8l. 


DHartiaone 

lUmTtnkter 1 

ACutwoeB 

R Cochrann 11 

J Quinn 5 

DVMgtrt3 

P Feeney [3)2 

.JLomT2 




PEN HILL CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS 


£3,000 added 5f 


.JtlHtaU 

...S Money 4 

S SPECKLED GEN (f 8) P&snsBt AMcholk(7)8 

40 SUPBtSIHDQ(1QCFelrtuiiiei — LCtamocklO 

-ISdadarad- 

BETTIN&M Ano1a,7-ZP«to«Ty,6-1 Pride Of LonctebL, 7-1 fteaha,KM 
Rad Vanua, Rkkfa, 14-1 Tha Nurae, Super arteeu, 16-1 othara 


2.30 


GWNTON HANDICAP (CLASS E) £3,750 
added 3YO 6f 


1 60404 HOWL DREAM (8) (B)J Barry 9 7 CUwfiNrU 

2 -Z3TJ6 KUSTOMMTKArewmSBoranBSZ^ ..CtagiteWM 

3 002W) JUSTHILLWp) CftrjerflS DHantenS 

4 6000 S8BSataNATOR(ie<»Ltoiiaai2 LCteenoekl 

5 12 CHARLES BaflX (21) (D)(BF)JJDNal B11 _.J Fortran 7 

6 3SDH MS5DMBEmiSBQP)MQi*nBn -AWhehnA 

7 2-OOCB PIGH)N(Z) (CO) D Barter BB TWWann2 

8 OOOQO DAffNABEE(2fl (D) NTHiferBS JOmTW4ar9 

a HA78URNES(32)MWEaM*ty84 ORHktoBB 

0 043200 SNAWnUES(4)(D)MD0ds76 S Money 11 V 

If 04605 DAWN PATROL p) K Hogg 7 6 DW^ma 

V VMB5 SINa FOR AC (1J R tteWtead 7 C PUOdkm^W 

e 56000 HSCH PRHJE (7) A DUam 7 tt. PFaaaay (3)3 

14 005-50 COILACAR (60) S Bowing ?D JOtoiSB 

-MdadMd- 

dflramum weight la fflb. Tru* ftenficap vw*jft CMacarWIto 
BETTMQ: 7-2 Charilie Bride. 9-2 Uss Dangerona. 11-2 Royal Dram, 
8-1 StegForUa. 10-1 JU’cMOi', Mb Hnrtrattr, 12-1 KuatoraKtrCate, 
Dawn Patrol, 14-1 ofiiare 


1 56305 PALACBGAlEJACKt11)(CQ(BR JBaoy79l .CLnoBiarJB 

2 05066 BALANCE THE BOOKS (18) (0) J Mbs 3 9 0 — J Fortran 6 

3 00004 •60BtTRADB)(3B)(Cft B%BHrf78H -k» Wufc (5)9 B 

A THC#WCH*IRE WfeElRanatSSO J4 tomedy ID 

5 420035 SU COTTAGE (22) (0) R Bastinsn B 8 9 RCodaanaS 

6 50060 Mdm«SE(28)(D) JHa*3are584_ — SMakraayS 

7 0060 KDim£THy0B) JNwto4B4 JUM§8 

8 CAPWOARA JUtetria3B2 LCtaamockl 

9 40600 NEWHARGEN (T) M Ckem 3 8 1 JVWwteo7 

fj 84802 SUPER Ga. (») (O) C Dwyer 3 7 TO PFaaeoy(3)4 

'-lOdackaad- 

Beiwa MSwwGaaw fttotaT)aM74S»Coto» 7-1 Ptoca- 
graa Jack, 10-1 BaianceUia Booka. IM Nmtoqan, KM Ttaphy^ Can- 
Ire, Caprioan, 25-1 othara 


4.30 


WENSLEY SPRINT HANDICAP (CLASS 
D) £5,000 added 5f 

1 22600 CUMflfflA/J CARUSO (IB) TEassrty 39 O.XCharnocklO 

2 20060 BOWLERSBCrtfl^p) JJQ4r)B9B SByime|7)4 

3 02006 ROttLDOIAE(14)f3) MVIbna894 AWhehnS 

4 0RM5 ARJAN (29 (CO) J Barry 3 93 CLraBftarB 

5 0530-1 PLEASURE THIS (14) (D) C &rafl 5 S 3 J Fortune 1 V 

B 00006 MA/TEAIOA (3) (CD) S Bowing 5 B CRngue(3)8B 

7 03040 SUPHWT(7)(D)BUatelaii6BB_ RCodatewB 

8 -32404 JUSTDlSSDBiT(B)(D)(BF) RVIMaiar686.~JQulnn11 

9 032B54 RUDEAMAKENHQpi)(D)C5wtaral484TWnraaa2B 

■0 46000 DANGSHAN(t3}MWEaaMby383 DWdgM7 

11 50006 TWKWS SURPRSE (Ifl W J Baking 4 7 13— Jl CariWa 3 

-11 dactered~ 

BETTWa 3-1 Pteetrae7S®s.MArjan. 8-1 Sowfera Boy ^afOsaUeot 
8-1 Royal Doha StyetH, 10-1 note Awakettog. 12-1 oitiare 


Stratford 


HYPERION 

aio Cheater 6 j 40 Mutawal 7.10 Riverbank Rose 
7 A0 Double Thriller 8.10 Mr Ptayfull 8.40 
Baltedur 

GOtMG: Good (Goodtoftm « ptaces, watered). 

•Left-hand cause with 200yds run-in. 

•Course to SW ot Stratford-otvAwn an A43ft Stndfoid stafion 
trv ADMISSION: CUt £13 ; 'Mtorsati £9: Course BL CAB RARfG 
takte course £2. rarraindBr free. 

•LEADING TRAINERS: M P^e26-102 (275%), P Hobb* &67 
BZA%i K BaHey W«S (203%), T Forotar tM4 (227%). 
•LEADING JDCaiEVSc A P McCoy 2B-127 (Z2«4 R Johnacn&BZ 
fia3%l N Wlltomsioo 1S-S7 (15£%), M A Rtzgeraid 13-57 (223%). 
•FAVOURITES: 100-493 (305%). 

BUNKERED HRST TIME: Crieteter Ntored. Ot^WB \ Fty (BAp). 


7.10 


TARMAC CONSTRUCTION I 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS] 
E) £3,000 added 3m 3f 


1 5P60P LEAR JET (USA) (15 UPk» 5 00 DMaadB 

2 1/4291 LAKEFlBJi LEADER GU) NHandeaon7lt Tt II A Rtz&arakl 

3 32-64U NORDIC VALIEV (IflUPto 7 11 8 RTtantai 

4 02B50 JET BOYS (43) UsJ ftfcnsiB 10 3 BPeantf 

5 368301 RWERBA>«ROSE{M)(CO)WQay7C8 JlJoftnaon 

S 22032 ON 1IY TOES (8) R F»a 7 B 3 J Frost 

7 P-4352 WHREBONNET (83) C Jackson Btt0_J«aa 3 JacfcaonB 
S 255300 WD4TO) ROSE (17) N8ssPV4lAtb7 t)0_„JArSttirw*(3)' 

9 3P9P44 SAUCY HUN (12) P rtattCOO. Ertasboalp) 1 

0000366 HAPPY HORSE fag (21) N H»4ia TI O 0-^C UeareByn 

-tOdadarad- 

UUamimMclOit Tnmfm»^iKigt*s:WTi^Xinnet6si9Si, WSrtar 
Rose A» Saoq> Nun Btt 4b hhpw tosa » 3Bx 

BETTING: 2-1 ItfulWd I aailnr S-1 »rart«nk Roaa.7-1 Jal Boys. 8-1 
NonSc Valay, On Hy Tbe*. WhAabomat, 12-1 Lear Jot, BIMar Rose, 
16-1 others 


KNIGHT FRANK NOVICE 

Vi 


17.40 


6^01 HANDICAP CHASE (CLASSI 


D) £5,000 added 2m 5f 11 0yds 

1 333641 BAffORD80UBfiGN(ld(qnJIMaM6eOfiJoliMne 

2 iFffl 0RCIBIRALSUIE(n}(C)UsGRgaQnO9 B JYJlfeBKf(S} 

3 H51F2 ORDOG M0R M (C) U Iteaghar 9 11 7 UAFteganid 

4 123621 OANftE B4P (t2) (CO) A Cwttl t) TI 7 BPmral 

5 500PQ2 L0UQHTlaiY(14) (1^ FitomflllA DGateghra 

Q 323503 MLLERSF0RD(I4)(D) NQeH4ee7Dll CLleawAyn 

7 825303 PSS^BRAnHWAfTE(20) UssP WhftfleB t)6 — J Cotoly 

6 TSP43 CHEATER (4) (D) UsLPICfiaRS7T06 MEBdranteV 

8 6630 TCHTFSTpa) WasHKnjgUSDS JIFteranl 

x tamp rosshj. island pi) lbs J nmen7t)3 b canto 

II F1F202 SAX0H HEAD (3S)P Hobbs 8 60 ; — MrRWdg*r(7) 

6 2P25P1 PEARL'S CHOICE (27) J UcComoche tVD SKdM 

OP4ftra T0UCHSttyERP)Hlten«ra860 AD0M«ng(q 

w RSBtiF BAUYOTFWLADf48|PrjT1lcG£»Bin9tJ0JlrSaaeekp) 
-TAtfadand- 

Mtrtouir »e«ftc »bt Sub /mSap ae&tcfimttS OtkeM 71 A touch 
SHrer Bst 7b SatygAi led M 7ft 

BETTING: M Sarara Mead, 7-1 (Mog Iha; 8-1 Bated Sowrafga, LDagb 
Ifdn PanfB CMce. HM Orebadal tola, Eta* toy* MteafaRt Reifi 
Rat, Roasefl Wand, BaflygrMo Ud, 12-1 others 


I WEATHERBYS CHAMPION RTM 
'NOVICE HUNTER CHASStlll 
(CLASS H) Z7JSOO added 3m 41 
t moz BAUSTEBOS (20) UsBIhomsonB 66Ma 87braasn(7) 

2 lUffll BANNM91 llOR @ >1 H. BurtaUga 7 6 0 KrTHNam 

3 IWSi DOUB^ THrauiS (3(9 RC Wilts BBO-JArJTtaradfq 

4 6-Tfl RUSE TAB. (23) R Barba'S 60 IbrTINSfiiefiffl 

5 MPPP GOLDS! DROPS (NZ)(M)PRcfl 660 — tfrAWMap) 
8 PIF61 GOreKMICWirniVlddkraite660talVMfttnto< 

7 323331 OOOO LOCKS*? GUY ( 

T21PTI WGH GUARDIAN | 


61 Pn MGH GUARDIAN (12) TLJoan»6Q — MbsPJooeil 

9 -Iisa LAST OPTION (I-!; R'Ma6 60 MraF N aa tto m( 

« ffiP22 IMSS(l2)(BriGSm#9eo JSrMRtatf 

H 21644 COOU/AWN LADV (6) W Hsfic^r 9 11 9 — Mr B R Foeter (7) 
e XHJ23 tETTLES (2^ U Dnel 11 11 9 terAPWpar 


iOSI m'Hmima'v BJUrACdonaa^ 
-ndadarad- 


BEmNftM DoottelliriesWnto'taMBmB^bltafiMH^Go 
LratOpdot, ILflag, tM BaMaroA WaatetadrOteenWatooi 


— Tffl RACING CHANNEL HANDICAP CHASE 
■ 1U ) (CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m 4# 

1 F002P5 ROHEH SJCY [1 4) 0 Sherwood 7 SIO JAMcCWtayB 

2 BF6U4 JAieSP1GGMMP|pBft1l8- 


6.40 


CROSBY HOMES MIDLANDS] 


SELLING HANDICAP HUROLSittl 
(CLASS G) £2,000 added 2m 110yds 

1 60465 ISLAND VISION (34) (D)J<7aw 871 6 JUcbael Braonen tf 
£ UDINE GLOWING PATH (FI*' ^ R Hod0e» 8 1M2 JHattbp) 

3 1454P PHALAR0PE(t2)(O^ M*R1tei»JBytlt112JarSDra«e*B 

4 2065 BRtGHSTONE (30) (P) (BF) M Hp* 5 TI tl CMwde 

5 335300 HUB OF JACKS (8$ (QJ) Pftebtean t) JhRWidgar p) 

B STOOD FUON « (CO)J AlanS ft 9 XAbprae(3) 

>7 86444 CUttJ-WCAPBtp9fl(CB)T*l(«*i6T1 S.-HAFtegwrid 

8 05IDDR Mli-IRY(2^(D)JlonggTi 1...... JOalaghia B 

a 3630 COUNT OF HJWBB (PH) (BF) K MvgenS V C-A3Sn*i 

O5033P4 NfGHTT1ME(1Q{CO)HHBw6fii0 GShanUa(^ 

fl 4X630 EXCLUSION K WJHsBralon 9 OS RGMflftr 

E 30404 DOtfT WORRY WKEpTJJ Spearing 4 1) 3 ClieaiaByn 

E 060000 FlAHWPS FUST (4) RJPriaa4 Bl MGrWn(5) 

U 636 FP OC^OFrieaUE(26}M&sttr8SO^apMfia&bBf(9 

E -PPP45 IflDWIAU (27) (D)R WaiBtJO VSWray 

EDP0G00 SFB4CSt STAUDWE (17) &astn Ftoo iCD.S Grthai* (7) 
J705R508 NOBTKQW NATION (9) raVVa^OCO.-^R-tohnaonV 

E -PfflDO BBEBALDVatnWECZajflDJFQwilIttO UfCRaa 

« 6PD04 EAUBOIireWHCafcmlBB7O0 RThonton 

20 44605 SltgroHWGfflataLWtoiBon5 60 SMcNeH 

-20dactered- 

n mut 1UL Doe fiandcra>ira«fra: Abanfifisf 13ft Spencar 
: 9sf lAflaintf Wrtaeftf HA Bair 

HSTOSsnofcamfcb^wat 
BET71N& 7>l BrigbatK*, 8-1 Owing Pad^ Pair Of Jacks, CuDBnCe- 
per; &XBt Of Randara. Nofflieni Habon. 1&-1 DotflWonyiWra.12-1 


3 1t223T MUTUAL ACTffjfW (4) PNBafirB 113 tojiteJTtearafffi 

4 1FTO2 mPUYFUU.B(BF)RR«86fl JFM« 

5 RM22 BRAES0FMAB(41)p^NHmdaacnBB8JIAHt®aiald 

6 F4ZZ30 CA1SRUN(104)(gj Upon 667 RSun* 

7 WO COMMANCteCRSK(4)MPipe863 RJohnaonB 

8 333B34 DROMHANAflT) PtechcteB W0 H Thornton B 

8 21-240 SOME DAY SOON f34) UandbtxiB JJ0 AlrS Strongs (7) 

-9dadarad- 

tatoun welgtt IM .7Ijjb AaicdcBp ategrtE Oromtena 9st 12b, Sam 

UnrSMiwra. 

BCTTWG: 4-1 Mutual Agreement, 5-1 Jarata Ptgg. 11-a Breee Ot Hat. 
6-1 Hr PlayML 7-1 Fathar Sky, Cate RUo, 8-1 Droohan, 10-1 ffihaa 

IftAO l OXFORD NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
Q) £ 3 , 750 added 2m 110 yds 

1 16044 BAHADUR (USA) (14) (D) 10b J Pftiwi 5 tl 6 SPowaB 

2 041 L0VEY0m*LU0(6(34) p) M RpGSft C Jlxwar 

3 061 MAJOR CHANGE P)(0) Wee Gkfitewa? 8 n B_T5Bradte» 

4 6462 PB(AYM(C9Mfta5TI4 C Maude B 

5 06S34 TISSUE OF UES (31) (b) J AWint 5 11 4 — HARbgenM 

.056 UJNICEBA(21)P)RAInBre6fi JArRWdgra(7) 


AGENT (FJ12) SCc 
DBJVUAlin GOLO 
0 FITTO 


JS6-B^. 

R Sknpaon 7 V 6 

'566. 


, _ . JTO BUST «3)N Babbage 5 

EP230IP (TS WAUACeT .1 J C PoLWy S T) T2 


000 MASTER 

06 TYCOON 

PUD- LB8ANDLADY 
NAVAN ' 
006P PROPHt 


.Gtoppai 

rJ0wKi(7) 

CUawaByn 

WtotonP) 

AJotaaon 


) T George 8 » 12 

}GLItoMB5ttt£. - .MBatetMtorfB 

J Jaffeoai 867. EOSagban 

4E7„' J Magas (3) 


„ ,_.,CC»wra5D7 RTborttm 

« p SHARP MOVE (FI 4fl) Mbs HXrighia 67— JCafiolir 

V ElLAWtC (FIDO) UraMJowa 462 HrSDutaftH 

-17 declared - 

BETnNG: M Loaoy<Mn*Mia,4-1 Bafiatta M UalorCbnge.T-l htot 
Ttaae Of tM W Iradeara, U-1 Vt WMca. 1 B-1 othara 


Wolverhampton 


49’S HANDICAP (CLASS C) 
£10,000 added Gf 


HYPERION 

2.10 Be Warned ZAO China Castle 3.10 Bret 
Malte 3.40 Maybe Special 4.10 State Approval 
4.40 Lady Jazz 


GOQ4G: Standanl 
STALLS: 71- outsida: rest - nskte 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: ligh tram Bf to im 4t 
•Fterasond, left-hand, oval courea 

•Cause Is N of ion>n on A44G Woherriampton station tn. AD- 
UtSSIOht cub £TS; Tattersafa £6 (DAP mambers of Oamond 
Ctob D4); Viewing Restauanl C2S90 Indudng antranco and maaL 
CAR PARK: free 

•LEAD04Q TRAINBtS: R Hnflfciahaad 70-644 (109%). MJohn- 
ston 9BG64 (223«i J Barry 4B623 (B2*4 P (BBiq. 

^LEADING JOCKEYS: S Sandora 44-351 (125%). Q OuflteU 
29-182 (63%), J F Egm «-H5 (6.7^ A McCarthy *-122 (143%). 
•FAVOURITES: 46-1291 (325%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: TbPlMJyn (2-K^ General Song 
^foored, 240), Plwanlx Princess (44CQ. ZobaMa (4A0), Ketlali 
[vtsored.410). 


3.10,, 


llWn (CIJ IVI4J W earaw ■ 

00600 KWG0FITO(1*BmNUlnWte'598-Alfc»toWT 

010-14 WOLFHUNT pfi) (CtJ) P IM5l395 j SawdM B g 

00640 SAMWAR(13)m M»GKafcway6a3 jt nreueft 13 

10240 TTMETOFCf (38) (CD) BMurray 5B ft OawanqfdB 

6030 IIAUJAfft? (CD) TD Baffin 587 JF EaaalO B 

•onwn ZBCfS DANCS1 (IT) (CD) EAWon7B4 — PH*ta»2 

«M ARWN DA (11) B FUtog 3 83 TSprakall 

23301 FBBT MATTE (12) (C) (D) S Bowing 582 ® ® 

OBM SANTA FAYE (13) (0) B Pafing 3 7 18 Runaraon pq S 

it 6342 PlOUffl BARON pqTOBmant 37* AJMd^ya 

e *640 FWOFSWDB(23)(r9R»W37* 

* 00016 IIYTYS0NWKUaM37t) J4&*d(3)5 

-isdadand- 

iMmummigtc 7sn0b. TrwluniStxpwigtoMyTpaoTitBBx 
BETTING: 76 FM Malte, 8-1 Ktog Of Pare, Stete Of Caoboa, M 2lg- 
i Dratoat 8-1 M«Ma 10-1 Tlaulb Fte WURtont 12-1 Arlan Da, 1«-l 

~ ■_ Kvlmi 


3.40 


2.10 


CLOWN AMATEUR RIDER HANDICAP 
STAKES (G) £2,500 added 1m 100yds 

TOO* BE WARNED (11) K3(P) J Pemi»7 11 7_Mra LPBBR* 2 V 
3271 00 nMMNSymffiNy(*(QPfiwB4n4J»A6anBn5y 
06000 MRNEVBBIND(ie)(Q|P)GLH»afi1lOJtoJHom7 
040000 KMGCHB>BOY(6}p)Mnyan9*B — MrSLawUn{6)6 

00600 TALVUm (t5) N Bany 4 B 8 MteaEFoflaf (7) Jl 8 

06660 GAJAN(11)BUeadf\495 MteaEJJoaaaRI 

362040 CHB3VUL GROOM (13) D Stow 7 93 AtoSB«tey8 

8 220300 DONrORDFBOieS(ia}(D|RlteGMi093JCMjnftiaieV 
B 003633 )«DGNDBeiD1)NUBn]den4931baJ.Unstot(l)10B 
* 06480 DREAM CARRE) (71) R|))RI%*oi*t)03 JfaiCRraack f}3 
It 0BQ6O raP6N0RTH)^(D) PPi*Tfy903 — MnAPrady(5)4 
H 6F5000 WJNSTDN DUTOAM (13) N LBnxxtai493 JkfDGrrtar p]9 
D 000500 APRIL JAOCSONft3)P&to)4&3.Ib Staphm Harrison ft 13 
-I3dactend~ 

llhtoum ae/giK M 3b. Thra handfcap wafefra: ChaertU Groom to 10b 
Don’t Drop Bemfia MAh Heed Gartner ferati Dream darter w 3ttl 
OpmurBsl 71b, DunaUnDufpm*si,ApMMttmMUb. 

BETTING: 54 Be Wbtnad, 8-2 RdBanSirafteonih 7-1 HaadGmtanar.B-l 
HrNmarariML Cbaraftd Gram, W-J MngtMpBqs Draft &np Bomba, 
12-11 


EDWIN ROOPE 80TH BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £4,400 added ZYO 6f 

BAUYCROY RNSt B McMAan 9 0 .JPEgmS 


0 GOLD HONOR P0 TO BUeeter 90 
08 JAMPETW ABanwrBO 


juttbuits 

DEHggpe 


22 MAYBE SPffilAL TO PF) p Harinn 9 0 ..A McCarthy (5) 3 

NO WARNING Sr MftlBcdt 90 GDuOahil 

0 PAiSSIANBLLSTO NUMortmSO — .TGMcUnghfin4 

&ANTANDRE R HoinriBSd 9 0 D Hayden (7) 7 

0 aaiHlTW(25) MB3yaaoB9 D Sweeney 3 

-tttedWd- 

BETTMtG: 46 Maybe Special, 9-0 No tonfiDB, 7-1 GoW Honor, Partaiaa 
Bhn, 14-1 Sartamka, 181 BflOynroy Rhur. 23-1 Jaape!, Hour tTOr 


A ini UON SELUNG STAKES (CLASS G) 
^■ IU| £2J00 added 1m 4f 


2.40 


GROUPER CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS 
F) £3,000 added 1m If 79yds 

1 -2TO3 CMNA CASTLE (Jill) (C) P Hadam 59 * —P Goode (7)2 

2 Qfi06 GENSIAI.SONG (71) KlifcAtA0e49 T) NTtobuBSY 

3 62356 SUGAHAWK (78) (CO) J OSh«B9T)_„ JFnNngl 

4 OnDG W CHI SAGA (USA) (B)GL Moore 8 9 5. W Ryan 13 

5 00W) SHARPEST (1^JSMorao496 P P MtesrjUqr (B) S 

6 -2106 BONGO (34) (CD) (BF) P EwriS 492 JFEgntl 

7 000566 EASTLEKW(92)RHota»iBKf992 UaaWriaraipJW 

8 32006 MY HANDSOME PRMX TO P Bean 6 8 2. J) Dabby (1)8 

0 8fM03 SAKHAROV fll) (CD) PEcdteSB 2 A McCarthy (3) 7 

fi 05002 PORTTTESOPWE(M) (C)MMt2ri7BtZ Dteanwgh(7)4 

11 25500 POSE CHAM (1^ N Unnodan 5 8 II 0Swenay12 

B 060 S«MNCB1TONSffi»i38* ADWWbbbB 

6 06040 FROUCIQNG (95) WG M Turner 3 7 12 SHghton(7)B 

-ISdadarad- 

asnwa 3-1 Cbbra Caatta. 76 Bongo, 4-1 HCU Saga, 8-1 SugeHaa*. 
7-1 Brtham; 10-1 Gananl Song, 12-1 Pntita Sophia, 14-1 oUuara 


4.40 


1 5-1300 AVANT1 BLUE (38) (p) K McAiifte 4 V 0 JFEjjana 

2 42EII SDOEAPPHCW»L(32)(Cl^MBSSV*n5100JICiam(7)7 

3 J®BAU(USAJ(JB5JOShaB59» VStednylV 

4 00806 SODA POP pfl (D) G L Moore 4 B id Candy Mania 5 

5 BOSOM BAL(J25)NSni»i4B5 8DVmtana4 

6 asm- SNA'S RISK (SSQ KWtaonw495 KWMariafi 

7 00/66 PRWCESSBaKWTtH^WChy595 ~ADaty(3)8 

8 &» FHJ0NYC29) D to*raySm#i36 7 A McCwtby (3) 2 

->8dBdand- 

BEnwa463a»ApqrowLMrtflfflBBkio,10-t Soda Pop, 18-1 Enanars 
FBafc, Felony. 25-1 Boaora PaL Prfacaes BaBort 33-1 Karla! 

ANGEL HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3,000 
added /Biles A mares 7f 

1 4106 riSMTHB>OST(14^(CO)VSoenB51)0 F Norton 8 

2 000-11 PHARAOHS JOY TO ANawoonto599 J>PHiophy(J)5 

3 00-400 PHOBfiX PHWCESS (1H) UssGKaAMey497JFEgBOl1 8 

4 4WBI ABBB«GTO(n(P)BPaing393- DtoeanayB 

5 0660 20BAJDA (IQ M Jarvis 393 PRnbtoaonl 0 

8 00630 G4LDER8LEVE (15) N Baiy 3 & 13 -MAdmS 

7 00336 MAJJUMOON (7) G Johnson toughton 4 B ‘C.P Dobba(7)3 

S MD00 WU.TOWNpi)|C?Pl*ip»y48n FlynetnO 

0 42402 LADY JA2Z(1B)TJNa^*m38U GDiftald4 

D 3*5005 HOLLY MJStC (IB) G Marganstn 4 8 10 D Biggs 2 

1) DSHD RMBIB49GH(11) Watstxwr»588 A McCarthy (3) 7 

V /DOM MAStMORAH QJSA)(Z1)TVM484 LNamtoniZ 

-Udaderad- 

BETTMO: 76 Aibateg, 61 totafbepoBt, Lady 7-1 nranobH JIbk 
U o0y Masfc, M Zobakia. 161 Rtoar Entogn, 12-1 ttftara 


Bath 


HYPERION 

6L25 Conoisseur Bay 6^5 Chocolate Souffle 
7JZ 5 Hillsvrick 7.55 Emperor Naheert 8J25 

Cornflower Ftekts 835 Coolhi Rhrer 

GOING; Gbod to Firm. 

STALLS: Straight - far skis; round couse - Iraida 
UtAW ADVANTAGE: Low test in ST & 51161 yds. 

•Left-hand, galoping course. Rxjt fiolong run+i blinds to the 
left and is upriH d tha way 

•Cause is 2m NW at aty near A43L Bath s t a t i on 2m. 
ADMtSBION: Cub £13; Ttoteresls £ft Sterer Rtog £5; Come £2. 
Cytn PARK: Centre of course £S for car pfejsdriwr and £2 for 
each ooBsenoor. rerraitndBr tree 

•LEADtMSTRAINERS: R Cbarton 17-SA (315%), P Goto 1468 
(206%). M Ctrannon 14- TB (nfl%). J tBO> 9-54 (VTM,). 
•LEADING JOCKEYS: J Rom S-DS (K»*X T Quinn 15-120 
(05%). R Hughes 1361 (143%). T Sprak* 12- 131 (9.7%) 
•FAVOURITES: TSI -437 (34S%1 
BUNKB1ED FIRST HUE: Unto (BSSJi 


735 


HAYMAKING CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,000 added 3YO 5f 11yds 

4-4400 5WEROR NALEBI (11) B Ifeehan 9 7 TOrtonSB 

536 PERCW»WW*U-8r — JWd7 

0 LEAVE ITTO ROONEY (IS) R ftxtjpsS 3 J 1 P Murphy (3) 8 

00006 LAUOURA (31) R BrafiKWi B 6 AMadkayZ 

5P600 GOLOBIACRES (15) JNnlB&5 R Branch a 

2BMS MBS SCOOTER (38) A P Janes 8 4 SDtowmI 

0 OTESS (24) W Gunner 82 Sngjttn(7)4 

8 CBCQ5- VER0ANrBIPRE88(2«l)WGM'SiTw8Z^TSprato3 

9 60000 HSRESS OF MEATH (2) MUstw BD PDo*(5)S 

-9d«taad- 

BETTING: 64 Emperor NMmhbii, 61 Pracy-R 76 UnSooota; 18-1 Loan 
9T6 Rodney; Vantert Eapnm, 161 GoUanaeras, 28-1 lomonra, Dyene, 
Hakes* Ot Meatb 


8J25 


6.25 


GRriTLETON MAIDEN STAKESFTOJ 
(D) £5,000 3YO 1m 2f 46ydS BUI 

8 AMCfTHBl BEVELED pi) A P Jonro 9 0 RPaHarS 

32 ODflKXSSHJRBAYTO^PQiAYtef^emdtLJRaUS 

HB4RY tEALD P Makri B 0 DGdfBth*p)1 

t Quinn a 

fl Price 4 

UtOafi 


PHAYUHA KM LOVE A ftewcartB 90. 
TTMMYSlWXaLESDButMBO — 

32-40 WWOUryONDfflTOBttoflO 

- 6 declared - 


BETTING: 4-Q Comoisaam Bay, 7-2 Way Out Yoodar; 10-1 Hanry Haald, 
2D-1 Another Bavtod, as-1 Pheyufta Kiri Low, Tbomy-sltetete*. 


c cel E.B.F. SWAINS WICK MAIDEN Em 
I (D) £4^00 ZYO IBfles5f161ydsfiUI 

CHOCOLATE soumfp Goto an .TCkdmH 

0 CRICKETS SONG (1 1) B Meehan 8 ft RHu^w13 

DANCWGfflSElLEMBterfrariafl M/fla71 

DtVWE LADY A Jarva B ft D Sweeney 1 

0 FEARLESS LADY (11) V Boaie 6 It I C Rutter 5 

NAVERf jSlOweSft ! R Price 12 


9VSH UBjOOV B UBBtOll B ft - 


JITUftMS 


0 KARAKUL TO MFflthraatcivQrtteyB ft -TSpnkeB 

(JTTl£<9f RHenroiSIf DnOftdlO 

PHNCESS FOLEY D Haydn Jonas 8,11 SDrmobS 

SHGWOLFF P Mskri & ft SSanrters? 

ftJUS LADY K Brake Bit J Raid 7 


RPertaamB 

_S«Utonrth4 


13 VEGA NEUTRAL P Shakespeare 611- 

M ZOLA POWER QL Moore B 11 

-14doetend- 

BETTWft M Cbocohae Souffle, 5-1 LUe Gera, 7-1 Okkers Song, IM 
Web HekKty, SheUfaW, 12-1 DMna Lady; Prince** Foley; M-l otiwot 


FRIDAY EVENING HANDICAP! 


(EJ £4,000 added 2m If 34yds fiMH 

1 33060 H1GHONLffE(iqJAtaint49ft SSandemB 

2 DOME BOHILH>OUBiTOCCyaer599 NTett**3 

3 80063 TASK CHINI (USA) (W) P Cde 4 9 B TQuino7 

4 SB/M WORLD EXPRESS TO BRUkntai 89 7.—TSpMka 6 B 

5 54862 C0LBte3GETO(CD}<fa»rtra>S88 JRrad2B 

6 4C54- HiLLSWICK (J196) (CD] J Kng785 RFtanehfl 

7 30C2B AQUAVTTA(q (pF)JS MOOIO 4B5 P P Murphy p) 4 

B 20054 HFWAy30)aOBdrar4S4 _._Fad &te«y5 

9 50/66 IALTAD8-TO RBatarSBa ^NAdmal 

-9 dedared- 

BETTING: 74 tai: CWnt, 62 Ootottoge, 5-T AqunSa, M Btorid &- 
praeu, tfitoakft, 7-1 High On Ute. 61 Bowled Oie* 161 oChan 


HAMS WELL MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
D) £5,000 added IHHes 1m 5yds 

1 0 BUMPSE A DAISY (11)0CSBnefi 4 B 7 Daniel Barbel (7)1 

2 00 PONceSBUSBI mDOBhrn 4 97 JIFtoochZ 

3 OO SANGRIA (11) M Cattpnn 497 R Parian 10 

4 S C0RMTJJWB1 FIBJ15 (9) R Hemal 3 8 9 — R Hughes 3 

5 KAn&S D SiicfiBl 3 B 9- SDramelT 

6 0 LAURSH1AN (108) K0uVb 389 DSnrarayS 

7 0 LOW SPOONFUL (USA) (11) P Cob 389 T from 9 

8 6 MYSTIC HJGHT (USA) (2tC) R Char%yi 3 B 9 „T Speak* B 

9 0 SHANAZ pi) D Bmhd 3 8 & DPrtea4 

D 6 8PAWSH EYES (213) J"fcfcr3B9 S Sander* 6 

ft 4 SPIRAL E3REAM (11) P Chappie-Hyan 389 J Retd 7 

12 02 SWEET PEA (19) J Dutop 3 B 9 Pate Eddery 12 

-12dechaad- 

GETTiNG:3-i Sweet Pen.4-1 SpMDnem, 61 Larin Spoonkd, 61 Coro- 
Boner Fkkta, 7-1 MyMfc F^ght, 14-1 Princeae Oeea SpraM ^ee, 161 
otbera 

[o~EE] END OF THE DAY HANDICAP (CLASS 
° ,oa l E) £3,750 added 3YO 1m 5yds 

1 00600 CLOUDS OF GLORY (18) R Charlton 9 7 TBprafcaS 

2 0560 B4UYKISSANN (15) D3r?W7>Day»91. .. — ODrcwneB 

3 40064 COOUNHIStTOKBurtaBI J4CMten(7)8 

4 660 COtD RtONT (26) JHteSO JIHBalO 

5 66420 (WMUNG (IS M SbrtstaRf S C — DSweeney? 

6 06900 MAM3HAR (18) G Lows B 9 PtelEddatySB 

7 60001 JKT0 DAfICEH (11) (D) J Arnold 8 8 per) JtMc0rafliy(9)2 

8 06600 BABYSPfCETOMCteitoit83 ^Mactay4 

9 0004- lYQANplB) JnerB2_. R PUnranah 1 

D 0086 Gri#flESHOPEp4)SKngf47t) PDoa(B)9 

-TOdaciBMf- 

Koimm Mtebt 7M JOB. True faidcsp wght Muaeal 7d ilb. 
BETTING; 7-2 Jab Dmcat 5-1 Oraata Ot Oory. 61 Fawteng. Uwtflw 
7-1 Coofin Rhw; 61 Cofcl firont, tydan, 161 otfwre 

•Redoubtable, a one -lime 2J100 Guineas fancy, was 
a narrow winner of the Tote Handicap at Ayr yester- 
day. The hay was trained ty Richard Hannon when 18th 
of 23 to Mister Baileys at Newmartct four years ago. 
Redoutable was bought for 6^00 guineas by David 
Chapman at the Newmarket July Sales. Victory looked 
unlikely as Ahnuhixnm led inside the last fnrlnog, but 
Tbny CuJhane sent bis mount through a gap against the 
far rail to lead strides from the line. 

•Richard Hannon, Dane O’Neill and Richard Hugh- 
es had agreat day at Brighton yesterday. Hannon sad- 
dled a 286-2 treble with Dtffioaahe, Manila and SczCng. 
O'Neill won on the latter pair for a 92-1 double and 
Hughes bagged an 80-1 double with Diliionaire and 
Academy. 


■Xr\ 


if I r Tf iif & , 
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Thirty years ago today Old Traffonds finest beat Benfica to win the European Cup. Ken Jones recalls a pivotal moment at W 

The night Busby met United’s destiny 


Matt Busby raised the Eu- 
ropean Cup amid scenes of great 
emotion at Wembley on 29 May 
1968, few realised the parlous state 
into which Manchester United were 

fftflrng 

Busby’s aura, the genius of 
George Best alongside such notable 
figures as Bobby Charlton, Denis 
Law (who watched die match from 
a hospital bed), Pat Crerand and 
Nobby Stiles obscured issues that 
would send Manchester United into 
the Second Division within five 
years of their greatest triumph. 

Although appearing recovered 
from grievous physical and emotional 
wounds inflicted by the Munich air 
disaster 10 years earlier, his reputa- 
tion enhanced by the achievements 
of a rebuilt team, Busby In feet no 
longer possessed the energy to secure 
United’s long-term future. 

Supply lines were drying up and 
Busby's heart-felt warning - ‘Too 
much ‘mincf could ruin the game” 
- spoke of the frustration caused in 
him by technical developments. 

No tactician, Busby’s strength 
was in deployment, his profound 
sense of the roles in which players 
were most likely to be effective. Cou- 
pled with a deep attachment to the 
beauty and romance of football it 
made Busby a great m anag er, the ul- 
timate football man, but by 1968 he 
was presiding over the inertia that 
would put 25 years between Man- 
chester United and their next 
League championship. 

None of this registered with the 
army of supporters who descended on 
Wembley in the hope that Busby's vi- 
sion -if overtaken by Celtic’s ground- 
breaking conquest a year earlier - 
would at last be rewarded with the tro- 
phy he had cherished since 1956 af- 
ter persuading Manchester United's 
directors to defy the Football League, 
who ruled against participation in the 
European Cup on the insular grounds 
that extra fixtures would seriously dis- 
rupt the domestic programme. 

The years had rolled by, from the 
tragedy of 19S8 to 1966 when Unit- 
ed, down 2-0 from the first leg of a 
semi- final agains t Barriran of Belgrade 

and without Best, were unable to 
make up the deficit at Old Trafford. 

Another opportunity lost, an- 



Paintmg the town red: Bobby Chariton (above) heads the ball past Benftcafe Jose Henrique to score 
Manchester United^* first goal tn the 1968 European Cup final at Wembley. George Best (inset) celebrates 
with the trophy following United^ 4-1 victory after extra time Photographs: Fopperfoto 


other chance coming with the 1967 
championship. Busby had sent out 
better teams, but perhaps this one 
would bring f ulfillme nt. 

Easily past Hibernians of Malta 
in the opening round. United then 
defeated Sarajevo of Yugoslavia to 
set up a quarter-final tie against the 
Polish champions, GoroDe. Taking a 
two-goal lead to the Silesian coal- 
fields, Busby making a rare conces- 
sion to negative tactics, United hung 
on for a narrow aggregate victory. 
“There’s a job of work to do he,” he 
had said in the dressing room. “So 
let’s do it property.” 


Of all the dubs who have fought 
for the European Cup none (fid more 
to glamorize it than foe present hold- 
ers, Real Madrid, so when United 
were drawn a giine them in the semi- 
finals destiny seemed to be working 
overtime. If no longer the Real of Al- 
fredo di Stefano (Busby’s favourite 
player), Ferenc Puskas and Raymond 
Kopa, a great tradition ran strong in 
their blood. 

Holding United at Old Traffbrd 
to one of Best's most breathtaking 
goals. Real almost battered them into 
submission two weeks later. Sent out 
with instructions to keep their beads 


and project fee ball, still without Law 
whose right knee was badly swollen, 
United trailed 3-1 at the interval. 

Busby gambled. Releasing David 
Sadler from an mixOiaxy role in de- 
fence he gave orders to attack. 
“There’s only one goal in it overall, 
so don’t give up hope. Go back out 
with your heads up. Play your foot- 
ball. Let’s get at them." 

It wasn’t so much that United im- 
proved but that Real lost their mo- 
mentum. The pace slackened and 
at last Busby's team began to look 
tidy. Then Sadler scored to bring 
them level on aggregate. “A replay. 


at least a replay,” Charlton thought. 

He was 50 yards behind tbc play 
when Best slithered past two men 
and made for goal. “I could see oth- 
ers trying to support George, in- 
cluding Bill Foulkes who seldom 
crossed the half-way line," Charlton 
recalled. “Bill kept running, no one 
picked him up. and when the ball 
came over he knocked it into the net 
When the final whistle went it felt 
as though we’d won the European 
Cup and there were tears in our eyes 
when Man and I embraced. How 
could we fail to win it after all we'd 
been through that night?” 


Chariton felt it important that 
only three of the men chosen to face 
Benfica in the final had been signed 
from other professional dubs. “The 
lads who had played in Europe a long 
time all seemed to be there,” be said 
many years later when we put a book 
together. “Bill Foulkes, Shay Bren- 
nan, Nobby. Then the younger ones, 
Johnny Aston and Brian Kidd. They 
were Manchester lads, so they knew 
whal was expected of them. They had 
grown up with it alL Brian would 
have been about 10 years old at the 
time of the Munich accident." 


threat but Connor - ■ 

do the job on him that he ddonefor 

England against Portupl “ * 

' W66W»W Cup semrfbM^ 

ability 

and Simoes’s scutiying pa**- 

Encouraged by the 

winch Aston got through ^ 1 ^ 
right flank United recovered from 
early nervousness for Chariton jo put 
them ahead in the second half with 
a header from Sadler’s centre so rare 
be Imagined it coming as a shock to ^ 
Busby, his mentor Jimmy Murphy, 
his family, his friends, his team- 
fwatpc and the football world at large. 

Not enough though to secure Bus- 
by's dream. Tbrres headed down for 
Graca to equalise and then a heart- 
stopping moment as Eusebio ad- 
vanced on Alex Stepney; Instead of 
settling for simplicity Eusebio at- 
tempted a spectacular goal and the 
ball stuck in Stepney’s large hands. 

Extra time. The World Cup final - 
all over again; only for Chari ton and 
Stiles the faces of those tying on the 
ground alongside them were differ- 
ent. Busby’s words echoed Alf Ram- 
sey's. “Benfica are shattered. Lode at - 
them. We’re in much better shape. \. 

We*ve got this far, now let’s finish it" 

Demoralised by Eusebio’s miss, 
Benfica sank even lower when Adol- 
fo’s slip allowed a clearance from 
Stepney to reach Best Wrong-foot- 
ing Benfica’s goalkeeper, Henrique, 
with a twitch of his shoulders and a 
flick of the hips, Best planted the ball 
into an empty net before wheeling 
away, right hand held aloft. Eusebio 
had been shown how it was done. 

Kidd headed a third before pro- 
viding the fourth for Charlton. As 

Busby stepped from the bench to enH 

brace his players people wondered 



man. Roger Byrne, “At last, we’ve 
done it,” he said. 

Busby and Charlton had kept 
faith with United's dead; Best had 
confirmed his genius. But the glori- 
ous unification of skill and spirit that 
brought Manchester United to ful- 

1 1 as nrt t mATff/I rl*rf>«vhia in tVlP 


Resentment after glory for the anonymous legends 


THEY were a disparate bunch 
of players, united by a mission 
that was accomplished on a sul- 
try evening at Wembley. Thir- 
ty years cm, they are a desperate 
bunch of middle-aged men, 
some of them enduring lumi- 
naries, some barely recognised. 

Even European champions 
are not immune to the star sys- 
tem, and so it is that while the 
revered triumvirate of Bobby 
Charlton, Denis Law - who ac- 
tually missed the final through 
injury - and George Best con- 
tinue to farm the glory, others 
eke out a living in relative ob- 
scurity. 

A perceptible undercurrent 
of resen hue at should surprise 
no one. Football teams are no 
different from a thousand oth- 
er microcosms of society in 
that regard. The trick in life is 


Three decades after scaJing the heights 
of Europe, Derick Allsop finds changed 
fortunes for United’s forgotten heroes 


to know your place and get on 
with it 

David Sadler, one of the 
brighter members of the 1968 
Manchester United side, said: 
“I long ago came to terms with 
the fact that there were certain 

players who would always be the 

stars.” 

John Aston confounded 
everyone with the performance 
of his life against Benfica and 
now sells pet food and acces- 
sories. He maintains be wants 
nothing more to do with Unit- 
ed, who released him and 
sacked bis father, a former 
player, coach and scout. 

Ibny Dunne, one of the 
game’s most admired full-backs, 
runs a golf driving range and 

harbours a sense of betrayaL He 

claims Matt Busby let him down 
over his testimonial and that 


United had become a business 
rather than a football dub. 

Bill Foulkes, who along with 
Busby and Charlton survived 
Munich to realise the European 
dream, had to turn to America, 
Norway and Japan to stay in the 
game. Returned to Sale and the 
bosom ofhis family, he admits 
he envies today’s players and the 
salaries they command. 

“These guys arc secure for 
the rest of their lives, most of 
them," he says. “I'm not bitter 
but I just feel we were exploit- 
ed a bit. Over a five year peri- 
od we made a real impact. Wc 
readied the pinnacle." 


Sadler. Best's house-mate in 
their formative years, has a cor- 
porate hospitality business and 
organises the United's old boys' 
association. He also has a real- 
istic perspective on his ability. 

“1 admit with regard to my- 
self that you become a much 
better player than you ever 
were the older you get, and the 
further away from it you get. I 
know I was a reasonable play- 
er. but time glorifies things to 
a certain extent. 

“Whatyou can say is that we 
had some undisputed great 
players in our side - Chariton. 
Best. Crerand, Stiles and. 


although he didn’t play on the 
night. Law. And then in Ibny 
Dunne we had the best full back 
around. Equally, you have to say 
that people like SchmeicheL 
Keane, Giggs and maybe Beck- 
ham would have been great 
players in our period. Cantona 
certainly would have been.” 

Stiles, the scourge of Euse- 
bio in the 1996 World Cup 
semi final and again in the 
1968 European Cup final, has 
made an unlikely niche for 
himself on the after-dinner cir- 
cuit. 

“I’ve never been happier," 
he says. “I never dreamed I 
could do anything like this, but 
it just shows. People around the 
country are lovely. They re- 
member me with no teeth and 
the dance with the World Cup.” 

Shay Brennan, the lovable 


The team Who 
conquered Europe 

STEPNEY/'- 

BRENNAN DUNNE 

FOULKES STILES 

OtBtARD CHARLTON 
SADLER 

BEST KIDD ASTON 


Irish-Mancunian, had a brief 
flirtation with management be- 
fore building up a courier ser- 
vice in Ntoterford. which has 
been run by bis wife Liz since 
he suffered a heart attack. 

He considers himself fortu- 


nate to have made the United 
side and contents himself today 
with his golf and much practised 
socialising. “I would never have 
got into the first team but for 
the accident,” he says. “I’ll go 
to a function where Denis or 
Bobby is the chief guest and the 
MC will say “we’ve got one of 
(he greatest players of all time_ 
did this™ did that™’ and I stand 
up. I can get away with that" 

Alex Stepney, who made 
that vital save from Eusebio 
near the end of normal time, has 
just experienced relegation to 
the Second Division as Man- 
chester Gty’s goalkeeper coach, 
while Brian Kidd, who cele- 
brated his 19th birthday with 
United's third goal, is assisting 
Alex Ferguson’s continuing 
quest for that huge trophy. 

Pat Crerand is a pugnacious 


speaker and local radio pundit, 

Best is entertaining audiences 
worldwide with his repertoire 
and Charlton is™ Chariton, the 
consummate ambassador for 
club and country. 

Chariton was one of those */. 
unable to eqpy the triumph that - 

evening. “I was completely de- 
hydrated,! couldn’t go to the re- 
ception. There was so many 
people I wanted to see, old play- 
ers and parents of lads who died 
in the crash. My wife had to go 
on her own. She came bade and 
said it was a pity I didn't make 
it because the Old Man had 
stood up and sung: ‘What a 
Wonderful World’." 

• Derick AUsop is the author of 
Reliving The Dream - The Tri- 
umph and Tears of Manchester 
United’s 1968 European Cup 
Heroes, published by Mainstream. 


confident he can take on the world 

Trevor Francis, the teenage sensation of 
his era, sees a stunning future for England's 
youngest goaiscorer. Glenn Moore reports 


Owen 

FROM his commentators' eyrie 
high in the Mohammed V Sta- 
dium on Wednesday evening, 
Ttevor Francis watched Michael 
Owen torment Morocco's de- 
fenders and saw his own past 
and England’s future. 

A quarter of a century ago, 
Francis was the new wonderidd 
on the block. Given a first-team 
start at 16 by Birmingham, he 
scored 15 goals in 15 games in- 
cluding four in one match. 
Front and back page headlines 
fallowed and, although injuries 
delayed his England debut un- 
til he was 23, he went on to be- 
come Britain's first £lm player. 

Owen, having become, at 18, 


England's youngest goaiscorer 
on Wednesday, has already 
stolen five years on Francis 
and, yesterday, the Birmingham 
City manager was full of admi- 
ration. 

“He is a unique talent, the 
sort that comes along once a 
generation," Francis said. “He 
follows George Best and Paul 

Gascoigne. When I first saw him 
playing for Liverpool I could not 
believe what I was seeing. I knew 
instantly that 1 was watching a 
future England international. 

“What I like most is, after 
the Chile game (when he be- 
came England's youngest debu- 
tant this century] he went back 


to his dub and scored a hat- 
trick. He was completely un- 
fazed by it." 

That was apparent after the 
match as. in a gloomy corridor 
under tbc stadium, Owen held 
court surrounded by dozens of 
microphones. He was confi- 
dent, but not arrogant, wide- 
eyed but not naive. 

“I didn't feel nervous when 
the chance [a one-on-one] 
came." he said. “You have time 


to think about it but those arc 
the chances strikers thrive on. 
You do get a bit excited but you 
have to calm down and stick it 
in the neL It's instinctive. 

“I find pressure brings the 
best out of you. I thrive on the 
opportunity to impress the 
manager. I've always set high 
standards for myself and expect 
to score. I'm not afraid of the 
World Cup. I’m confident of 
scoring at any level." 


Before his goal Owen was ac- 
cused of diving by the Moroc- 
cans after going down under a 
challenge in the box. “Not 
quite," was his response. "I was 
running through with the ball, 
dying to get my arm across him 
to have a shot at goal He was 
grabbing my shirt and 1 wasn’t 
sure if the ref could see but I'd 
have been a fool to stay on my 
feet. You don't dive - but if there 
is a penalty for the taking and 
the defender is doing something 
to give you that penally it’s be- 
ing sensible ]to go down]." 

Ccsare Maldini. the Italian 
coach, has named Owen as one 

of the three players who could 


set die World Cup alight. Glenn 
Hoddlc said that was an unfair 
burden on one so young but ad- 
mitted he was excited by Owen. 

So is Francis. “He has the 
ability to terrify defenders, es- 
pecially now. There's never 
been a better lime to be a for- 
ward. The game is now geared 
to forwards - which is why 
Manchester United havu paid 
£I0m for a defender, that would 
have been inconceivable before. 

“Defenders used to be able 
to give you a whack early on and 
test you out. they would take it 
in turns, each just getting a lec- 
ture from the ref. Now it is a yel- 
low card - and, in (he World 


Cup. a red. It means he brings 
fear to defenders, as he did 
against Morocco; they can't 
clatter him and they can’t catch 
him." 

While Hoddlc secs Owen as 
a substitute, Francis would start 
with him. “He’s the in-form 
striker," Hands said, “but I can 
see Glenn's poinL It's no longer 
a game of two halves, it's a game 
of 60 minutes then one of 30 
minutes and he can be so ef- 
fective in that second game. 
These days teams work so hard 
at stopping you it is only then 
the game opens up. That is 
when Owen can be so deadly, 
when defenders start to tire.” 



Owen celebrates his goal 
against Morocco 

Photograph: Allsport - 


Durie the major doubt for Scots 


By Phil Shaw 

in Washington DC 

SCOTLAND left New York 
for the Capitol yesterday, fear- 
ful that their first-choice strik- 
ing partnership of Kevin 
Gallacher and Gordon Durie 
will again be prevented from 
playing together in tomorrow's 
final World Cup warm-up 
match by the latter’s trouble- 
some hamstring. 

Gallacher aKl Durie have not 
started a game as a pair in the 
four matches since Scotland 
beat Latvia last October to qual- 
ity for Bunce98. They vac due 


to face Colombia at Giants Sta- 
dium last Saturday, only for the 
Blackburn player to miss out be- 
cause of asewrc stomach upset. 
Durie then limped off in the sec- 
ond half and is rated extremely 
doubtful for the match at the 
Robert F Kennedy Stadium. 

The Scottish defence is like- 
ly to encounter a familiar face 
in the US line-up. Roy Wegerle, 
who scored more than 80 goals 
during a flamboyant decade in 
the English game, is set to 
spearhead the American at- 
tack just three yearn after a spate 
of injuries led him to the brink 

of retirement. 


In fact, given the US coach 
Steve Sampson's devotion to an 
unorthodox 3-6-1 system. We- 
gerlc will effectively be a one- 
man forward line at RFK. Now 
34. the South African-born for- 
mer Luton. Queen's Park 
Rangers, Chelsea. Blackburn 
and Coventry striker has 
emciged as the favourite to op- 
erate the lone attacker's role. 

Wegerfe's rivals are Eric 
Wynalda. of San Jose Cash, 
who will complete a century of 
caps if he appears against Col- 
in Hendxv and company, and 
Bran McBride, of Columbus 
Crew. Wynalda, the US’s lead- 


ing scorer of all time, underwent 
knee surgery last month and 
straggled in Sunday's 2-fl defeat 
of Kuwait. McBride sat out the 
game after suffering concusaon 
in a 0-0 draw with Macedonia 
a week earlier. 

Sampson confirmed after 
training at Fairfax. Virginia, 
yesterday that Wegerlc was 
“likely to start". However, he is 
sufficiently concerned about 
his team’s lack of scoring pow- 
er to be considering dropping 
his third-string goalkeeper, the 
former QPR player Jurgen 
Sommer, in favour of an addi- 
tional forward, Roy Lassiter. 


Del Piero 

THE Juvcntns striker Alessan- 
dro del Piero passed a medical 
on his mjured right thigh yes- 
terday and is on course to play 
in the World Cup, an Italian 
team doctor said. 

Del Kero picked up the in- 
jury in last week's European 
Cup final defeat to Real Madrid 
and feared he might miss the 
tournament. Italy's coach, Ce- 
sare Maldini, has named him 
only provisionally in his squad, 
pending fitness tests, 

“There’s a notable im- 
provement in his right adduc- 
tor muscle," the team doctor, 
Andrea Ferre tti, said. “I con 


passed fit for World Cup 


confirm he’s ready to Start tight 
training. Well monitor his sit- 
uation over the next few days 
and give him another full med- 
ical before we go to Sweden. So 
far, he's improving as wc had 
hoped.” 

Haly play their final Wbrid 
Cup warm-up mntch against 
Sweden in Stockholm next 
Tuesday, the day set by Fife, 
world footballs ruling body, for 
coaches to finalise their squads 
for France. 

The Pirma striker Enrico 
Chicsa will travel to Sweden as 
cover for Del Piero and will take 
his place in the World Cup 


squad if the Juventus player is 
unfit. 

“The muscle feels much bet- 
ter than it did last week," Del 
Piero said at Italy's trai ning 
camp at Covcrciano near Flo- 
rence. “For the first couple of 

days a Her the European Oip fi- 
nal 1 couldn't hide my disap. 
pointment - partly because we'd 
lost to Real Madrid and partly 
because I was injured. Now 
things look much brighter.** 

The Croatian defender 
Stjepan Tomas will not play hi 
the Wiirld Cup due to a tom lig- 
ament. The news came as an- 
other blow to the coach. 


Miroslav Blazevic, who has lost • 
|»o of his top strikers, Alen ' 
Boksic and Igor Cvitanovic, ' 
this week. 

Tomas, from Croatia Zagreb 

suffered pain in his left kne^ : 

earlier this week and the doc- 

tors discovered that the cruet- ’ 
ate ligament was tom. 


to run extra training 
TUesday. “I cannot cl 
decision because ft wc 
aidize the team's prii 
order and discipline,” 
said. 
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Benson and Hedges Cup quarter-finals: Middlesex and Lancashire succumb on rain-enforced second days 

t • - 


Cowan 
swings it 



By Derek Pringle 

at Lon* 


Jfssex 222-9 
Middlesex 224-7 
Essex win fay eight runs 

A DECISIVE spell of swing 
bowling by Ashley Cowan, 
which saw him take five Mid- 
dlesex wickets for 28 runs, 
helped Esses win their Benson 
and Hedges quarter-final match 
at Lord’s by right runs. They will 
now meet Yorkshire at Head- 
ingfey in 12 days time for a place 
in the final here on 11 July. 

Chasing a target of 232, 
which Essex had reached the 
previous day largely due to a 
brilliant knock by the teenager 
Stephen Peters, Middlesex had 
When chances, most notably 
when Justin. T .anger «nrl Owais 
Shah were in fiiU flow. 

Coming together after Cow- 
an had reduced the home side 
to 51 for 3, they added 108 runs 
before Cowan removed the 
pair with the first and fourth 
balls of his second spell, both 
batsmen walking across straight 
balls to be Ibw. It was the point 
that swung the tie in Essex’s 
favour, a position the visitors 
succeeded in holding despite 
threatening flurries from Jason 
Fooley and Paul Weekes. 

^ Like Ben Hollioake, Cowan 


appears to have something of an 
affinity for Lord’s. Last Sep- 
tember be took 3 for 29 here in 
the NaiWest final, a perfor- 
mance that helped secure his se- 
lection for the West Indies. 

But if that tour proved dis- 
appointing, at leas! from a play- 
ing point of view - he took 1 for 
200 in three tour matches - it 
at least brought him the bene- 
fits of working cheek by jowl 
with Angus Fraser. A confirmed 
non-swinger, Fraser has helped 
Cowan tighten his line and 
length, a factor that helped 
undo Middlesex almost as much 
as his swing. 

Ironically, these were Cow- 
an's first wickets in the compe- 
tition this season, the start of 
which has proved frustrating, 
following an injury to his side 
that has kept him out for three' 
weeks. Middlesex will probably 
not want to 6e reminded, but 
this was his first game back. 

Using the slope from the 
Nursery End to accentuate his 
natural outshape, Cowan re- 
moved both openers, the sec- 
ond, Keith Brown, falling to a 
stunning diving catch at second 
slip by Stuart Law. Essex's Aus- 
tralian has been relatively mut- 
ed this season, but that catch 
plus several nerveless overs at 
the death all played their part. 

. Cowan's double strike 


Lomu doubtful for 


Rugby Union 



land 


JONAH LOMU, the fearsome 


<es 


Nesv Zealand wing, may no*^ 
make the All Black squad^ to 
face England next mo°$ surgery 
cause of injury. - j Royal Jn 
Lomu, who 

year from a lay^-fo Uowill g 

severe irauan *ugoy union enna 

been left qig^ js ' executive, John tD’Nell], of the 

Scots’ touring squad. 

O'Neill was reported in The 
Australian as suggesting that if 


ijuiy and after tak- 
advice has decided 
the trip. 

lace goes to the 36-year- 
typridd prop, Mike Grif- 
who won the last of his 34 
during the IMS Worid Cup. 
Scotland's team manager, 
ur Hasde, yesterday an- 
swered criticism by the Aus- 
tralian Rugby Union chief 
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ror ine i doctor, Jd 
former chief 
k ec ?be Bristol Royal 
failed to respond 
iqgs about the WP 111116 for 
preventing the** 1 lrial - 111616 
going aheadTSS durin S the 
,u. is again 

to 53 i«fc®cause of health 
two_ 

Ion day. Grant Fax, the 
All Black, said Lomu's 
•ph was less than 100 per cent 
y 1 he was struggling. Fox said 
. a^Jmu was still suffering because 
J * of his kidney aihnenL 

The much-maligned home 
countries’ squads for tours to 
the southern hemisphere were 
again the subject of discussion 
yesterday. 

Andrew Lewis, the Cardiff 
prop, has withdrawn from the 
Wales squad that leaves for th e 
tour of Zimbabwe and South 
Africa nest week. Lewis has 
been suffering from a long- 
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Cricket scoreboard 


Benson and; Hedges Cup; 
Quarterfinals 

One day .. _ ' 

Middlesex v Essex . 

LORO’S; Essex won by Mgbt rum. 
Wddbeax won toss ,-z 


Scotland and England contin- 
ued to tour with understrength 
sides the ARU might looking 
elsewhere for visiting teams. 

“It's not as if international 
rugby can't get on without the 
Home Unions, "O’Neill said. 

Hastie said O’Neill and the 
ARU were aware that, for var- 
ious reasons - nothing to do 
with pressure being exerted on 
the SRU by English dubs - a 
number of Scotland's leading 
players were unavailable. 

“While Mr O’Neill’s report- 
ed comments have undoubtedly 
been coloured by our poor per- 
formance against Fp [a 51-26 de- 
feat on Tuesday] it is regrettable 
that be should choose to reopen 
this issue after be had previously 
accepted the SRlTs assurances 
that , the touring party was the 
strongest available,'’ Hastie said. 


Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Mhnesota 6 Texas 
S; CrtcaooWNto 30*12 NY tentoea 9; 
Karma City 4 Anaheim 0. . 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: Cincinnati 7 San 
ftaricfeco 5; PhlodatoMa 10 CNcagoCubs 
5; NYMateBHortlaJC Loo Angolas 3 Houa- 
. tcn 1 ;AHanta 2 Monb«alO;MwatoBSPAb- 
faunh 2 (lOMngaf; Si Lois 2 Colorado 
1;5en Diego 6 Arizona. 4. 

Basketball 

NBA Ptey-otte: EMtvn Conference flrafc 
CNcago W* Maim B7 (Chicago leadbont- 
oT-eavwi sarfss3ft). 

WOMEN'S WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
(Berlin, Sort Group A: Russia W7 Ar- 
gentina 32; Spain 72 China 55 l Group B: 


Surrey v Lancashire 

THE OVAL: Surrey woh by five vrictote. 

Storey won tarn 

LANCASHIRE _ 

■ M AAthorion bar b BckneO , — SO 

A Fkitoff e Rmcffta b BHmI ri 

J P Crwtay st Stewart b Saqlata 
N H fWrixraher nfi out 


.n 


D D J Robinson cEhwi bftaaer 
S G Law c Langer b Jotaeon 
•NHoaeahcr 
tHJRofcacL 
RCksnicDutc 
, a P Goyacm-c I 
i S O Potora noti 
DRLawctnd 
APCowancI 
M C EsSt o Fm 
PM Such not out 
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EkmSn^.Bvwr l(WHS?a!i43wW* SM- 
l; Joh»on swMtwr. cSich ■*J-&34-i;' - 
W oo kaaS<M4-a; Bbog twtt t-O-tSfl. 
MIDDLESEX' ' ~"p • 

tKR Brown eSGLartreowen 2-Tl'-: 

r l Johnson hCown 

J L Longer b* b Conrv ^ 

■M RRarnpeNta^trS G Low b Omton M ■ 

?c A iS5®BtSst±=S 

P N Woetesq kartbS G Uw 

K P Dufch notout «_= ^ ^---= — ft: 

A R gBasaf U€ 

Bttraa {be 

Total (tor r r 50 own) —224; 

fFaB: i-u wa sai «-we s-we-sce 7-207. 
Ibid not bat JP HawftL I N BtanchetL 

£WS>tjaMonM.i7^i 

UmpfaiKFfRabwandAQailBon.' •* 


G D Ltoya e Stewert b SaMfauy 

■Vft*n Akram c B HoaoshB h Sabtxry _ 

tW KHeggc Stewart b A HoMoNa 

I D AtHn gRted fffc b Sec^ il * 

•IS , as&2SE^ 

.SStttS &ri* -Z 2& 

m 1-262-M83-W 4-W 5-«7 6- « 7-tt5 
o:AHc3oaia74ras-iiS^Mi»<H»4:Sal- 


jatwrenc aofe?f¥cfaps& 

z.ThonM q Hagg b Mbs 

iRttdtMoO^plablNWkn. 
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M A Bufchere Hen bMerUn — 3B 

■AJHolaakaDotoul “ 

BCfMoatonatoul 
EMrac (p9 w3 nb£J. . 

Tbtai Bor 5, 4 SA«mm}— 206 

Fab w82ftl8r*8;4-ip5.JBQ 
■Did not bat M P BtohneL' > D K SaMxa> 
SaoMn MuehSatL JE 
BawfqE Merita WOW: Auafti 
W«am?.i-3i-l;»4aaJ0-iasa: ChappSta- 
■W8-i t 

Umpfe««URShg{iNpta^AGTWfMeKl 

First Test • -.yi;- -' • - 

Saconcf dw' ■ ;■&. ; • . . /f / 

Srflarikay t4e4^ZeaJand 

OOLOMBOi Sri Leake, tbroe '*!*■ ; 
fc e iieu n iekHaaM ndhi g, oie54nm.be: 
Mnd 1 



Hollioake 
brothers see 
Surrey home 


By Henry Blofctd 
at The Oral 


Mark Butcher on Ms way to 36 during Surrey’s victory yesterday Photograph: AUsport 


brought the the Middlesex cap- 
tain Mark Ramprakash to the 
crease. In fine form after his two 
hundreds in the Championship 
at Uxbridge, Ramprakash’s sec- 
ond scoring shot was a soaring 
six into the Mound Stand off 
Mark liotL 

The poise was to prove illu- 


sory and, pushing tentatively at 
an outswingcr, he edged Cow- 
an low to Law, still at slip. With 
the skipper gone, Langer went 
about a repair job like an ex- 
pensive crimper, cutting and 
clipping carefully while Shah 
found his feet. 

With both batsmen surviving 


difficult chances, however: 
Langer on 13 and 47; Shah on 
16, the pair looked to have 
judged their retort perfectly. It 
was not to be, and, in the space 
of four balls in the 38th aver, 
Cowan, did the crucial damage. 

BENSON AND HEDGES CUP SmMmI 
itawr LsteesJorefie u Surrey; 'fariesrtra v E&- 
sat (Tfes to be ployed B Jimaj. 


Lancashire 203 

Surrey 206-5 

Surrey win fay fire wickets 

SURREY faltered after an ex- 
citing opening stand of 81 be- 
tween Alistair Brown and Alec 
Slcwait losing four wickets for 
31 in 11 overs -but then Adam 
HoOioakc and Mark Butcher, in 
a stand of 70 in 13 overs, 
steered Surrey with increasing 
certainty towards victory. 

Collapses like Lancashire's 
on Wednesday axe not un- 
known at The Oval, and Surrey 
will have been all too mindful 
of their undignified exit from 
last year’s Nat West Trophy at 
the hands of Nottinghamshire 
as they went about their busi- 
ness on this rain-enforced sec- 
ond day. 

The morning could hardly 
have made a better start for 
them, with Brown and Stewart 
both playing some handsome 
strokes. Stewart hooked and 
drove while Brown drove and 
cat and, while they were to- 
gether, the only question was 
whether or not the iunchlime 
picnic basket would have to be 
taken home unopened. 

In the 19th over, at 81. 
Brown then made room to cut 
Gary Yates and chopped the 
ball into his leg stump. Three 
runs later Stewart played back 
and edged Glenn Outpple, and 


Andrew Flinioff held a fi nc 

catch two-handed low to bis left 

at first slip. 

Graham Thorpe flirted with 
danger outside the off-stump 
against Yates, rather as he had 
done against the off-spin of Carl 
Hooper in the recent series in 
the West Indies. He once 
straight-drove him into the 
pavfljon for six, but then pushed 
forward to one that turned and 
lifted a fraction and was caught 
behind. 

At 113. Jason Rntcliffe 
checked his drive against Wisim 
Akram’s slower ball and was 
caught at mid-off. Three overs 
later. Butcher, when three, cut 
at Yates and Wasim dropped a 
quick catch two-handed to his 
right at slip - and that was ef- 
fectively Lancashire's last 
chance. 

Butcher cut and drove in fine 
style while Adam Hollioake's 
chunky belligerence was splen- 
did. He drove lan Austin over 
wide mid-off for six and re- 
peated the stroke against Peter 
Martin before Butcher was 
caught behind driving. There 
was just time for two effortless 
strokes from Ben Hollioake 
before Surrey won with 4.2 
overs to spare. 

• After being bowled out for 
305, New Zealand reduced Sri 
Lanka to 251 for 7 at the close 
of the second day of the first 
Test in Colombo. Mabela Jaya- 
wardens scored 52 while Chris 
Cairns took three wickets. 


Mason builds England hopes 


Hockey 


By Bill Co twin 

in Utrecht 


ENGLAND took a major step 
towards securing their ftiture in 
flie top bracket of world hock- 
ey when they beat Malaysia 3-1 
in their last pool game in the 
World Cup here yesterday. 
They are now likely to play 
Canada in the first fifth-eighth 
place play-off match. 

Yesterday’s game lunged on 
a series of timely saves by the 
goalkeeper Simon Mason and 
the specialist penalty corner 
shooting of Galum Giles, who is 


almost certainly playing in his 
last England tournament Giles, 
making his 50th appearance for 
England, took his goal tally to 
48 as he put England ahead in 
the 16th minute. Although 
Malaysia equalised before the 
interval, England regained the 
lead 17 minutes into the second 
half when Jason Lee picked up 
a Giles rebound to score. 

Earlier England had strug- 
gled to stay in the game and only 
Mason saved the day. With just 
eight minutes remaining Mark 
Peam put the game beyond 
Malaysia’s grasp when he drifted 
his way through a packed de- 
fence to score a brilliant goal. 


“We are still very much on 
course for our rescheduled tar- 
get for this eveDt after we lost 
our first two games.” the coach, 
Barry Dancer, said, referring to 
the hopes of finishing in the first 
six to compete in the £)ite 
Champions’ Trophy in Lahore 
at the end of October. 

ENGLAND: S Mason (Ttatatag); B Qvrard 
pbddngtofty J Wyatt (Rearing). J Hafts 
(HDML A Humphrey (Cannock): D Wood* 

(Southgate). J Pidcock (Cannock). N 
TTmnpnia (Old LougWonians); B ~ 


(Cartnodc). R Gscfa (fcM; capt) J L»* 
Loutymnansl SiMwtftntea used; M Poem 
(Retting ). C GUw (Southgate). J Want* 
(Toddhgton). 

Malaysia: P Lopez; L Abu Hessen, N Httf 
Bakar, Mantadefjl Suigh, C Fernandez; K 
Shamxjganathan. S Rama. C AtxU Aziz; 
N S Naskuddn (cap). K Muniendy, M 
NewewL SubatttutM used: K Kafi Kavnn- 
dan, B Shra. Aphthae Sintfi A AnHtonoamy 


Whitaker’s quick work to Virtual monopoly 


Equestrianism 


By Genevieve Murphy 

in Ipswich 


JOHN WHITAKER and Vir- 
tual Village Heyiuan won then- 
second international trial with- 
in the space of four days when 
finishing 0.07sec ahead of 
Robert Smith on Senator 
Scharne here yesterday. Di 
Lampard was a mere 0.01 sec 
behind Smith in third place on 
Abbervail Dream. 


japan 73 Senegal 6& tinted Stales 87 
Litnuenfa Bl Group C: Australe 88 Germany 
», CUa 9B Congo 82. Group D: HungiKy 
71 South Korea fl8;Brezl 68 SovaMaaa 

Bowls 

THOUAS TAYLOR WOMEN'S TOURNAe 
MENT (Waterloo, Blackpool) Third ran* 
M Hancock (Buntey) btP Btand (OTortstf 
21 -Tt; WAlen (BarntonJ btCBushal (Bap- 
rnw-ta-Fumess) 31-14; J Ran** (Bamton) 
tot A France (BamjeMn-Fumew) 21-18: J 
Gfeava (Norttiwich) bt G Bugsss (Barnron) 
Zi.«: J Sharpies {Bun*gO « M Johnson 


; B Gomel I 

wortham] bt H Ctae OWferd) 21-S: M 
Nfctofe (T-ostocfc Hal) fat B Myras 
wwtftam) 21 -MrJWlntorboOom (Huddera- 
Md) btW Ashtay (Hetsby) 21-1SL 


NavZaatandmottBss 
NEW ZEALAND - FW tanfttg* 


(Overflight 23S tor 7) 
tA C Panxe o 


Jayssitaya 

btMctowisfltagie 

bags to MutaBmsnut — 


D VWort c Ketpags b MuraMtsran 20 

p J iMssmsne ttspatfa b MuraWaran—ft 

SBDainotOut -l 

30 


Heymaa the Leading Show 
Jumper of the Year at Wemb- 
ley last year, had already won 
the international trial at Old- 
cotes Show on Monday and the 
runner-up prize here on 
Wednesday before jumping his 
third double clear round of the 
week in yesterday’s contest. 
Heyman is due to compete in 
his first Nations Cup this year, 
possibly at Hickstead. 

The British selectors must 
have noted with pleasure that 
Damian Charles has some 


Equestrianism 

SUFFOLK SHOW (tomteh): Corporate 
and PoraonM Ptonnfog Inten t H u nuf W- 
at 1 Virtual Vim heyman U Whitaker) 
dear. 4304eec; 2 Senator- Schama ffi 
SmWi) dear; 43.11; 3 Abberval Dream (D 
Lamped) cwai; 43XL PetpianFamlty Raft 
Relay: 1 Virtual Wlaga Hwterti Level (J 
Whitekei} end LivtogBion (L Whitaker) 
S725a»c: 2 Qatf Horizon (A ljr*is}endtTZ- 
era (M Lipman) 71B4; 3 Vrturd Vlan Evert 
(M WNttar) and Prtacesa (R WhBakBf)73a7 

Football 

A2ERI CUP Final I 
(Krart*heia2LI 

a 

WEDNESDAY’S LATE RESULTS: tOng 
Haeaan II Manniional Cup: Franca 1 (Zi- 
dane 62) Betgiim a In tema flo nN Mend- 
ton: Moftte: Norway 6 (Rakdal pen 2a 
Sobkta» » Oattneied BE. T A Fto 85, 
Stand 87) Seud Arabia a Hetatafcfc FHand 
OGernianya Choaow. Ftotsnd 3 fUzacf- 
ak A hWto 57, aq Ruaaa i (Geraranenko 
8). Amhenr NethortandaO Cameroon □. VI- 
•nna: Austria 2 (Corny H, Well 17) Tbnteia 
1 (Bade mt. Eiaopaan Undwtfl Ctnm- 
^ |Buc httesi) eaniHInah Spam i 




305 


Norwey 0 (tain ftna gokiBngoeQ. 
fi Cub Snat (CMatnau): Zirbru 
1 (Katynaus 29) Ccnstrudorut 


PW): 

Wt-0 (inb): Kdpage tt-2-tM. 

SRI lANKA-Br at tanta pa, 

pnu^waronec Wtot b Wtoanm-g 
CNBwdVBdManat 


Sft i5a3i 3-m 4-109 


5-206 B-221 7SZJ 


Starting today 

BBnaWCC ASSU RANCE COUHTY CHAMP- 

L^HOteWvammlMBrldba 

nsBBSfBsrBs 

QoiStsrertrev&^iWriciv 

OTHER raWKXAMMHMgi (RoR day of 

Snn, ilftO):^ ThePteta: Odori UrtwSy^ v 


Chisinau 

CKdnauQ 


Golf 

Noboru Fupke yesterday shot the 
lowest one-rewd score Vi a Japan 
PGA tournament, an tl-untfer-parfit 
and took a six-shot lead Vi the open- 
hg round of the Mtsubishi Galant at 
Karri 


Today’s fixtures 


Football. 

KING HASSAN tl INTERNATIONAL CUP 

RelghBR v Eng tend (7.30) 

. France v Merooeo (saO) — 

(etUctjammed VStodten, CesaUanca) 

Speedway 

ELTTE LEAGUE Eeia Vue v Swtadon 
pao); OxtordvWeftiw Hampton p»^ 
PfSlBER LEAGUE CMP: Arena Essex v We 
tf Wte« PH: Edtaburgh v Gtaagow paq. 
PRBUDER LEAGUE CHALLENGE: PWer^ 
boroudh v Long Eteon (74^. 

Other sports 

GOU%BHWiVttartarfeArnai8urClianxiion‘ 

(at UteSfcr) HMtft, SwVrf. 


splendid new mounts. He 
jumped dear for the second day 
running with Denise Stamp's 
Amber Dumontau, finishing 
fourth on Wednesday and fifth 
yesterday with one jump-off 
error each time. 

The nine-year-old mare had 
shown good form with Damian’s 
uncle, the former European 
champion Peter Charles, on 
the Spanish Sunshine Tour and 
she has been in the money four 
times since the nephew trained 
up with her last week. 


ENGLISH WOMEN’S AMATEUR CHAMP- 
IONSHIP (Walton Huth) FTrrt round: E 
Ftatoifie (SandiMN) ta K Burton (St QuoR 
HB 5 and 4; J TnornhS (Wblton Heath) bt 
CMam>n (Bromborou^^Wo^^^tor 

(CSthero^WLNSl 
son (Porte Paris) 4 end 3; K Evans (Moor 
FBriQ bt AMuray [LancasM at tab; K Stup- 
pfcts (Royal Qnqua Porta) bt N Lawronaon 

4 and Z, C Court (Goocnroodl bt L Simp- 
son (Game) 2 and 1; N Ltafc (FMori) m 
F Brown (HeswaS) 5 and 4; C Ritaon (Omv 
akfatd bl K Hamlttai (CotsvraW HRs) 2 
hoiss; K Knowlas (Wbrotasdort) bt P Wbnott 
rn*w Park) ilii I H Proul f (Btsdwvorih 

a?shm> 

at aotti; K Ftshor (Royal Lytham and St 
Annas) bt S Sanderson (Tra Bartcahin^ 5 
and 3: J Lamb (West WtaWro) bt R Hu«*- 
aon (Wheatey) 1 hole; S Naden (Wooetoorna 
Hal) bt S Cowriey (Vfcoteoma Hal) 3 and 
2; L VMters (Chsvta) bt E Dyggte&y (MaJ- 
ton and Norton) 4 and a Second round: 
RaldtebtThornhl2andl:Roa&Ofibt'by- 
tar4 and 3; Sftmples bt Evats 1 hote; Court 
bt Lumb at HSSr. rtsatti bt Pmut 3 and 2: 
FWwr bt Lamb B and 4; Wbtets bt Naden 
3 and 2; Knowias bt Rteon 2 hates. 

Hockey 

MEN3 WORLD Ctfi» (UncH) Poof A: Ger- 
many 2 fatal Canada 4. Pool B: 
England 3 Malaysia 1; Spam 4 Poland 0. 

Sailing 

SPA OLYMPIC CLASSES REGATTA 
(Madmdtdka Nath) Second drrr Europe 
radar four races): 1 S Farris (t<IZ) Bpts; 2 
M Dsz*e (BaQ 9: 3 A L Diaz (Sp) a Ga 1 1 

5 Robertson 22; 17 D Wtastariev 28; 34 J 
Shglaon 47; 81 T Moss 88 Star (after taro 


British bypassing Spa regatta 


Sailing 


By Stuart Alexander 


THE Spa regatta, on the Neth- 
erlands’ Ijsselmeer, is one of the 
three big European meets for 
the world's Olympic squads 
and this year a record 54 coun- 
tries have seat a record number 
of boats. But there is no British 
team "roar. There is little to 
strike fear into rival organisa- 
tions already well down the 
road to Sydney. Britannia is 
looking unlikely to rule the 
waves, at least at this stage. 

The absence of Ben Ainstie, 
still catching up on A level ex- 
ams, removed a competitor 
whose attitude and perfor- 
mances can lift all around him. 
Ainsfie is working to improve on 
the Olympic silver he won in the 
singlehanded Laser in 1996 and 
is Britain's best bet for a medal 
in 2000. 

Following their own silver 
medal performance, in the 49er 
World Championships last 
week, the Budgen brothers, 
Andy and lan, are resting. And 
Ian Whlker, now pursuing his 
own 49er campaign with Tun 
Robinson, is in Medemblik as 
a coach to the 470s. 

The 49er has attracted tal- 
ent from many classes but a re- 
peat for Britain in the 470, 


races): 1 T Greal and F Stake 

2 C Boenhei and □ GIbb (Aue) 4; 3 1 
era and L Devon (IQ a GEb 4 G Cheries and 
M Cowel u Soling (after fere neeo):_l G 
Shaidutat SWfcntwandS Gennadi | 

7pta; 2 N Whittey. □ Edwards and J < ... 
(Aua) 8; 3 S PUnnta. V Kowtov and STV 
monov (Ukri 12. G8: 10 A Baadsworth, B 
Parian end C Mcam 23; 28 G Bariec, P Unk 
end A Ftobarts 32. Tornado (teter two 
racaej): 1 0 Borlock end J Forbes (Alb) 
WH 2 P Pnwc and Y Gufctad (Fn 13: 

3 A Hagara and W Moser (Aut) & Gk 17 
BSan£manandWHQMc£n3&;2SnWI- 
son and T Saunt S2: 33 j florca and B ftoche 
6& 490 mown (after One racra^: 1 V Kre- 

oponorieft (Ukr) 2 lp 


An end N Goponoricft i 


Kill 


40 K Nurton and B Watson TT7. 470 man 
mjt racari: 1 T Cod and M lUaraon 
1 6gts; 2 P Foerartor and B Mem* 
3 E Brestavats and I M (Uv) 1 &. G& 
15 N Rogm Hid J GtenfieW 55; 43 D Ed- 
waxds end S friah 88: 74 D Sones and M 
Hogan 128 Watrel man (after two races): 
1 J Rodrigues OPor) 2ms; 2> C Espmota 
(Aral M »&ak fftol) AGte 23 H Plwito 20: 
33 B Proffltt fe 41 D Ttaey 31; 81 N 
Dempoay 38; 57 R Gate 40. Iflataai women 
(attar two races): 1 H Ytng (Ch) Bpts: 2 L 
La/ 3an p*) 8; 3 M Qtonslca (Fdf 8 GB: 
2S C JdhrataneS%29ERnBl;30 JOagus 
Bt; as H Cartwright 68. . 

Snooker 

Sham Murphy, aped ^ is to become 
the youngest professional on tar next 
season tne nMnun age b 16 yews, 
but because the WtlngBorough play- 
er wil reach that age a week after the 
start of summer qualifiers, the World 


which has consequently seen the 
pecking order open up, looks a 
long way off especially after the 
death of Walker's partner John 
Merricks in a car crash lastyear. 

Shirley Robertson, fourth in 
the Europe at the last two 
Olympics, is up to third in the 
worid rankings, having won the 
first of the three World Cup 
events in Europe, at'Hyeres at 
the end of April, and then the 
Princess Sophia Trophy in Spain. 

Another who was fourth in 
Savannah, Andy Beadsworth 
in the Soling, is hack, with mid- 
dle man Bany fbrkin moving to 
the front to replace Adrian 
Stead, who has been on Whit- 
bread duty with Lawrie Smith 
in Silk Cut, as Chris Mason 
moves into the middle. 

So, of the four classes in 
which Britain has Sydney medal 
hopes, in two of them the play- 
ers are absent Nevertheless, the 
air of change in British sailing 
may take a while to settle. 

Olympic manager John Der- 
byshire is upbeat as he sees a 
raft of young talent come into 
recognition. He may also hope 
that they will be easier to man- 
age than the anarchic old hanc&. 

While Derbyshire is looking 
long term, he also has to deliv- 
er the rraults on which the 
Sports Council bases its deci- 
sions on continued financing. 


Professional BSards and Snooker 
Association hava a&owed him to play 
on the worid clraJL 

Squash 

ENGLAND TOP TOto Men: 1 S Pari* 
(Ybrts); 2 M Chatoner (Lines): 3 P Johnson 
(Kent); 4 m Cairns (Okxi); 5 C WUksr (Es- 
sex); 8 D Harris (Eased: 7 S Meads (Barks); 
BNIkyfar {Lanes}; BT Gamer (Sussod; 10 
M Banatt pbrial Women: 1 S 0«irf); 

2CJactanen (raxfcfc);38 Horner (Ybrks): 
4 J Msrtn panturtoria); 6 LCharmantSus- 
aw); BFQsmb fOos};7JDmllBkJ (-forks): 
8 R Macrae (EaamfcBSBrindQtefil); 10T 
Shorten (Stotts) 

Tennis 

FRQICH OPEN (Stada Rotaral Garros, 
Paris) Man’s ateg to s . second round: C 
MOVA (Sp) bt P taiaz (Sp}&4 7ft 6-2: F 
MANTILLA (Sp) bl B Bfcv* ram) 6-2 &2 7-6; 
T Muster (Audbt N Ktatar (Gw) 52 B-1 B-3; 
M ZabatatalAra) bl J Tarangn (US) &0 55 
52; S Sarunn (Arm) bt A Gaudenzi (W 8-4 
6-2 6-754: A Kb (Aus) btMTBabwn (Sw) 
6-763 6-3 6-4; CVOn Garaoo (BaQ WS 
er (Aus) S3 3ft 6-7 7ft 6-2. Wbnian's ®fcs- 
, second round: A SANOEZ VCARO 
bt C CristM (Rom) 6-2 6ft; A 
l(Rus)MKStu0eflftsua(3to- 
vak) 7ft; C Rubai (US) btT Panova 01us) 

6-1 6-1; A Carisson (Swa) bt S Jnyasadan 
(Cm) 64 6ft; M SeeW (Japan) bl LAndratto 
(Car)8-1 7ft; H Nagyova Btovak) taSPte- 
cMa (AiM 8-4 BftiL DAW&POFrr (US) bt 
L Horn (SA) 6-2 6-Q: M Serna (Sp) bt M 
PERCE (ft) 7ft 8ft: D VAN RO GST (Be» 
bt E Cafens (Bet) 6ft 6ft; E LBdiovtaava 
(Rus) bt C Black (2m) 7ft 7ft. 

VETERAN HARD COURT CHAUPfOK- 
StflPS (Wast Hants LTC, Bournemouth) 


Morley 
to miss 
only one 
game 


Rugby League 


By Dave Hadfleld 


XHE Leeds and Great Britain 
second-row forward, Adrian 
Morley, wfll miss his club's 
match at St Helens on Sunday 
after being banned for a high 
tackle. 

Morley, one of Leeds’ out- 
standing players in their un- 
beaten start to the Super 
League season, was sent off for 
the tackle on Whetn Thewa at 
Sheffield last weekend. 

Morley has been criticised 
for his tackling technique in the 
past and a long ban would have 
been a major Wow to Graham 
Murray’s side. But a disciplinary 
hearing in Leeds ruled that his 
tackle was careless rather than 
premeditated and suspended 
him for just one game. 

Leeds have an obvious re- 
placement for Sunday, with 
their Australian back-row man, 
Marc GlanviDe, back in action 
after concussion, while the 
Saints’ coach, Shaun McRae, 
could leave out two other reg- 
ular first-teamers as well as 
Bobbie Goulding. 

Saints insist that Goulding is 
injured, but the dear implica- 
tion is that he, Damien Smith 
and Knrle Hammond are car- 
rying much of the blame for last 
week’s defeat at Halifax. Andy 
Haigh and Apollo Perelini will 
come into the starting line up, 
with Sean Long moving to 
scmm-half and Ibmmy Martyn 
starting at stand-off. 

Bradford, who have secured 
a four-figure sponsorship deal 
with the sports goods company, 
Asics UK, for their Bulltag 
touch rugby game, have a play- 
er who tackles rather harder 
available for tonight’s match 
against the London Broncos. 

Matt Calland is fit again af- 
ter a hamstring strain and is like- 
ly to replace Nathan Graham, 
who has damaged a pectoral 
musde, on the bench with Bulls' 
coach, Matthew Elliott, sticking 
with the starting 13 that won at 
Castleford. Shaun Edwards will 
be playing against London for 
the first time since his stint with 
them. 

London’s Tony Currie will 
have to juggle his resources to 
make up for the absence of 
Martin Offiah, Glen Air, Chris 
Ryan, Mark Carroll and John 
Timu in his worst injury crisis 
of the season so far. 

Wes Cotton comes in on the 
wing, with Tulsen Tbllett at 
centre and Peter GDI at stand- 
off Steve Rosolen starts his first 
game in the second row since 
breaking his arm in the pre-sea- 
son. 

*Tt is incredible how strong 
our side stifl is, with the likes of 
Offiah, Carroll and Timu out," 
said Rosolen, London’s longest- 
serving player. 

Hie 22-year-old prop Steve 
Barrow is poised to make his 
Hull debut against Wigan on 
Sunday after he moved to the 
Sharks on loan from Central 
Park yesterday. 


Men's ovar-SS BJngJes, seraJ-tVialK N Fii- 
wood (Derbyrite) bt R Ward (Northants) 
6ft 8-0; M Bftnw (Northerns) bt J God- 
frey (H am pel Be) 7ft 7-6 Over45 singles, 
quarterfinals: B Drysdate (Essex) bt R 
WHtetead (Kent) 6-1 6-1; B Greatrex 
(S terffadshto ) bt N Ctart (Northumbertmd) 


6-7 6ft 6-1; W Boone (Cambridge) bt B 
\ 4-6 6-2 6-0; P Sivitor 


1 (Dorset)' 

(Hereford a Worcester) bt A Monger 
(porael) 6-1 6ft Women's owrftS stegtes. 
ranMInate A Stewart (Ken) btSBM(l& 
desex) 6ft 6ft; M Bishop (Mdde&ex) bt B 
Snapas (Surrey) 6-1 6-1 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


The nunber of Flos in Norway's 
footbal World Cup squad; an- 
nounced yesterday. Cheteeete 
Tore Andre Flo is joined by tis 
brother Jostein, the former 
Sheffield United strfcer who 
nows plays for Stromsgoeteet 
back home in Norway and their 
cousin Havard Flo of Germany)! 
Warder Bremen. 


ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 

Draw date: 27/5/98. The winning numbers: 8, 13, 1.5, 28, 39, 42. Bonus number: 33. 
Total Sale®: £30.732.307. Prize Fund: £13.829.538 (45% of ticket sales). 






Match 6 (jackpot) 

6 

£1,688.887 

£10.000.002 

Match 5 plus bonus ball 

24 

£55.650 

£1.335.600 

Match 5 

668 

£1.249 

£834.332 

Match 4 

32444 

£56 

£1.816.864 

Match 3 

548.200 

£10 

£5,482.000 

TOTALS 

583,342 


£19.468.798 


jbCemeVn Group pta. Players must be 16 or over. 


Breakage (proas rounded down to nearest lit £20.024. 


0 THE NATIONAL LOTTERY* 

In toe mem of any discrepancy in the above, the date cWMtod In Camafcrt central eompmer system shat pievafl. 
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world 


ends in 


gjy Alan Nbooo 


despair 


Football 


By Glenn Moore 

in Casablanca 


IAN WRIGHT flies back to 
England today with his in- 
ternational career, and his 
dreams of a starring role in next 
month's World Cup, over. Af- 
ter missing out on Arsenal's 
Double triumph through in- 
jury, this second blow in a 
month left even the effervescent 
striker deep in gloom. 

Wright suffered a hamstring 
injury in Wednesday’s victory 
over Morocco which will take at 
least two weeks to heaL As he 
was already struggling to regain 
full match fitness after six 
months of injury problems, 
Glenn Hoddle was forced to 
rule him out for France. 

Wright's absence offers the 
likes of Les Ferdinand, who will 
probably start today's match 
against Belgium in Casablanca, 
a fresh chance but it robs Eng- 
land of a good squad man, ca- 
pable of playing a part on and 
off the pitch. 

At 34. Wright is unlikely to 
play for England again despite 
Hoddle's professed admiration 
for him. “I'm so disappointed, 
above all because I think Eng- 
land can go a very long way in 
this World Cup and I wanted so 
much to be pail of that with the 
boys," said Wright, as he pre- 
pared to leave England’s train- 
ing camp in La Manga. “No 
manager has shown greater 


faith in me than Glean Hoddle. 

I can promise die boys that they 
won't have a bigger supporter 
in France or at home than mp" 

Wright's words were echoed 
by Hoddle. “1 am very disap- 
pointed for lan because he has 
worked so hard and made so 
much effort to get into the 
squad,” the England coach said. 

Wright played 31 times for 
England, scoring nin e goals. 
Even though four of those came 
in one game against San Mari- 
no his record was respectable gy- 
en that he only started 16 games 
and rarely played the full SO min- 
utes - he did so three times in 

I I appearances under Hoddle. 

His finest match was prob- 
ably the selfless one in Rome 
when England achieved quali- 
fication with a goalless draw. 
Yet, had Christian Vieri con- 
verted Italy's last-minute 
chance, Wright might have for- 
ever been remembered for hit- 
ting the post a minute earlier at 
the other end. 

With the emergence of 
Michael Owen, Wright’s im- 
portance to England has de- 
clined in recent months and be 
is not among that core of play- 
ers whose absence would seri- 
ously weaken England's chances. 
Even so. there was much sadness 
in the squad yesterday especial- 
ly as Wright, having been left out 
of the 1992 European Champ- 
ionship squad when in prime 
form, never played in a major 
tournament and never gave up 
trying to be ready for this one. 
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NEWCASTLE’S cbief execn- 
tjve, Freddie Fletcher, inasttxl 


yesteroay tn*- ^ 

tain, Alan Shearer, is not forsafe i 

at any price. Shearer basbem 

finked with Juventus and 
Barcelona, with the Italian gr- 
ants reported to be considering 
a£ 22 m offer. . ■ 

But Newcastle yesteidayis- . 
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The pain factor: Ian Wnfgit In d b tn u ia after suffering the hamstring injury which has ruled him out of France 98 Photograph: Shaun BorterilU Allsport 


With tnjiny previously daim- 
ing Jamie Redknapp, Hoddle 
now has to cut just five more 
names by Mondiay. Six players 
- Ian Wdker. Nigel Martyn, Rio 
Ferdinand, Rob Lee, Nicky Butt 
aod Paul Meson -will await the 
unveiling of the team to play 
Belgium with special trepidation. 
None have so far played in this 
week's final trio of matches 
and the prospects look Weak for 
any left out today. 

Paul Gascoigne will play 
some part but not the whole 
match. He urgently needs a bet- 
ter performance than he put in 
against Morocco. Hoddle, who 
exempted Darren Anderton 
and Dion Dublin from criticism 


over the poor first-half passing 
in that game, picked out Steve 
McManaman's aggressive run- 
ning, positional discipline and 
work-rale as one of the better 
aspects of the second. 

McMan aman added that 
something extra to an England 
side that has a tendency to ap- 
pear pedestrian in midfield. 
Ironically, since be prefers a free 
role, his best work came after he 
was moved to the left flank m a 
4-4-2 formation. Hoddle, having 
come to the job pledging to copy 
the German 3-5-2 method -with 
a sweeper, markers and wing- 
backs -has reluctantly begun to 
embrace four at the back. 

■ Belgium, who lost a tepid 


match 1-0 to France on 
Wednesday, will be useful op- 
position. like England their 
strengths are solid defending 
and potent forwards, notably 
Luc Nilis and 1 ab Oliveira, a 
naturalised Brazilian playing 
for Fiorentina. 

They are an aging team, 
which cookl give Michael Owen 
another chance to show his 
prowess® a substitute. “He can 
give you a different dimension 
when he comes on,” said Hod- 
dle. “He has two great assets, 
pace and the movement that 
comes from an understanding 
of the game. Very few players 
have both." 

World-beater Owen, page 30 


Real Madrid sack Heynckes 


JUPP HEYNCKES, Real Mad- 
rid’s coach, was fired yesterday 
- eight days after he led the 
team to their record seventh Eu- 
ropean Cup victory and first in 
32 years. 

Heynckes' departure was 
sealed in a secret meeting with- 
Real's president, Lorenzo Sanz. 
yesterday. The German coach 
was not available for comment. 

Sanz said that victory in Eu- 
rope’s top competition did not 
compensate for the club's em- 
barrassing performance in the 
domestic First Division. Their 
traditional rivals Barcelona won 


the title and beat Real at home 
in November. Real finished 
fourth. 


ing fo lure Shearer away from 
Tyneside. “First and foremost 
Alan Shearer is not fbr sale," 
Fletcher said. “Let-me stress 
once and for all diat he fenot 
leaving this club.” 7 
Aisfcne Wfengeh foe Araenil 
manager, said he he. is hotter, 
terested in signing the Italian 
World Cup veteran Robertb 
and has sfemraed sfs 
“crazy" the big-money sums; 

surrounding foe striker, 

Liverpool's attempt to sign 
the German striker Sean Dim- 
dee may have to be jettterfly 
Fife, football’s wbridgoivenmg 
body, after Borossia Mfrncb&- 
glarfharh daimed they have a 
written agreement with hint y 
Dundee has ’had a medfcal 
jtnd agreed terms fo-join Rby 
Evans’s side, bat nbw^Borussia 
say the Karlsruhe striker signed 
a binding pre-contract vrith them, 
Brian McQaiiygiveflafree- 
transfer by Manchester United, 


Silvio Berlusconi, the former the dub where he began his suqJ 
Italian Prime Mini^ wasor- cess story as a teenager, 
dered to stand trial Jf - 7. "ty for Another former :■ United 

tax fraud in connect^ the player, Sammy McHroy, isset to 

1992 transfer of ift^Tr be named as the new manager 
Gianluigi Lentini from "A 0011 ^ 1 ; of Burnley. Mcllxoy has guided 
Berlusconi's Milan. tin . Macdesfield Tbwn to two suc- 

and Milan’s managing tight it *ssive promotions. 

Adriano Galliani, are accuse ? 2111 wi-Wilf Manmon, tfae.foimer 
sealing the deal by topping jofcomplK.-^brough and Engl and 
Lentinfs 18bn lire (£9m) trandp din & te hospital with suf- 
fer fee with a lObn lire back- < 1 nonia: Manmon. 
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Erratic Pierce exits as the home support turns to jL* 


By John Roberts 

in Pans 


THE atmosphere at the French 
Open was distinctly damp and 
chilly yesterday, espedaily on 
the No 1 Court named in hon- 
our of the great Suzanne 
Lenglen, where Mary Pierce was 
derided by her adoptive fellow 
citizens. Jeers and whistles ac- 
companied the No 1 1 seed’s de- 
parture in the second round 
after she had failed to capitalise 
on a 3-1 first set lead against 
Magu Serna, of Spain. 

Feted after reaching the 


1994 final at Roland Ganos and 
winning the 1995 Australian 
Open title, the 23-year-old 
Pierce has grown accustomed to 
ambivalence. . 

“I’d say I more support 
everywhere else in the world 
than here,” said Pierce, who was 
bom in Canada to a French 
mother and an American father, 
and raised in Florida. “If I win. 
I’m the Bench Mary Pierce, and 
if I lose Pm the French Amer- 
ican. It’s not new. It’s not the 
first time and probably won’t be 
the last time, either, whatever 
I do here. It's no big deal.” 

Her popularity was not en- 
hanced after she was dropped 


from the French Fed Cup team 
in April by the captain. Yannick 
Noah. Pierce telephoned Noah 
from her home in Florida to say 
' that she would be arriving in 
Ghent the day before a tie with 
Belgium. Noah told her to stay 
in America if she was not pre- 
pared to travel for pre-match 
training with the other players. 

Pierce, whose preparation 
for the tournament was hin- 
dered by a pulled thigh muscle, 
which caused her to retire in the 
second round of an event in 
Berlin a fortnight ago. She did 
not offer this as an excuse for 
yesterdays erratic performance 
in losing, 7-5. 6-2. 


Her only previous meeting 
with Serna, a talented 19-year- 
old from Las Palmas, was in the 
third round at Wimbledon last 
year. Pierce winning in straight 
sets. “I guess Magu's best sur- 
face is day,” she said. I have to 
give her a lot of credit today. She 
played a great match. She made 
very few unforced errors. " 

Asked if tension had caused 
her to lose seven games in a row 
after foe first set had been 
within her grasp. Pierce said, “I 
don’t think 1 can use any excuse 
there. It just means I can im- 
prove my game and she played 
a very good match.” 

Pierce’s nine appearances at 


the French Open have not been 
without incident. Her father. 
Jim, was banned by the 
Women's Tennis Association 
in 1993 after his disruptive be- 
havioural Roland Garros -and 
elsewhere on the tour. It was 
only recently that he was al- 
lowed to attend tournaments at 
which be was acting as a coach 
to a player. 

As cd Wednesday, rain-delays 
were a feature of the day’s play. 
The 16-year-old Anna Koumiko- 
va advanced to the third round 
in Monica Seles's quarter of the 
draw, defeating Katarina Stu- 
denikova, of Slovakia, 6-2, 7-6, 
and Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 


continued to look dangerous in 
the lower half of the draw, dis- 
patching the Romanian Catali- 
na Cristea. 6-2, 6-4. 

Between the showers, the 
upsets continued in the men's 
singles. Yevgeny Kafelnikov, 
the 19% champion, seeded 
No 6 on this occasion, was 
eliminated in the second round 
by Sweden's Thomas Enqvist, 
7-6, 7-6, 6-1. Enqvist, the world 
No 19, won the first set tie 
break, 12 - 10 , the second set 
shoot-oat, 7-4. 

Thomas Muster, the 1995 
champion, was in determined 
mood, giving a lesson in court 
craft to the promising young Ger- 


man, Nicolas Kiefer, 6-2, 6-1, 
6-3. Asked if he enjoyed beatiqg 
members of the new generation, 
the 30-year-old Austrian said, 
“Yes, especially when they tell 
you you’re not fit enough to play 
anymore after one set, which is 
what happened in Dubai” 
Muster, who is among the 
day-courters who will not be 
playing at Wimbledon this year. 


M ^Hocal radio pundit, 
* -’ining audiences 
was asked, repertoire 

be prepared'iharitoo, the 
jected Rste Safgador for 
year's French Ope\ 
at the stage where 1 


him on clay, so I rathei 
that,'’ he said. “He hast 


that,” he said. “He hast 
game. His problem is \ 
everyone makes a big deal c 
of it because it is the only 01 
he hasn’t won.” 
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Death of police escort rider 
cancels Tour of Britain stage 


Cycling 


By Martin Ayres 



ACROSS 

I They're instrumental in 
putting stone through win- 
dows (3-5) 

6 Examination suitable fbr 
rebellious youths of oid? 

9 Conservative measure cur- 
tailed in Home Counties 

10 Chap in middle of ballet 

vet to be toppled? (3-4) 

II fegaJitarian politician un- 
expectedly made court to 
ditch upper-class ( 8 ) 

12 Long travel book ( 6 ) 

13 Excellent! Tm placed on 

top (12) 

16 Encountering Advent (a 
religious symbol) (6,6) 


19 Move quickly, taking 
seconds to produce 
newspaper? ( 6 ) 

20 Island where^oul! see 
us dandng with energy 


22 Chemical showing ex- 
cellent quality (7) 

23 Mother in reduced cir- 
cumstances working to 
get riches? ( 6 ) 

24 Average chap injecting 

25 North-East yard sited 
possibly here? (S) 

&OWN 

2 What could produce a 
brusque shot? ( 8 ) 

3 It'll provide a note in 
Op 1. possibly (5) 

4 The moving quality of 
debate m verse? ( 6 Z 6 ) 


5 Place nidi vermin turned 
over for a beginning (5-2) 

6 Links with religious men 
conveyed by post (4, 5) 

7 Stamp on sale to appear 
less frequently (3 J) 

8 Veteran politician shows 
conditions of trees on is- 
land? (5, 9) 

14 Descriptive of geometry 
sorted out by dunce? A 
lie! (9) 

15 Heavenly body (and what 
some would take for 
one?) (S) 

17 Pay no attention to pollu- 
tion of glen etc. (7) 

IS Latest news: finished 
with boyfriend ( 6 ) 

21 Calls sailor up. ditching 
first of auxiliaries (5) 


THE DEATH of a motorcycle 
policeman on the Pro tour of 
Britain yesterday left competi- 
tors with no heart for racing, 
and there were no dissenting 
voices when race officials aban- 
doned stage five from Birm- 
ingham to Cardiff. 

PC Dave Hopkins, 41, had 
been riding five minutes ahead 
of the race, warning road users 
of the imminent arrival of the 
riders, when he was in collision 
with a car, receiving fatal in- 
juries. 

A member of the 35-strong 
Police National Escort Group, 
which is responsible for ac- 
companying major cycle races, 
PC Hopkins, a father of four, 
was an experienced motorcycle 
escort rider, having worked 
on cycling events and royal vis- 
its. 

News that a serious accident 
had occurred on the race route 
was relayed back to the main 
field just after it had raced 
through Worcester. 35 miles 
into the day's stage. 

Officials stopped the race, 
and ridcis waited with their 


team cam while an ambulance 
and police went to the crash sic. 

Chris Boardman, Britain's 
number one rider, said: "The 
riders were as devastated as 
anyone and were happy to go 
along with the organisers' 
wishes. 

“Any sport that involves 
speed has an element of risk to 
it," Boardman added. “Tragi- 
cally, from time to time there 
are accidents and that is what 
happened today. All of us. rid- 
ers and police, arc volunteers 
and arc here because wc want 
to be here." 

Fatalities arc surprisingly 
rare in cycle racing, the last 
time a competitor died in a ma- 
jor British event was in the 
1970s when a Czech rider was 
killed in the Milk Race. His 
death led the organisers and 
police to increase the size of the 
escort team. 

Fabio Casartelli’s death in 
the Tour de France three years 
ago was the first in the lour 
since Tom Simpson collapsed 
and died on Mont Ventoux in 
1967. 

For many on the race yes- 
terday, the incident revived 
memories of the Pro tour’s pre- 
decessor, the Kellogg’s Tour, in 


1994 when a motorist evaded 
the police escort and drove 
into a group of riders, injuring 
three of them. The sponsorship 
ended shortly afterwards and 
British cycling was without a 
flagship event until Prudential 
launched their event this year. 

Yesterday’s fatality, togeth- 
er with the incident on stage 
three when the field was sent off 
course, raised concerns, that 
the new Tour’s future might be 
endangered. However, Clare 
Salmon, the Pru’s consumer 
marketing director, insisted that 
the company would stick to its 
contract and back the event for 
the next three years. 

The Prulour will recom- 
mence today when the 90 rid- 
ers left in the race will hope to 
rekindle some enthusiasm for 
the 91 -miles stage from Bristol 
to Reading. 

Yesterday’s stint had been 
due to take in some severe 
climbs in South Wfrjes which 
would have affected the over- 
all standings decisively. Instead, 
racing resumes with 10 riders 
within 90 seconds of the over- 
all leader, Stuart O'Grady, ^ who 
should be capable of defending 
his advantage until Sunday’s fi- 
nale in Holborn, London. 
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